PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE
Kia ora everybody - welcome to the end of Week 3.
Firstly, my thanks to parents and students who came
along to meet with Kaiārahi yesterday at our Junior
Next Steps - good on you for being engaged with your
child’s learning, I hope you found it useful.
If you were unable to attend please email the Kaiārahi
to make an appointment; similarly, if you do want to
meet with any subject teachers please do email them click here for a link to teachers’ emails. Whether you
were in attendance or not, please click here for further
information from Learning Areas on how to best
support your child.
Class Act Awards - were presented in Dunedin last
week. Please see below for a piece on recipients Gareth
Harcombe and Om Alva - and photos of each of them
with the Prime Minister, Bill English! Our
congratulations to Gareth and Om on this very
significant award.
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Strategic Plan - our current Stratplan was set to take
us to the end of 2017 and our move to the new school
and so its time is nearly up. Throughout this year the
BoT has been working on developing a Strategic Plan to
take WHS forward. I know that for some people
Stratplans may not seem too exciting but our current
Stratplan has very definitely determined the direction
of WHS over the last few years and the proposed new
one will do the same through to 2021. At last night's
meeting the BoT finalised the proposed 2021 Stratplan
and over the next few weeks we will begin a
consultation process with our community - watch this
space.
‘Guardian emails’ - following my piece last week,
and an email you should have received mid-week and
another this afternoon, ‘Guardian emails’ are now
available to parents and caregivers. Please do see the
emails we have sent - we hope you find it useful.

2018 Course and Subject selection - a reminder
that this closes next Friday 18 August. As everyone
understands, for students to be engaged and learn,
progress and achieve on their pathway, course and
subject selection is very important. Please do take the
time to support your student in this process and ensure
that it is complete by next Friday.
Student BoT Rep - schools are run by Boards of
Trustees and an important member of the BoT is the
Student Rep. We are now at the time of year for the
election process for the Student Rep - please see below
for information and details.
Senior exams are well and truly underway, and I must
say I am really pleased with just how many seniors are
taking the exams seriously and working hard to study
and prepare well for them. Only four days to go until
they are finished - please encourage your seniors to
work hard until the end.
A reminder to keep an eye on the new school
Facebook page - it includes all the latest information,
including this week’s ODT piece about it being on
schedule and interesting FAQs about various aspects of
the new school.
A rather mild but mixed weekend of weather ahead please let it snow :)
Steve Hall
Principal
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CLASS ACT AWARDS
Last week the 2017 Otago Daily Times Class Act Awards for Excellence were held in Dunedin. These awards recognise two students from each school in the
Otago Region who have demonstrated Excellence in one or more of their chosen fields, whether it be Academia, Sport and Cultural pursuits, Community
and Service or Leadership. Each student was awarded the Class Act certificate and framed plaque by the Prime Minister Bill English, accompanied by a
generous scholarship for study at the University of Otago.
Each year Wakatipu High School puts forward two Year 11 students to receive this award and this year these were presented to Gareth Harcombe and Om
Alva.
Gareth and Om have impressed with their exemplary results in academia as well as their sporting success. They are both involved in the school council and
are compassionate, humble students who epitomise the school vision of ‘Great All-round’ students. Congratulations to both students.
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES STUDENT ELECTION
MEMO TO ALL STUDENTS: Board of Trustees Student Representative Election 2016
Nominations are invited for the election of one student representative to the Board of Trustees.
All full time students from Years 9 – 13 are eligible to be placed on the electoral roll, stand for election and vote in the school’s election for the Student
Representative on the Wakatipu High School Board of Trustees.
If you are considering standing for an election, you need to print the nomination form emailed to all students or obtain a nomination form from the school office.
This form is to be completed and returned to Miss Dawson at the school office before midday on Friday 25 August, along with a short candidate statement (400
words max) that will be printed as part of the voting paper. There will be a list of candidates' names as they come to hand on the notice board by the School
Office.
The voting roll is open for inspection at the School Office and may be viewed during the hours the office is open.
The student representative's term of office is 12 months. Further information may be found in the Student Trustee Handbook - this link was emailed to all
students on 10 August.
Voting papers will be given to students on Wednesday 30 August in Ako time. Voting will close at midday on Friday 8 September 2017.
The timeline for the student elections is as follows:
Electoral Roll available
Nomination forms available
Nominations close
Voting papers issued in Ako time
Voting closes
New trustee takes office

Wednesday 9 August
Thursday 10 August
Midday Friday 25 August
Wednesday 30 August
Midday Friday 8 September
Thursday 21 September – First Board of Trustees Meeting

Karla Dawson (Principal’s PA)
Returning Officer
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UNIFORM SHOP GOING ONLINE
A reminder that from 1 September the WHS Uniform Shop is going online - well, mostly. The majority of our uniform comes from Argyle Schoolwear, and
after careful consideration, as a number of local Primary schools have, we have decided to use their online shop for the items they supply.
The benefits of an online Uniform Shop include:
 Convenience - open 24/7 (rather than the limited hours of our current shop)
 Phone ordering option
 Multiple payment options
 Always fully stocked
The cost of individual items may vary from the current prices (some items will increase, others will decrease) however overall there will be a small net
decrease in cost for an entire uniform. Items will be delivered within 3-5 working days via track and trace courier, with freight costs $4.25 - $10 per package
depending on weight.
Our onsite Uniform Shop will still operate and continue to sell non-Argyle items, including socks, belts, jerseys and tights, as well as holding a full size range
of items for fitting and sizing purposes.
Our Uniform Manager, Charmaine Wedderburn, will still be available at the end and beginning of the school years to help with sizing of uniform items.
Any questions or concerns please do not hesitate to contact Charmaine on 03-4427370 Ext 704 or email cwedderburn@wakatipu.school.nz

NZQA FEES
NZQA Fees and Financial Assistance for NCEA Exams 2017
Paying your fees will enable your results to be recorded on your Record of Achievement and to receive any certificates.
 Domestic Students pay $76.70 for all standards.
 International students pay $383.30 for all standards.
 Scholarship exam fees are $30 per subject (International students Scholarship Fee is $102.20) but this will be charged later once students are attached to
those standards.
If you are a domestic student you can apply for Financial Assistance, to see if you meet the conditions please click here for further information. To get
Financial Assistance you need to complete the Financial Assistance form and hand it in to the school office. You can get this form from the office or the
NZQA website.
All fees are due by Wednesday 30 August 2017.

4

WAKATIPU

HIGH

SCHOOL

NEWSLETTER •

11 AUGUST 2017

DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES
Digital Technologies and the New Zealand Curriculum
Recently the Ministry of Education unveiled a draft for changes to the New Zealand Curriculum. These changes reinforce the importance of Digital
Technology within our education system, and provide clear progressions and pathways for developing digital skills and computational thinking from year 1
through to year 13.
The Ministry of Education have released a number of fact sheets to support the community in understanding this change. They can be found via the
following links:
DT|HM curriculum factsheet - What parents and whānau need to know
DT|HM curriculum factsheet - What students need to know
DT|HM curriculum factsheet - What teachers need to know
DT|HM curriculum factsheet - What industry needs to know
There are also a number of workshops being held around the country to consult with students, parents, teachers, school leaders and the wider community.
This consultation process is an important phase as it will allow feedback from the community while also raising awareness of exactly what these changes
entail. The closest workshop to Queenstown will be held in Invercargill on 25 August. We acknowledge that it will be difficult for many to attend, and we are
hoping to arrange a video recording of one of the sessions to be made available locally. If you are interested in registering for the Invercargill event, you can
find out more about the workshop and complete your registration using the website linked below.
https://education.govt.nz/ministry-of-education/consultations-and-reviews/digital-technology-consultation/
We have been running a successful Digital Technologies programme at Wakatipu High School for a number of years, and this change will serve to
strengthen the position of Digital Technologies within the school. Students will have the opportunity to work on meaningful and engaging projects that
provide an authentic context for their learning, and prepare them well for the future.
If you have any questions about this curriculum change, or our Digital Technologies courses, please don’t hesitate to contact me.
David Harding
Assistant Head of Technology
dharding@wakatipu.school.nz
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G&T UPDATE
ICAS Results
The International Competitions and Assessments for School (ICAS) was sat earlier this year for Digital Technology and Science.
Students that are ranked in the top 11% of New Zealand entries for their year level, receive distinction awards.
For 2017 the following students received Distinction:
Alex Bailey - Digital Technology
Harry Stanley - Digital Technology
Sophia Lazor- Science
Om Alva - Science
Ben Kunath - Digital Technology and Science
Jack McCorkindale - Digital Technology and Science
Noah Gregory - Science
Hylton Briscoe - Science
Gareth Harcombe - Science
These students were acknowledged in recent excellence assemblies. All students have been emailed their login details so they can check their
results. Certificates have just arrived, and will be distributed via Ako time. We are currently waiting for English results.
Next Tuesday 15 August is the ICAS Mathematics. All students that registered have been emailed the details for this.
Field Trip Later in the Year
As Poppie mentioned in earlier newsletters, we are organising a trip for later in the year. At this stage I am talking with Canterbury University and some
other organisations to try and enable the students to see some cutting edge research in action. The aim will be to open up students’ minds to some of the
areas they could look at participating in as the move through their education. Within the next fortnight I will have a schedule, and will be asking who will
be interested in attending.
If any students and their families would like to meet for assistance with course selection or anything related to gifted and talented please email me at
lhiestand@wakatipu.school.nz. We will be looking at potential accelerations for 2018 over the next few weeks. There will be more information to follow on
this process.
Lee Hiestand
G&T Coordinator
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DRAMA UPDATE
One Act Play
A cast of 21 students performed in the first round of the Theatre Federation One Act Play Festival in Invercargill on Sunday. They performed a play called
Can You Keep a Secret written by an English playwright Winsome Pinnock who is known as Britain's most well known black female playwright.
Can You Keep a Secret? Is about friendship, loyalty and making a stand.
The cast performed a powerful piece of theatre and deservedly won ‘Best Overall Production’ qualifying for the Regional Competition in Queenstown on
Saturday 26 August. Izzy Jack, who played ‘Kate’ the lead female role, was awarded the ‘Excellence in Acting’ award.
The cast
Izzy Jack, Esmond Paterson, Beatrice Onions, Daniel Lewis, Hugh Taylor, Billie Parvin, Mika Turnbull, Kiki Clark-Liechti, Erika Takahashi, Sophia Harris,
Chris Belmont, Tucker Paris, Amelia Hamilton, Nina Johnston, Olivia McHugo, Clem Campbell, Leah McHugo, Isaiah Morgan-Boniface, Lexi Rosemoore,
Jaxon Buchanan and Tasman Hughes on lighting.
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SPORTS UPDATE
Snowsports
NZ Alpine National Championships
Senior open age group ski racers were at Coronet Peak competing this week in the NZ Alpine National Champs as part of the International Ski Federation
National Championships. It was Alice Robinson’s first time competing at this level on Monday and she put in a stellar performance to officially become the
fastest women’s giant slalom skier in the country. Alice had been one of the best junior ski racers in the world over the past couple of years and she's made
an amazing start at the senior level. Yesterday Alice added the National Women's Slalom title to the Giant Slalom title that she won on Monday. She was
third overall behind a Swiss women and an American women as opposed to her outright win on Monday. The quite amazing thing yesterday was how far
down the start order she was with bib 49 (due to just moving into this level of racing from age group racing she essentially didn't have the ranking to have a
lower number) - by the time skier 49 hits the course it's pretty cut up and you have to deal with worse conditions. Congratulations Alice!
Link to scoop article: http://www.scoop.co.nz/stories/CU1708/S00158/alice-robinson-and-adam-barwood-claim-title.htm
Otago/Southland Ski and Snowboard Champs
The WHS mixed ski and snowboard teams both won their teams events at the Otago/Southland Champs at Cardrona on Monday.
The Mixed Ski team was; Cam Murphy, Sophie Thompson, Rayna Sunder and Albie O'Connell.
The Mixed Snowboard team was; Ryusei Wakushima, Cool Wakushima, Anru Wakushima and Ethan Cruise.
A number of members also picked up individual podium finishes. They were:
Cam Murphy - 1st Girls SkierX and 2nd Giant Slalom
Sophie Thompson - 3rd Girls SkierX and 3rd Giant Slalom
Cool Wakushima - 1st Girls BoarderX and 1st Snowboard Slopestyle
Ryusei Wakushima - 1st Boys BoarderX
Ethan Cruise - 3rd Boys Snowboard Slopestyle
Remarkables Slopestyle
Holly Ingram won the U16 Women’s Slopestyle Skiing in part two of the three part Remarkables Slopestyle event last Saturday. Holly has also made it to the
Talent ID sessions run by Snowsports NZ.
Laura Allen
Sports Coordinator
lallen@wakatipu.school.nz
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SPORTS UPDATE continued…
Netball
The final weekend of senior Netball for the Wakatipu Netball Centre was last weekend and everyone was treated to some very close, exciting games.
The Senior B final was between our two top Year 9 Teams, WHS Magic and WHS Steel. There was no clear winner until the final whistle, as the game
went goal for goal in the final quarter. The very determined fight for the Senior B Title went to WHS Steel.
Final Score - WHS Steel 21 v WHS Magic 20
Coaches - Sue Albrecht & Tracy Galbraith, Umpired by Cam Murphy and Bianca Gibson
The Senior A Final was between WHS Vixens and WHS Firebirds. This was again, a very close encounter between two strong teams. The Vixens took the
title of Senior A Champions at the end but the Firebirds put up a determined fight.
Final Score - WHS Vixens 29 v WHS Firebirds 19
Coaches - Kay O’Connell & Louise Barton, Umpired by Tasman Hughes and Kaeri Nakayama
The Premier Grade Final was between Lonestar and the WHS Senior A Team. It was a great battle between two very strong teams. The Senior A Team
played an extremely consistent game never letting Lonestar get too far ahead of them. They pressured Lonestar, restricting their usual flow through court.
An outstanding game from our High School Students and one they should be very proud of. We wish them all the very best in their preparation for South
Island Secondary Schools in September.
Final Score - WHS A 31 v Lonestar 34
WHS Coach - Lisa Murphy
Congratulations to the following players who earned special recognition at the Prize-Giving for their achievements throughout the season.
Trophy for Contribution to Netball - Cam Murphy
Trophy for Most Achieved Cup - Ella Jackson
MVP Senior A Final – McKenzie Galbraith
Conduct Cup in Premier Grade - WHS B
We wish to thank all the players for a wonderful season and all the families who have supported them throughout the season. A special thank you to all the
coaches who gave up so much time to work with your players, encouraging them, supporting them and extending them throughout the season. To our
umpires who gave up time to umpire every Saturday, you have been invaluable and your commitment has been much appreciated.
The season has now finished for almost everyone. Congratulations to all our students who enjoyed the game and gave it their all out there on the court.
Well done to our representative teams also and we look forward to another great season of Netball next year. Players, a reminder to please check if you have
paid your fees as we tidy up the accounts for the end of the season. There are a number outstanding.
Finally, to Kay O’Connell, Louise Barton, Jane Hughes and Sasha McLeod (for co-ordinating and coaching our umpires) and the committee of WNC and
Wakatipu High School, a very big thank you from the school for all your efforts to make the Saturday games run smoothly.

9

WAKATIPU

HIGH

SCHOOL

NEWSLETTER •

11 AUGUST 2017

OREC EXPEDITION
Year 13 Outdoor Rec overnight Mountain Expedition...Ben Lomond Saddle. Thanks to Abbey Downing for the great photos.
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PRINCIPAL’S AWARD
Congratulations to Aimee Clark (Year 9) who was
awarded a Principal’s Award last week. We
apologise for missing her name in the newsletter
last Friday.

BRANCHES RAFTING TRIP
That's it! The full Branches Rafting Video is now
live. This short movie features intrepid students
going down the Shotover River on an overnight
rafting trip. For most of them this was their first
time and from this video it is obvious that they all
enjoyed this amazing experience.

11 AUGUST 2017

LIBRARY UPDATE
The school now has access to ebooks using Wheelers eplatform. Anyone can browse the elibrary by
visiting the website. Students can download the appropriate app for free and borrow ebooks using
their school username (e.g. 17jbloggs) and the generic password library1.
Students have a wide range of both fiction and nonfiction reading choices including some more
obscure books and new releases. They can use their devices for reading, the elibrary is never closed
and there are no overdue books or overdue book fees to pay!
Please take some time to check it out. https://wakatipu.wheelers.co

Sincere 'thank you' to the instructors: KC, Gabs
and Jordy and to Mr Mac for making this
happening.
Kia kaha!
Mr Guillaume Charton
Video Link: https://youtu.be/y1WfsLRheU0

SKYLINE MOUNTAIN BIKE PASS
Once again Skyline has come to the party and is offering all Wakatipu High School students a
huge discount on MTB season passes. The offer is $299 for the full season (half season options
not available). For many students this is a saving of $500!!!! and for those under 15yrs a saving
of $60! Passes are available for purchase NOW. Just email Allan Birkett with your name and
'skyline pass' to abirkett@wakatipu.school.nz then go to the ticket office with your WHS school
ID.
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WHS FOUNDATION BUSINESS PARTNERSHIP PROGRAMME
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Important dates for your diary…
WHO

EVENT

DATE

Yr 11-13

Senior Exams

10-15 Aug

Yr 9-12

Course Option Selection Due

Fri 18 Aug

Mt Aspiring Sports Exchange

Wed 23 Aug

Year 10 Youth Expo

Thu 24 Aug

Winter Tournament Week

4-9 Sept

Yr 10

BRANCHES TRUST AGM
The Branches Trust AGM will be held on Thursday 24 August at
5.30pm at the Queenstown Police Rooms (access via the outside
staircase). All welcome.

CUP/TROPHY RETURN
It is time to return any trophies/cups that you were presented with
from Senior Prize Giving in 2016. Please return to the school office.

Meet the Staff…
Maryanne Ahern
How long have you been at WHS?
1.5 years, returned after 10 years based in
Wellington.
What is your position?
Dean of Fox House,
Teacher of English, Drama and Music
What do you love about the job?
The great team of staff and students we have here. It incorporates the things I
am passionate about and is rewarding. It is an exciting time to be here at
Wakatipu High School with the momentum building towards the new school.
What do you like doing in your free time?
Mountain biking, skiing, music, film and theatre.
What item could you not live without?
My Toyota Corolla. It means adventure. Although it is not 4WD it has never
got stuck. Set for any expedition and ready to go, the interior contains outdoor
toys and a myriad of footwear to take me from mountain to dance floor.
What do you like about Queenstown?
The great community spirit and in 15 minutes the Toyota transports me out of
the big smoke and into the wild.
Describe yourself in three words: enthusiastic, dedicated and creative.
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COMMUNITY NOTICES
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COMMUNITY NOTICES
Strengthening Families helps you sort things out when life’s challenges weigh you down. Whatever your concern or need:
› Finding a warm, comfortable home for your family/whanau
› Worries about your child’s health or behaviour
› Making ends meet
› Your child not doing well at school
› Coping with stress at home.
Strengthening Families brings together the agencies that can help your family/whanau deal with your concerns.
Visit their website for more details - www.strengtheningfamilies.govt.nz
or contact: Matthew Hawke, Strengthening Families Coordinator 0272034547, or Vicki Patton, Wakatipu High School, Guidance Counsellor.
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COMMUNITY NOTICES

Japan's Foreign Policy Options in the Trump Era
Professor Toshihiro Nakayama
Monday August 14, 6 p.m. – 7:30 p.m., Hilton Queenstown Resort and
Spa’s Coronet 2 Room, $5 koha at door.
Please register at connect@catalystnz.org
What are the foreign policy options for Japan in the Trump era – and
the resultant implications for NZ and the Asia-Pacific region?
After reaching their best relationship ever under Presidents Abe and
Obama, will Trump’s isolationist tendencies mean Japan emerges as an
economic adversary, or an ally with whom to share values?
Prof Nakayama is Catalyst Trust’s third Kippenberger Chair speaker
from Victoria University’s Centre for Strategic Studies. He is Professor of
American politics and foreign policy at Keio University and an Adjunct
Fellow at the Japan Institute of International Affairs.
His talk will focus on understanding the foreign policy options for Japan
in the Trump era, how Japan sees America's role in this region and
ramifications for New Zealand and the Asia-Pacific region.
More details at www.catalystnz.org
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COMMUNITY NOTICES

Sunday lessons now available
Dan Gerard Driving Instruction has a
professional male and female driving instructor,
and is a member of the New Zealand Institute of
Driver Educators (NZIDE). The instructors offer
high quality driver training in Queenstown. They
cover a range of driving lessons.
 Learner lessons for beginners
 Assessment for Learner drivers who have been
taught by family and need their skills polished
before sitting their Restricted Test
 Refresher lessons to brush up before sitting their
Full Test
 Reversing and parking tuition - simple techniques
for confidence when parallel parking and
reversing
www.drivinginstruction.co.nz/
info@drivinginstruction.co.nz
Rach Gerard: 027 273 9610
Dan Gerard: 027 349 2447

AA NEW ZEALAND DEFENSIVE DRIVING COURSE:
The next course is going to be held in Queenstown on August
21,23,28 & 31 (inclusive) from 7.00-9.00pm.
Please txt Kaye on 027 623 3534 or
email kaye@queenstowndrivertarining.co.nz; for further
information.
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