
Welcome back to the very first Wakatipu High 
School newsletter for Term 4! As most of you will 
know, this is an extremely busy term in secondary 
schools - particularly for seniors as their academic 
year reaches its crescendo. Seniors in fact now have 
only two more weeks of classes before Tutorial 
Week and then exams, and it is now less than six 
weeks until Year 10s go into Branches - and that 
time will fly!
Quite a few things below, including flagging a 
number of ceremonies and events that are coming 
up.

ULearn - is a massive educational conference 
(1800 delegates) which was held in Auckland in the 
second week of the holidays. This year our Senior 
Leadership Team and Heads of Learning Areas 
attended. It was an excellent conference, with a 
strong focus on the future of education - particularly 
in response to technology and its impact on the 
future world of our students. It was good to see that 
with our move to BYOD next year, our new 
timetable in 2017 and ultimately the new school in 
2018, that we are on a good pathway to be able to 
develop in this direction.
Our attendance at ULearn was possible due to the 
very generous support of the WHS Foundation. We 
are incredibly grateful for their very generous 
support for this opportunity, and all the other ways 
they support us that make such as difference for 
WHS.

Youthmark - last night was the presentation of the 
annual Youthmark awards in Invercargill. These 
prestigious awards, which are the framed photos 
and citations which line the walls of our Admin 
block, are awarded to our most excellent ‘all-round’ 
students. It is always a wonderful evening, where 
the principals from all the schools in Southland 

present their students and read their citations. Our 
students completely hold their own in this esteemed 
company, and we are very proud of them, please see 
photo below.
Our Youthmark recipients for 2015 are Rianne 
Bongers, Victoria Boult, Emily Campbell, Jacob 
Flanagan, Hebe Hilhorst, Dylan O’Connor, and 
Charlie Turner.

Uniform - a reminder that Term 4 sees a change in 
the uniform, with the girls now wearing skirts and 
socks and ties becoming optional for junior 
students. A reminder that the blazer is a compulsory 
uniform item which must be worn (and that the 
jersey is optional), and that ties still need to be worn 
correctly by seniors.

Paid Union Meeting - is on next Wednesday 
afternoon, and school will close early. Please see 
below for details.

Upcoming Ceremonies - it is that time of year 
when over the next three weeks we have a number 
of significant ceremonies:
 Excellence Assembly - next Thursday 22/10, 

at 10:05am. Parents of students receiving 
Excellence or Ad Alta awards will be notified by 
email.

 Sporting Blues - next Friday 23/10 evening, at 
Skyline; very last ticket sales available Monday 
morning.

 Senior Prizegiving - afternoon of Monday 
2/11. NB School will finish early for Juniors, 
details to follow.

 Cultural Blues - this inaugural event will be 
evening of Wednesday 3/11, here at school. 
Details below.

1

2015  •  ISSUE 31 • 16 OCTOBER

IN THIS ISSUE:

P R I N C I P A L ’ S M E S S A G E

Principal’s Message 1-2

Early School Closure Wed 21 Oct 2

Branches Camp Update 2

Noumea Trip 3

Drama Performance, Music Update 4

Cultural Blues Awards 4

Sports Coordinator Update 5-6

Careers Update 7

International Student Update 7

Important dates, Meet the Staff 8

Community Notices 9-10



2

W A K A T I P U  H I G H  S C H O O L  N E W S L E T T E R  •  1 6  O C T O B E R  2 0 1 5

BYOD - this term will also see us take our first real steps to the introduction of 
BYOD next year, including rolling out our financial support programme and our 
relationship and ‘bundle’ offers with a preferred supplier.

Student Drivers - we have had several members of the community approach 
us with concerns about WHS students on restricted licences carrying passengers, 
particularly after school. On Monday the Police are coming in to speak to Year 13 
students, and they may begin to monitor the roads around school. 
Parents - please ensure that your driving students are complying with the 
restrictions and conditions of the licenses.

This is a busy, important and exciting time of year. Parents of seniors in 
particular, ideally you are well aware of your student’s goals, where they 
currently stand in terms of those, and what they need to do in the weeks ahead to 
achieve those goals and ‘reach for their heights’. It is often a challenging time for 
students, and speaking as a parent it requires a delicate balance of 
encouragement and having expectations - do your best to support them :)
A very mixed weekend of weather ahead after this lovely week, afternoons look 
best. 
Go the ABs!!

Steve Hall
Principal

P R I N C I P A L ’ S M E S S A G E Continued…
B R A N C H E S  Y E A R  1 0  C A M P

Planning is underway for Wakatipu High School's long running Year 10 
Camp. The school website has been updated (click here).  Please take 
particular notice of the start dates for this year's camp - there are three 
different start days as the Camp takes into account the increase in student 
numbers and managing this in terms of key activities such as Rafting and the 
Lochnagar Tramp. Some students will go in Wednesday 25 November; some 
on Thursday 26 November, then the majority on Friday 27 November. 
Students will know when they go in once activity groups are named on 
Friday 20 November. Please be flexible and tolerant with this when it comes 
to offering parent transport into camp.

A "Google Classroom" has been set up for all Year 10 students to provide 
information and communication in the lead up to camp. This is a good 
method to improve student self management and to then communicate this 
information to parents! Good luck with this! 

All students have been given permission forms for camp and these are due in 
to their PE teacher by Friday 23 October.

Please note other key dates:
7 November - Queenstown Hill Challenge (a run/walking event that fund-
raises for the camp) Would be great to get students, friends, parents in this!
14 November - Year 10 student Work Day (a very important key fund 
raising activity)
20 November - Pre Branches Year 10 student gear check and day tramps. 
Groups named at the commencement of this day.

Regards 
Mr McIntyre

School will close early at 12.45pm on Wed 21 October with buses running at this 
time due to a Union Meeting. Students who need to remain at school will be supervised.

E A R L Y  S C H O O L  C L O S U R E

http://www.allteams.co.nz/wakatipu-high-school/sport/outdoor-education/camps/
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N O U M E A  T R I P

At 4:30pm on Wednesday 23rd September, we were off!! With D-money (Mr 
Ryan Myers), and Freddie C (Mrs Frederique Charbonneau) as ‘topdogs’ we 
were in SAFE hands (Ryan’s all about Safety!). Stepping off the plane in 
Noumea, Nouvelle Caledonie, eleven buzzing Year 11 French students were 
immersed in a 28 degree French culture of coconut trees and divine food. As 
a group we ventured on several activities including visiting the aquarium and 
Tjibaou (kanak cultural centre), tanning though more like sun-burning, 
snorkelling, riding on glass-bottom boats, scavenging at the local markets 
and feasting on various French cuisine. 

We spent a week with the host families who were very welcoming and 
supportive in helping us develop our French communication. Throughout 
this week we were taken to the CREIPAC language school every morning for 
four half-days with focus on building our comprehension of tenses, history of 
Nouvelle Caledonie, listening, and speaking. The group highlight was our day 
trip to Phare Amedee on the third to last day. At this small picturesque island 
with a lighthouse and the tiniest place in the world to post a card, we were 
busy climbing coconut trees, tying sarongs, swimming with turtles amongst 
the coral reef, and lastly eating ourselves silly with the buffet meal provided. 
This was topped off with D-money winning a solo with the live entertainment 
of tropical music and dance. 

We were very emotional waving our hosts goodbye, hopping on the 
departure plane bound for cold weather. We are very grateful to Mr Myers 
and Mrs Charbonneau for tolerating us over the 13 days and making it an 
experience to remember, also a big thanks to Mr Guillaume Charton for 
organising the trip, it was a shame he was not able to join us due to his baby 
son being born. Every one of us has felt that we have improved our French 
skills immensely. Hopefully future French students look into this 
opportunity as it is eye-opening (because if not we’d happily take your tickets 
again).

Merci Beaucoup!! 
Par Jessica, Lucy, Elsie et L’equipe Noumea!! :)
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D R A M A  P E R F O R M A N C E

M U S I C  U P D A T E

Wakatipu High School's Cultural Blues Awards will be held at 
Wakatipu High School’s Performing Arts Suite, on Tuesday, 3 
November 2015. 

Tickets will be on sale from the 12th to the 23rd October at the 
school office and cost $30 per person.

Venue: WHS Performing Arts Suite, 5:30pm - 9.30pm (approx)

If you have any queries or wish to discuss please contact me at 
etyler@wakatipu.school.nz

A busy time in the Music department over the next couple of weeks with the Jazz combo 
off to the annual Jazz competition in Invercargill this Friday and the full band taking 
part in the Queenstown Jazz festival at Labour weekend. This year we are lucky to have 
a full workshop session on the Sunday afternoon followed by a performance at the Big 
Band concert in the Memorial Centre later that night. With prize-giving and the 
Cultural evening happening the week after our musicians will have plenty of 
performance opportunities.

Fri Oct 17 (Week 1) Invercargill Jazz festival - Jazz combo
Fri 24/Sat 25 Oct Queenstown Jazz festival. 
The workshops run on Sunday afternoon from 3-5pm for full band with performance at 
the evening concert in the Memorial Hall. There may be a gig on the Saturday afternoon 
but this is TBC.
Mon Nov 2 - Senior Prize-giving. Jazz band/Acoustic acts TBC
Tues Nov 3 - Cultural Blues evening. Jazz band/Acoustic acts

Please contact Alison Price or Emma Tyler if you have any questions.

C U L T U R A L  B L U E S  A W A R D S  2 0 1 5

Level One Drama Performance - Thursday 22 October 5pm

The Drama department is currently preparing for our final Live Performance for 2015, performed by the Level One Drama Class. It is an assessment 
opportunity for our Level One’s to achieve NCEA credits for their “Major Acting Role”.
We are performing 3 adapted plays on THURSDAY 22 OCT in the WHS Drama Room.
We are very lucky to have two of our very promising Year 13 students help direct this year.

The Three Plays are:
Shakespeare’s Comedy “As You Like It” - directed by Victoria Boult
A contemporary NZ play called “The boy who caused 9/11” - directed by Samantha Perry
The Greek Tragedy “Antigone” - directed by Mrs Moetaua

Entry is by gold coin donation. 

mailto:etyler@wakatipu.school.nz
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S P O R T S  C O O R D I N A T O R  U P D A T E

It was a busy end to Term 3 with several students preparing to head away to compete in the holidays. We had Swimming, Skiing, Snowboarding, Mountain 
Biking, Golf and Cycling all on the agenda. We now move on to the summer sports with cricket ramping up and teams getting ready for the season in the over in 
Frankton for the last couple of weeks. Athletics will be under way soon as will the touch season; there is even a rumour of some ultimate Frisbee coming up. 
For any information about summer sports this year please see Mr Munday in the PE office. 

Mountain Biking – this year we had a great turn out for the South Island Championships held in Dunedin. Simon Read won the U20 Downhill and Sam Robbie 
had a big win in the Downhill in the U16 age group to win the overall U16 category also. This combined with podium finishes from Hamish Mcleod, Lucy 
Campbell and Emily Campbell set the team up to be 3rd place overall in the schools championship. A big thank you goes out to Rosie Thompson and all of the 
parents who travelled with the team  and set them up for a great couple of days.

CROSS COUNTRY
U20 GIRLS
2nd Lucy Campbell
3rd Emily Campbell

U16 BOYS
6th Isaac Norton

DOWNHILL
U20 BOYS
1st Simon Read
5th Blair McLeod
9th Scott Robb
12th Riley McLay

U17 BOYS
10th Sam Cameron

U16 BOYS
1st Sam Robbie
3rd Hamish McLeod

OVERALL COMBINED 
POINTS
U20 BOYS
3rd Simon Read
8th Scott Robb
11th Riley McLay

U16 BOYS
1st Sam Robbie
4th Hamish McLeod

Swimming – Two swimmers represented WHS at the South Island Championships in the holidays with great 
success. Gabby White was right up there with a 4th place in the 50m Backstroke and two 5th placings in the 200m 
breaststroke and the 100m IM. Danique Ehmann also continued her great run with a bronze medal in the 50m 
Freestyle which has qualified her for the National Age Group Swimming Championships at the end of Summer. 
Congratulations!

Athletics – The first session to meet the coaches will be held at the events centre next Tuesday 20th October. All 
students are welcome to get down and find out what it is all about. Athletics is a great sport and will help improve 
athletic performance over all movements that will contribute to better performance in you winter sport also. If 
y0u would like to join the club you can register online at www.remarkablerunners.co.nz or just turn up on 
Tuesday night and give it a go.

Netball Uniforms - Thanks to those who have returned these but we still have a number of uniforms outstanding, especially Senior Girls. There will be a charge if 
these are not returned to Tyree at the canteen. Thanks.

http://www.remarkablerunners.co.nz/
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S P O R T S  C O O R D I N A T O R  U P D A T E

Skiing and Snowboarding – The holidays also brought the curtain down on a stellar ski season for Wakatipu High School students on the snow. The New 
Zealand Youth Series wrapped up with the U16 Girls dominating the top of the leader board followed by Cardrona Resort hosting the Youth Nationals for 
skiing and snowboarding.

Continued…

New Zealand Youth Series - Overall Results
U16 Boys
Slalom - Ben Ellis 2nd

Giant Slalom - Ben Ellis 2nd

Super G - Ben Ellis 2nd

Overall - Ben Ellis 2nd

U16 Girls 
Slalom - Alex Hull 1st

- Alice Robinson 2nd

- Andie Gillings 3rd

Giant Slalom - Sophie Thompson 1st

- Alice Robinson 2nd

- Livvie Thompson 3rd

Super G - Alice Robinson 1st

- Alex Hull 2nd

Overall - Alice Robinson 1st

- Alex Hull 2nd

- Sophie Thompson 3rd

Golf - Congratulations to Jack Turner and Callum Judkins, who won the Junior Toro match play as part of the Otago 
team, beating Canterbury by a point. This is the first time a South Island team has won this event. Well done!

Sporting Blues – There is only one week to go until the Sporting Blues Awards evening to be held at Skyline 
Gondola. A reminder that tickets were only available until today! If you have missed out please see Erin in the office 
on Monday morning at the latest to purchase your ticket and book your seat. After this time we will be unable to sell 
any more tickets as the seating will have been finalised with Skyline. On the night please remember formal attire is 
expected and your ticket will be needed to board the gondola. Please arrive from 5 – 5:30 pm to board the gondola so 
that the ceremony can start on time at 6pm.

James Munday
Sports Coordinator

NZ Junior Nationals 
Snowboard Slopestyle Yr 9-10 Boys - Ethan Cruise 4th

Yr 11-13 Boys - Ryusei Wakushima 3rd

- Finn Duffy 5th

Snowboard Halfpipe Yr 11-13 Boys - Ryusei Wakushima 6th

- Finn Duffy 7th

Yr 9-10 Boys - Ethan Cruise 4th

Yr 11-13 Boys - Ryusei Wakushima 3rd

- Finn Duffy 6th

Overall Yr 9-10 Boys - Ethan Cruise 4th

Yr 11-13 Boys - Ryusei Wakushima 3rd

Ski Big Mountain Yr 9-10 Girls - Sophie Thompson 1st

- Livvie Thompson 2nd



7

W A K A T I P U  H I G H  S C H O O L  N E W S L E T T E R  •  1 6  O C T O B E R  2 0 1 5

C A R E E R S  U P D A T E

StudyLink on-line applications – the Careers Team plan to hold a session to support students and/or parents with this process, which we know can be 
difficult to manage. This will take place on Tuesday 20 October from the beginning of Break 2 through until 4.30pm in D11. StudyLink have informed us 
that students need to have their application complete by 16 December. This means students need to start the process as soon as possible to ensure they 
have time to complete all the requirements. You will need:
- student IRD Number
- student Bank Account number

If you think you will qualify for a Student Allowance (towards living costs and does not have to be paid back) then you will need to do the Parent 
Indicator Test on the StudyLink web-site (www.studylink.govt.nz) to establish if you are eligible and how much (if under $91,448 parent combined 
income then qualify for Living Allowance on a sliding scale to $55,027 which qualifies for a full Living Allowance). You will need to provide a Parent 
Summary of Earnings for last complete financial year. 

If you have any questions, please contact Bronwyn Gardiner at bgardiner@wakatipu.school.nz

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  S T U D E N T  U P D A T E

Hi everyone!
I'm Anna from Italy and today I want to share a secret with you: you are the luckiest person in the world!
You might have never stopped to think about it but, let me tell you, you live in the best country in the world! 
(...after Italy of course).

During the school holidays I had the chance to join a trip around the country with many others exchange 
students who are currently based in New Zealand. Part of our itinerary included Rotorua, Wellington, Abel 
Tasman National Park, Kaikoura, Franz Joseph, Wanaka and, last but not least, beautiful Queenstown.  Each 
and every place that we saw and town we drove through was beautiful in its kind. The drives their selves were 
stunning because of the many different sceneries.

But I would also like to spend a few words on something that I consider to be even more important than the 
wicked places we visited: the people.  As our tour manager would say, life is not about riches and properties 
but it's about feelings and emotions, and what really count in life are human relationships and friendships.
It feels thrilling, perhaps unsettling, to think about how many amazing people and cultures I got to know and 
how much I learnt from this FERNtastic experience!

A massive thank you to everyone who made it happen!

http://www.studylink.govt.nz/
mailto:bgardiner@wakatipu.school.nz


8

W A K A T I P U  H I G H  S C H O O L  N E W S L E T T E R  •  1 6  O C T O B E R  2 0 1 5

Meet the Staff… 

Sarah Wantier

How long have you been at WHS?
I just celebrated my 1 year anniversary here.

What is your position?
Student Records Officer

What do you love about the job?
Having the responsibility of assisting new students make a seamless transition into joining 
Wakatipu High. Not to mention being part of a truly awesome Office Team!

What do you like doing in your free time?
When I do get a moment between organising playdates, sleepovers and entertaining my 
busy 8 year old twins, I thoroughly enjoy a good movie, spending quality time with my 
husband and friends, dining out and discovering all NZ has to offer!

What item could you not live without?
That would have to be my camera. I am a photographer at heart, immortalizing way too 
many memories along the way!

What do you like about Queenstown?
Where to start… I always find myself admiring the absolutely breath taking stunning 
scenery we're surrounded by, the rugged mountains, the beauty of Lake Wakatipu. 
Wherever I look, it's picture perfect! Then there's the numerous paragliders gracing the sky 
on any given day, the diversity of people, the community spirit and the list goes on. I love 
the resort town-feel of Queenstown, the constant holiday vibe be it Summer or Winter.

Describe yourself in three words:
Honest, reliable, very organised, empathic and a good sense of humour. Oops, that's more 
than three, sorry!

WHO EVENT DATE

All School closes early 21 Oct

All Excellence Assembly 22 Oct

All Sporting Blues Awards 23 Oct

All Labour Day 26 Oct

Yr 11,12,13
Senior Prizegiving
School finishes early 
for Juniors

2 Nov 

All Cultural Blues Awards 3 Nov

Orientation Day 13 Nov

Yr 9 Branches Camp Starts 26 Nov

Yr 9,10 Junior Prizegiving 10 Dec

Important dates for your diary…
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C O M M U N I T Y  N O T I C E S
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C O M M U N I T Y  N O T I C E S

SOUTHERN REAP “Treaty of Waitangi Training” with Gina Nathan

A Two Day Workshop designed to pass along knowledge and increase 

understanding of TeTiriti o Waitangi: to see the world when viewed from 

a Maori perspective.

Thursday and Friday 19 & 20 NOV

9:30am – 3:30pm at the St John rooms FRANKTON

$60 for the two days – morning tea, lunch and afternoon tea provided.

Phone Southern REAP on 03 236 6008 or 0800 111 117 to enrol.

Guitar, Drums and Bass Tuition
Estab 2007

Phil Hartshorn BA (HONS) PGDip Tching
Email: phil@philiphartshorn.com
Mobile: 021 075 0927
Please read my student testimonials.

JOIN THE TEAM!!! Queenstown Marathon is looking for 

hundreds of volunteers for this year’s marathon on 21 

November 2015. From set up, to aid stations and 

marshalling, there are hundreds of great volunteer positions 

available. To get involved, or for more event information, 

head online:

www.airnzqueenstownmarathon.co.nz/volunteer

https://www.facebook.com/events/496707030476612/
mailto:phil@philiphartshorn.com
http://philiphartshorn.com/testimonials/
http://www.airnzqueenstownmarathon.co.nz/volunteer

