PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE
Kia ora, welcome again to the Wakatipu High School
newsletter. A big thanks to parents who came along to
senior Next Steps last night - we hope it was useful,
and to those who came along to the Strategic Plan
evening on Tuesday - good on you.
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Buses - some of you may remember that several years
ago the Ministry of Education raised the potential of a
review of the provision of school transport in the
Wakatipu. Central to that was whether a ‘suitable
public transport’ system existed. While it was deemed
that it did not at that time, with the introduction of the
new public transport system in the Wakatipu in
November the MoE have informed us that there will be
a ‘mixed model’ for Wakatipu High School students for
2018. In brief, this means that:
For WHS students who live in areas where there is no
suitable public transport system, eg Glenorchy and
Gibbston, the MoE will continue to provide school
buses or assistance.
For WHS students who live in areas where there is/will
be a suitable public transport system, the MoE will not
provide buses or assistance and students will need to
use the new public transport system to travel to and
from school.
Clearly there will be implications from this decision,
including that not all of the new bus routes will go past
the new school, that the new routes will not necessarily
be timed with the school day, and cost.
While we are awaiting further details (and are looking
to organise an information evening with MoE and ORC
representatives next term) here is a link to an MoE
school transport page and below is a statement from
the MoE. We will keep you updated on this matter.

BoT Student Representative - while our annual
Head Student process takes place next week, the other
student leadership event that happens in September is
the election of student BoT reps. This is a voting
process that happens in schools nationally, and it is my
pleasure to announce that Mio Akiyama is the BoT
Student Rep for the next 12 months. My thanks to Kiki
Clarke-Liechti for her contribution to this role during
the past 12 months.
Year 10 Branches Camp Parent Evening - is on
next Wednesday 20 September at 7pm in D7, do come
along.
New School Facebook Page - is the place to go for
the latest updates and info on our move to the new
school in 2018, click here to view.
I heard a great example of our community working
with us for the benefit of one of our student’s education
this week. One of our seniors decided that the excellent
conditions on the local mountains were irresistible and
he headed up skiing. Our attendance system worked
perfectly and signalled his absence - which was in fact
passed on to NZSki who stopped his ski pass working
and told him to go back to school! They say it takes a
village to raise a child :)
Steve Hall
Principal
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SCHOOL TRANSPORT UPDATE
Last week there was a meeting with staff from the Ministry of Education and the Otago Regional Council (ORC) to discuss school transport planning for
2018.
ORC provided an overview of the implementation of its new public transport services in Wakatipu currently scheduled to commence on 20 November. The
new services will be a significant improvement on the existing service, and include:
·
Routes running from 6am until late at night with greater and more consistent frequencies
·
Flat fare structure meaning students (with a Go Card) will pay only $1.50 per trip across the network
·
More direct routes
·
Wifi on buses
·
CCTV and a passenger code of conduct
·
Improved quality of the bus fleet
The services will be integrated into NZTA’s smartphone app (“Choice”) providing real-time information on all transport in the Queenstown Basin (bus, taxi,
shuttle, ride share or even helicopter) currently available on both apple and android.
The new routes are designed to provide greater flexibility in transport choices including before and after school. The Ministry of Education will still be
providing services or assistance for eligible students in areas where no public transport is available to be used, and is working with ORC on route design as
part of what will become a mixed service model.
Details are still being finalised between the MoE, ORC and the School but will be shared with you as soon as possible to give you, your child and the
community time to adapt to changes in advance of February 2018.
Ministry of Education

2

WAKATIPU

HIGH

SCHOOL

NEWSLETTER •

15 SEPTEMBER 2017

40 HOUR FAMINE
The very last dollar for this year’s 40Hr famine has now been counted. We have raised a record $21,480. This is the highest amount of money WHS has ever
raised for the 40Hr famine. Throughout our relationship with World Vision, we have supported children all over the world to the total of $306,000. What a
wonderful community we live in!
Recently we had the privilege of attending the South Island famine awards in Christchurch. It was a great evening put on
by World Vision to celebrate and acknowledge some of the 717 NZ schools and over 100,000 participants in New Zealand
alone that took part in this year’s 40Hr famine.
Our very own Beatrice Onions received the top award - ‘The Spirit of Dulcie Routhan Award’.
We are very proud of her and we thank her for her efforts this year, along with the whole famine leadership team.
The money this year will be going towards Child Friendly spaces - these are spaces where the children can begin to heal
from the trauma of war, reconnect with what it means to be a kid as well as get their education back on track. These
places are awesome - they’re loud, fun, noisy and safe. To set up one of these classrooms resourced with chairs, tables,
teaching resources, play equipment etc costs $2,500, that’s 8 classrooms that can be established thanks to the generous donations and fundraising efforts of the
students here.
Our main event this year was ‘Cook for a Cause’, however we had a number of students that took part in their own famine event. Well done to Archie Ritchie who
raised the most money - $305, followed by Jasmine Crichton with $235. The following students who also raised money this year were:
Eva Lee
Indigo Little
Talia Hughes
Georgie Shaw
Ella Walker-Smith
Hannah Battrick
Alex Bailey
Sophia Lazor
Rita Lo
Imogen Christopher
Cameron Scobie
Poppi Robertson-Gray
Carmen Woodhouse
Ally Wilkinson
Annie Black
Paddy Lawn
Mio Akiyama
Mucha Milne
Ella Macbeth
Brayden Gardyne
Thomas Hartono
Angela Santos
Kiara McPherson
Camille Daull
Georgie Atkinson-Strang
Ohm Ongsantipap
Geena Slow
We would also like to acknowledge and thank the following businesses who donated prizes for school participants this year.
Shotover Jet Sombreros
Devil Burger Dark Ride
Boliwood Million Dollar Cruise
AJ Hackett

Skyline Gondola

Also a big thank you to these companies who helped us say ‘thank you’ and show our appreciation to the individuals and businesses who contributed to our ‘Cook
for a Cause’ event this year.
Hilton Queenstown
Chard Farm
Ivy & Lolas
Slow cuts
La Rumbla
Gibbston Valley Cheesery
Dorothy Browns
T2
Queenstown Art Society
Patagonia
Real Journeys
The support that we have received from our local community has been amazing and we at Wakatipu High School THANK YOU ALL for helping us make this
year’s famine the most successful one ever.
Mrs Penny Hearn
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ONE ACT PLAY

ARTS UPDATE

ONE ACT PLAY - Break a leg!
We wish the One Act Play Cast a great festival as they head
to the Theatre Federation TheatreFest One Act Play National
Finals in Wellington this weekend.
The 21 - strong cast have been preparing for this for over 2
months and are very excited to have reached the final this
year.

CURRENT EVENTS COMPETITION
Last Thursday, 15 students travelled to Cromwell to compete in the
annual Otago Daily Times Current Events Quiz. As always it was a hotly
contested affair with teams from all over Central Otago competing for the
title.
The Wakatipu High School team of Om Alva, Jasmine Crichton and Alex
Bailey took out the supreme award for 2017, 10 points ahead of their
nearest rivals. A huge thanks to both Mr Crichton and Mrs Shetty for
transporting the students to and supporting the students during the
quiz.
Mrs Richards
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HEAD STUDENT UPDATE
Kia Ora!
Quick update on the life of a Wakatipu High School student: The
school is literally buzzing. People anxious for results, upcoming
internals, worried about the following year, and some ready to
leave. Everyone is off on their own pathways, pursuing their
own interests and the school is the hub for this.
Students have put on a multitude of competitions including the
Academic Council’s new initiative Battle of the Brains. This was
where students were able to express the knowledge they have
accumulated over the years and battle it out in a fun and crazy
unofficial house competition.
Then we had the opening of the annual House Basketball
Competition hosted by the Sports Council. Here the five
dominant houses began the battle to gain the last few points
they can get to determine who will be this year's winner. You
can already sense the competitive hormones coming to dance on
the court.
The wonderful drama students also left to Wellington today to
act it out at the One Act Play nationals, where we know they are
going to do a fantastic job. Good luck to everyone involved.
Finally, on the more academic side of things, we had Senior
Next Steps on Thursday. This was a great opportunity for
students, parents, and teachers to discuss how they are doing,
whether they want to hear it or not.
No matter what you want to pursue, if you are engaging with it
now, you will be able to accomplish it in the future.

15 SEPTEMBER 2017

WHANAUNGATANGA COUNCIL UPDATE
On the 1st of September, the Whanaungatanga Council held the Fly the Flag to raise
awareness for Gender Equality. The students were asked in AKO group to created flags
for what they felt represent Gender Equality to them. The results were very successful
with many amazing beautiful flags. And we want to give our sincere thanks to Below Zero
Ice Bar, Winnies, Ballarat Trading Company, Odyssey, and Million Dollar Cruise for
giving us those amazing prizes!
WHS Fly the Flag for Gender Equality, International Day of the Girl is an opportunity for
Wakatipu High School to help Girl Guiding NZ to mobilize youth across New Zealand, to
‘fly together’ and show the support and wish for gender equality in our community, as
well as the confidence and pride of the girls as the opportunity celebrates girls as
individuals.
As a council, it became really hard to pick
the best design winners but after a long
discussion we have up with the top 4
winners who are:
Annie Black
Esmond Paterson
Isabella Jones/Grace Hanseby
Mika Turnbull
And a huge thank you to Mrs Beaumont
for organising the Amazing Arthur House
bunting, a special prize is there for you
too!
Overall it was very successful and amazing
to see all the flag designs.
Thanks to all those who entered!
The Whanaungatanga Council

Danique Ehmann
Deputy Head Girl
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SPORTS UPDATE
Downhill Mountain Biking World Champs
Last weekend Sam Robbie competed at the World Downhill Mountain Biking Championships in
Cairns. Sam qualified in 11th spot after seeding and finished 16th overall in the Junior Men’s
competition. A significant achievement on the world stage.
Well done Sam.
Photo: Sam Robbie in action at last weekend’s world champs in Cairns
Fairholme School Exchange
Next Friday 22nd September, WHS is hosting a touring Australian girls school for two games of
netball and a game of touch. The Junior netball will start at 3:50pm in the stadium and be
followed by the senior netball game at 4:45pm. The girls touch will start at 4:15pm on the
school field.
Highlanders U15 Girls Rugby 10 Aside Tournament
Last Friday four WHS girls, played as members of the Central Otago Chargers, a combined
team from Central Otago Schools in the Highlanders region U15 girls 10 aside rugby
tournament in Dunedin. 14 teams took part in the day. Well done to Kasey Bonn, Alice Gilbert,
Alicia Robert and Lucy Wild for participating in this great opportunity. Below are the results for
the team:
 Lost 19-15 to James Hargest High School
 Lost 15-5 to Kavanagh College
 Lost 45-5 to St Hildas
 Drew 25-25 with Southland Girls High School
Photo: Alicia Robert carries the ball into contact against Kavanagh College
School Tracksuits and Sports Uniforms - Time to Return
If there are any school tracksuits or school sports uniforms/tops at your house, it is time for them to be returned to the PE office. We are running an
amnesty on school sports uniforms to get them back to where they belong so that other students can wear them when they are needed. Please do this before
the end of Term 3.
Rowing - You Missed Out On The Wakatipu Rowing Club’s Open Day? Join Us Sunday 17 Sept From 10am to 12noon
Meet the coaches and get a feel for the sport. Ask all your burning questions. The club is growing this year with new coaches and already some new signed
up members. Feel free to contact us Wakatipu Rowing wakatipurowing@gmail.com if you have any queries.
See you at Lake Hayes, just below Lake Hayes Pavilion by the Lake Hayes walking track.
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SPORTS UPDATE continued…
WHS Rugby Prizegiving
Last Sunday the annual WHS Rugby prizegiving was held at the Wakatipu Rugby Club with a fantastic turn out of players and parents.
Below are the players who won major awards this season.
U14:
MVP: Henry Tayler
Player of the Year: Keanu Panapa
Greatest Contribution: Will Cooper
Most Improved: Laurence Carter

2nd XV:
MVP: Reece Collin
Player of the Year: Harleem Green
Greatest Contribution: Tom Finlin
Most Improved: Ryan Bartlett

U15:
MVP: Levi Collins
Player of the Year: Levi Collins
Greatest Contribution: Dj Van Schalkwyk
Most Improved: Sam McLean

1st XV:
MVP: Ben Ellis
Player of the Year: Ben Ellis
Greatest Contribution: Connor Kennedy and Dylan Tall
Rookie of the Year: Troy Anstiss

Girls:
MVP: Bella Jolly
Player of the Year: Alicia Robert
Greatest Contribution: Marika Scannell
Most Improved: Lucy Wild

Get 2 Go Challenge
On Thursday a group of 16 Year 10 students went to the Get 2 Go Challenge at Kelvin Heights, which is a multi sport adventure
race run by Hillary Outdoors with support from rebelfood.co.nz and Torpedo 7. Students were spilt into two teams with 4 boys
and 4 girls in each. They competed in kayaking, mountain biking, orienteering and problem solving challenges against 10 other
schools. WHS #2 smashed the problem solving challenge breaking the previous "world record" by 4 crossings. Meanwhile
WHS #1 were absolutely miffed by the challenge. WHS #2 ended up in 2nd place behind amount Aspiring College.
Girls Junior Rugby 7s
The newly formed Junior Girls Rugby 7s had a friendly game against Cromwell College on Wednesday.
It was a close game with Cromwell College winning the match. It was the first time playing 7s for many
of the team and they should be proud of their efforts and how much they have learnt in a short time.
They are looking forward to some more games against other schools. Training are Sundays 11am at the
Events Centre and Wednesdays after school at WHS. If any other Juniors are keen please get in touch
with T Moetaua 0277 251 349 or come along to training. Big thanks to T Moetaua for coaching the girls
and to Sonia Panapa for reffing the match.
Wakatipu High School Players are:
Back Row - Mckenzie Galbraith, Nell Watherston, Alice Gilbert, Kasey Bonn
Front Row - Phoebe Wallace, Alicia Robert, Jorja Frewen
Laura Allen, Sports Coordinator
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Important dates for your diary…
WHO

EVENT

DATE

Yr 10

Branches Parent Meeting 7pm

Wed 20 Sept

Yr 9

Year 9 Journeys

26-28 Sept

All

Last day of Term 3

Fri 29 Sept

All

First day of Term 4

Mon 16 Oct

CAREERS UPDATE
There are a number of Job opportunities that have come in via
the Careers room, if you are interested in finding out more
information please come by and see us.
 Bendon Store – Sales Assistant - part time
 Redpaths – Electrical Sales Cadet -full time
 Copthorne Hotel – Apprentice Chef – full time
 Shotover Jet – Retail and Photography – part time
 Edward Gibbon – Trainee – full time
 Harbour Fish – part time
 Kerb Central - Labouring – full time
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COMMUNITY NOTICES

It’s the world through Otago journos’ eyes week
coming up with Catalyst Trust….
Mayhem and Mountain Scene. Your chance to throw
curly questions at David Williams as he talks of trends
as seen from the trenches, on his last day at the helm of
Queenstown’s infamous weekly rag. Friday, Sept 22, at
Fluid, 10 Memorial Street, 530- 6:30 p.m., bring your
own seat, register at connect@catalystnz.org as space
is limited, $5 koha. More info at www.catalystnz.org
And from Mountain Scene Mayhem, we segue directly
to…
North Korea through the eyes of…Former local RNZ
journo Steve Wilde follows straight on from David
Williams with his documentary of smuggled footage he
took in this isolated, isolationist country earlier this year.
One hour 20 doco, then the chance to ask
questions…Again – pre-registration required, plus your
own seat.
The Real Life of War Victims and Refugees.
Journalist Steve Addison reveals the stories of war
victims and refugees in the Syrian border camps he has
visited over the past four years with a New York
freelance photographer. Wednesday, Sept 27, 5:30-7
p.m., the Rees Hotel Queenstown, please register at
connect@catalystnz.org, $5 koha. More info at
www.catalystnz.org
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COMMUNITY NOTICES

We are fundraising with Entertainment! Purchase your Entertainment
Membership from Wakatipu High School to support our fundraising efforts.
The NEW 2017 | 2018 Entertainment Book, or the new Entertainment Digital
Membership for your smartphone is a great gift idea this Father’s Day as it is
packed with thousands of up to 50% OFF and 2-for-1 offers for the best local
restaurants, cafés, attractions, hotel accommodation, travel, and more!
Plus, for a limited time, delivery is FREE when you buy a Book online from us!
Buy from us now!
www.entertainmentbook.co.nz/orderbooks/260506v

The Changeover World Premiere, Monday 25 September 2017
Tickets to the premiere of Miranda Harcourt and Stuart McKenzie’s screen
adaptation of Margaret Mahy’s award-winning young adult book The
Changeover are now on sale to the general public. Bookings can be made
at http://premier.ticketek.co.nz/shows/show.aspx?sh=THECHANG17 Tickets
are in hot demand, so it’s advised that would-be attendees get in quickly. This
premiere event, which takes place on Monday 25 September at 7pm, is also
an opportunity to experience some of the glamour of Hollywood right here in
Christchurch, New Zealand, with a dress code of black tie and ball dress and
the promise of star cast members and industry executives in attendance.
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COMMUNITY NOTICES
Wakatipu Rowing Club Open Day
“Try Your Hand At Rowing This Year!
It’s that time of the year again! You are invited to join us for
the open day at the Wakatipu Rowing Club on Sunday 17
September 2017 between 10 am and 2pm. The club is
located on the Lake Hayes shore, just below Lake Hayes
Pavilion.
Come and meet the new team of coaches, the team has
grown substantially this year! Enjoy your first strokes with a
team of experienced rowers.
For more information please contact us at
wakatipurowing@gmail.com or call us 021 711952.
See you there,
The President and Committee of Wakatipu Rowing Club
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COMMUNITY NOTICES

Sunday lessons now available
Dan Gerard Driving Instruction has a
professional male and female driving instructor,
and is a member of the New Zealand Institute of
Driver Educators (NZIDE). The instructors offer
high quality driver training in Queenstown. They
cover a range of driving lessons.
 Learner lessons for beginners
 Assessment for Learner drivers who have been
taught by family and need their skills polished
before sitting their Restricted Test
 Refresher lessons to brush up before sitting their
Full Test
 Reversing and parking tuition - simple techniques
for confidence when parallel parking and
reversing
www.drivinginstruction.co.nz/
info@drivinginstruction.co.nz
Rach Gerard: 027 273 9610
Dan Gerard: 027 349 2447
DEFENSIVE DRIVING COURSE:
the next AA New Zealand Defensive Driving
Course is being held in Queenstown on
October 2nd, 4th,9th 11th (inclusive) from
7.00-9.00pm.
Further information please email
kaye@lakesdrivingschool.nz or txt
0276233534.
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