PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE
Kia ora, welcome to the Wakatipu High School newsletter. Another varied week at WHS with Senior Exams
finishing and the Year 9 Ski programme cancelled yesterday - which was a shame, but the programme will now
run on the reserve day, Thursday 7 September in Week 7.
Students’ 2018 Course Options closed this afternoon - I hope your student got their subject choices submitted on
time. We are now on to finalising exam entries, so please make sure that you see the NZQA section below for
details.
New School - as I noted last week, a small group of us visited the new school last Friday. The progress since our
last visit was amazing, with the shape and form of many areas beginning to be complete which was really useful
for us to see. It was great to see how big and bright so many parts of the new school are, it was an exciting visit. It
is certainly a hive of activity with 220 workers onsite now. Do make sure you go to our new school Facebook page
for all the latest.
Branches Parent Meeting - an important evening for all Year 10 parents to explain the famous Branches
Camp. Put Wednesday 20 September, 7pm in your diaries!
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Student Diaries - speaking of diaries, if your student is struggling with organisation and planning, our 2017
Student Diaries are now on sale at half price - only $5 from the Office!
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‘Guardian emails’ - hopefully parents are finding this system useful for being informed about and supporting
students and their learning. We understand there has been some confusion re emails the programme is using apparently all is ok, but if you do have any questions please email office@wakatipu.school.nz
Exams are over for seniors, but this term remains a very important one for teaching and learning for all students,
and we are moving through it quickly. Please support students to be focussed on their education at this time.
Enjoy the weekend, another mixed combo with Saturday definitely the pick for outdoor activities.
Steve Hall
Principal
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES STUDENT ELECTION
MEMO TO ALL STUDENTS: Board of Trustees Student Representative Election 2016
Nominations are invited for the election of one student representative to the Board of Trustees.
All full time students from Years 9 – 13 are eligible to be placed on the electoral roll, stand for election and vote in the school’s election for the Student
Representative on the Wakatipu High School Board of Trustees.
If you are considering standing for an election, you need to print the nomination form emailed to all students or obtain a nomination form from the school office.
This form is to be completed and returned to Miss Dawson at the school office before midday on Friday 25 August, along with a short candidate statement (400
words max) that will be printed as part of the voting paper. There will be a list of candidates' names as they come to hand on the notice board by the School
Office.
The voting roll is open for inspection at the School Office and may be viewed during the hours the office is open.
The student representative's term of office is 12 months. Further information may be found in the Student Trustee Handbook - this link was emailed to all
students on 10 August.
Voting papers will be given to students on Wednesday 30 August in Ako time. Voting will close at midday on Friday 8 September 2017.
The timeline for the student elections is as follows:
Electoral Roll available
Nomination forms available
Nominations close
Voting papers issued in Ako time
Voting closes
New trustee takes office

Wednesday 9 August
Thursday 10 August
Midday Friday 25 August
Wednesday 30 August
Midday Friday 8 September
Thursday 21 September – First Board of Trustees Meeting

Karla Dawson (Principal’s PA)
Returning Officer
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NZQA FEES
NZQA Fees and Financial Assistance for NCEA Exams 2017
Paying your fees will enable your results to be recorded on your Record of Achievement and to receive any certificates.
 Domestic Students pay $76.70 for all standards.
 International students pay $383.30 for all standards.
 Scholarship exam fees are $30 per subject (International students Scholarship Fee is $102.20). These have now been added to the Portal.
If you are a domestic student you can apply for Financial Assistance, to see if you meet the conditions please click here for further information. To get
Financial Assistance you need to complete the Financial Assistance form and hand it in to the school office. You can get this form from the office or the
NZQA website.
Click here for a letter regarding further information about entries for Achievement/Unit Standards – any changes need to be completed by 25 August.
All fees are due by Wednesday 30 August 2017.

UNIFORM SHOP GOING ONLINE
A reminder that from 1 September the WHS Uniform Shop is going online - well, mostly. The majority of our uniform comes from Argyle Schoolwear, and
after careful consideration, as a number of local Primary schools have, we have decided to use their online shop for the items they supply.
The benefits of an online Uniform Shop include:
 Convenience - open 24/7 (rather than the limited hours of our current shop)
 Phone ordering option
 Multiple payment options
 Always fully stocked
The cost of individual items may vary from the current prices (some items will increase, others will decrease) however overall there will be a small net
decrease in cost for an entire uniform. Items will be delivered within 3-5 working days via track and trace courier, with freight costs $4.25 - $10 per package
depending on weight.
Our onsite Uniform Shop will still operate and continue to sell non-Argyle items, including socks, belts, jerseys and tights, as well as holding a full size range
of items for fitting and sizing purposes.
Our Uniform Manager, Charmaine Wedderburn, will still be available at the end and beginning of the school years to help with sizing of uniform items.
Any questions or concerns please do not hesitate to contact Charmaine on 03-4427370 Ext 704 or email cwedderburn@wakatipu.school.nz
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JAZZ FESTIVAL
Last week the jazz group attended the Southern Jam Jazz Festival in Blenheim with 12 other schools and over two hundred students performing. Over four
days the group played at a primary school, pub, combined clubs and cafe. They also had a masterclass with the judges and a competition.
The stand out performer this year was Daniel Lewis who made it into the Allstars band as the electric bass player and went on to win the overall Best Bass
Player which was significant given the standards of musicians at this festival. Becky Reid was highly commended for her vocal skills and our smaller
ensemble group gained a Silver grading and the Most Promising Band award, indicating the continued growth in skill and repertoire covered.
Thanks to Matt Rhodes, our fabulous bus driver and Paula Bell, for all her amazing work in organising the food for six days. Thanks also to all the parents
who provided the meals and home baking. It was an excellent trip with an excellent group of students who should be very proud of their efforts.
Alison Price
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SPORTS UPDATE
WHS/MAC Exchange - Wednesday 23 August - WHS is hosting our new winter sports exchange against Mt Aspiring College on Wednesday 23 August
at the Event Centre. This inaugural exchange sets up an exciting new local derby and gives teams a chance to have warm up games prior to winter tournament
week at the beginning of September. Electronic permission slips with relevant information have been emailed to all parents of athletes competing in the
exchange and these are due to be submitted by 9am Monday.
A copy of the draw is attached here: WHS/MAC Exchange Draw.
Students have also been emailed the details and expectations for the day. All support is welcome!
Rugby - Congratulations to the following players who have trialled and been selected into age group Otago Country rep rugby teams:
U14: Lucas Erskine, Oliver Herron, Keanu Panapa and Dj Van Schalkwyk
U16: Litogi Isamaeli and Lachlan Marshall
U18: Ben Standish
Girls: Bella Jolly
Sporting Blues 2017 - The nomination form for the Sporting Blues will be published in next week’s school newsletter. Nominations close Mon 4 September.
Laura Allen - Sports Coordinator
lallen@wakatipu.school.nz

MUSIC UPDATE
We were extremely luck to have two great performances in our Music Room on Wednesday – the NZ String Quartet and the Whiffenpoofs visited and
performed to students and staff during Break 2 and Break 3.

NZ String Quartet

The Whiffenpoofs
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CAREERS UPDATE
University and Polytech Course/Enrolment Application Deadlines
Polytech courses can be applied for from early July and it is wise to apply early as in many cases places are filled on first in basis. Students who haven’t
applied already need to apply ASAP.
Applications for University Restricted Entry Courses such as PE at Otago, all Teaching (Primary and Early Childhood) degrees are due by mid-August
(now).
Applications for Music Performance courses are due by Sept but ASAP is advisable (to allow auditions to be scheduled).
Applications for Massey Uni – Design/Fine Arts opened 1 July but it is advisable to apply early ie ASAP as places fill.
For other University study programmes (excluding limited entry courses) new first year students must enrol by 10 December for all Universities
except for Auckland University which is 8 December. If unsure please check with us at the Careers Office.
Course Planning Support for Enrolments
We have the following Liaison Advisors running Course Planning for students enrolling for 2018 Programmes. These are as follows:
Victoria University – Monday 11 September
Otago University – Wednesday 13 September – all day but we try to schedule students during breaks and SIL periods
Canterbury University – Wednesday 27 September (9.15-10.15am)
Auckland University – date to be confirmed later September
Accommodation - students who have not already applied and are intending to apply to live in Uni/Poly accommodation colleges need to request the
School Common Confidential Reference NOW and do their application by mid-September. The accommodation application closing date is 30 September,
however the school reference deadline is 15 September (from this date the accommodation office matches the student application with the school reference
and forwards to the individual Accommodation College) it is highly recommended students work to the 15 September date.
Studylink - We will run an after school session in the library on Thursday 14 September to assist students with the loan application process. Students
requiring help with this are asked to diary this date to make the most of the support we provide. It can be complicated and time consuming therefore it is
not ideal doing this on-on-one with many students.
Bronwyn Gardiner
Careers Advisor
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HEAD STUDENT UPDATE
So Folks what a week indeedy…
Tuesday 15 August marked the last day of the dreaded school/mock exams. The guys, gals, friends, foes and martians from Mars (as Mr Quaid would put it)
have been working and putting their time into hopefully scoring good marks, and coincidently good predictions in terms of if it's gonna be a pass, fail, or an
endorsement. As of Thursday the previous week, it's been four day replica in terms of how the end of year exams intend on running, with the exams now
being held upstairs, throughout all the upper classrooms of R-Block, starting from 9:00am-12:00pm will be the morning exams, and 1:00pm-4:00pm for
the afternoon.
Currently, mid week post exams, there is a feel of relief in the air, mocks are over and the end of year exams seem distant. A common illusion, an invented
misconception, reality is exams are only 11 weeks off, and I don't know about the rest of the fellas in this rabbit race, but I got a hefty load of internals to
crunch through, as well as learn new topics. So for the fellow pair reading this, batten down the hatches, hoist the sails and fly! I know for a lot of us
students (including me), it's incredibly, utmost excruciatingly difficult to ponder in class on a bluebird day, and glare out the window at Coronet Peak,
gleaming in a fresh 28cms of new snow, just thinking about how the new DPS, Wailer 112RP, 184’s would just float through that heavenly bliss, oh yes boy
me oh my, like a hot knife through butter, think the Alta chutes are also still charging, come Saturday I expect to see both folks and kids stomping cliffs and
pow! Anyway… school and, exams! Also equally important, it's essential to have a balance, maintaining mental health is just as crucial as physical.
The school’s Councils are also busy beavering away. The Supreme Deluxe Environmental Alpha Council (I’m Chairman of that one) has had its first sewing
bee on Thursday, after school. The sewing bee includes using old carpets, t-shirts and curtains, materials donated to ‘Queenstown Boomerang Bags’, and
converting them into shopping bags, which will be located outside of local supermarkets, as a sustainable option compared to using traditional plastic bags.
‘Queenstown Boomerang Bags’ have other sewing bees within the Queenstown Community, if you would like to get involved, contact Georgia Todd at
drifton_4@hotmail.com, and just state that you would like to get involved with the Boomerang Bag campaign. Also the Council has now officially changed
its name; ‘The Supreme Deluxe’ so any students, heads, staff alike, you know how to address the greatest Council of all…
If anyone (both students, staff and parents), would also like to get involved in before school/work Ski Touring, Darryl Tatom and Jeff Desbecker are
running a programme for beginners up Coronet Peak every Wednesday, contact them at small.planet@xtra.co.nz and simply say you'd like to get involved.
Cheers, that’s all from me,
Louie Tatom-Cross
Deputy Head Boy
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WHS FOUNDATION BUSINESS PARTNERSHIP PROGRAMME
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Important dates for your diary…
WHO

EVENT

DATE

Yr 9-12

Course Option Selection Due

Fri 18 Aug

Mt Aspiring Sports Exchange

Wed 23 Aug

Yr 10

Year 10 Health Expo

Thu 24 Aug

All

BoT Student Rep Nominations Due

Fri 25 Aug

All

Winter Tournament Week

4-9 Sept

All

Maori Language Week

11-15 Sept

Yr 10

Branches Parent Meeting 7pm

Wed 20 Sept

Yr 9

Year 9 Journeys

26-28 Sept

All

Last day of term

Fri 29 Sept

BRANCHES TRUST AGM
The Branches Trust AGM will be held on Thursday 24 August at
5.30pm at the Queenstown Police Rooms (access via the outside
staircase). All welcome.

Meet the Staff…
Katherine Beaumont
How long have you been at WHS?
Since January 2017
What is your position?
Dean of Arthur House and
Teacher of Media Studies and English
What do you love about the job?
The wonderful people I get to work with inside and out of the classroom.
What do you like doing in your free time?
I'm a bit of a homebody so I like reading, watching films, sewing, cooking.
What item could you not live without?
Pyjamas and Activewear
What do you like about Queenstown?
It's so beautiful! I hope I'll never take these sights for granted. I'm happy
anytime I'm looking at the water or the mountains.
Describe yourself in three words: Positive, enthusiastic and kind.

CUP/TROPHY RETURN
It is time to return any trophies/cups that you were presented with
from Senior Prize Giving in 2016. Please return to the school office.
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COMMUNITY NOTICES

We are fundraising with Entertainment! Purchase your Entertainment
Membership from Wakatipu High School to support our fundraising efforts.
The NEW 2017 | 2018 Entertainment Book, or the new Entertainment Digital
Membership for your smartphone is a great gift idea this Father’s Day as it is
packed with thousands of up to 50% OFF and 2-for-1 offers for the best local
restaurants, cafés, attractions, hotel accommodation, travel, and more!
Plus, for a limited time, delivery is FREE when you buy a Book online from us!
Buy from us now!
www.entertainmentbook.co.nz/orderbooks/260506v
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COMMUNITY NOTICES

How will we live in the future? That’s the question speakers at Catalyst
Trust’s ‘inSight – a sneak peek into our future’ event will answer from
multiple angles the first weekend of September (2-3).

Brexit, Trump and the Rise (and fall?) of Post-Truth Populism – and
Implications for New Zealand’s General Election
Sunday, August 27, 7- 8:30 p.m.

Keynote speakers will look at the big issues and technologies that give
us context and options for our future - and our town’s.

Brexit and the election of Donald Trump – linked by opposition to
globalization and ‘taking back’ state sovereignty – have raised questions
about the durability of the liberal international order.

Saturday, we look at the big picture. How will our town shape us and - if
we have a choice - how can we shape our town? Is it a question of
reinvent or die for Queenstown? How will technology disrupt our town
and the way we interact? And to finish, a look at the snow study
launched in Queenstown this year, asking what’s next for snow?
Sunday, we will hone in on health and education. Technology is offering
disruptive opportunities and challenges for both. Education is facing a
technology enabled revolution - what might this mean for higher
education and Queenstown? What could gene therapy and gene editing
mean to us and our healthcare system? And have we lost out to bacteria
in the evolutionary arms race?
InSight also includes TEDish talks, science busking and science fair
presentations from Wakatipu primary and high school students on their
views of our future and Sci Shorts - films from the Centre for Science
Communication.

Yet this has proven to be more resilient than many imagined. Theresa
May and Donald Trump are finding it difficult to implement their
nationalist agendas and there’s been a significant counter-response in
many Western countries.
Far from ending globalization, might post-truth populism’s major impact
be to intensify liberal efforts to address its downsides, like spiraling civil
conflicts, environmental decline and growing economic inequality? And
what might be some implications for the New Zealand general election?
University of Otago Politics Prof Robert Patman, The Rees Hotel
Queenstown conference room. $5 koha at door. Please register at
connect@catalystnz.org

The programme for this free event runs 10:30a.m. to 5:30p.m. both days
at Queenstown Memorial Centre. Programme and speaker details on
www.catalystnz.org and our Facebook page and keep an eye out for our
brochure.

15

WAKATIPU

HIGH

SCHOOL

NEWSLETTER •

18

AUGUST 2017

COMMUNITY NOTICES

Sunday lessons now available
Dan Gerard Driving Instruction has a
professional male and female driving instructor,
and is a member of the New Zealand Institute of
Driver Educators (NZIDE). The instructors offer
high quality driver training in Queenstown. They
cover a range of driving lessons.
 Learner lessons for beginners
 Assessment for Learner drivers who have been
taught by family and need their skills polished
before sitting their Restricted Test
 Refresher lessons to brush up before sitting their
Full Test
 Reversing and parking tuition - simple techniques
for confidence when parallel parking and
reversing
www.drivinginstruction.co.nz/
info@drivinginstruction.co.nz
Rach Gerard: 027 273 9610
Dan Gerard: 027 349 2447
AA NEW ZEALAND DEFENSIVE DRIVING COURSE:
(please note change of date) next course is going to be held in
Queenstown on August 21st ,23rd ,28th & 30th (inclusive) from
7.00-9.00pm.
Please txt Kaye on 027 623 3534
or email kaye@queenstowndrivertraining.co.nz; for further
information.

16

WAKATIPU

HIGH

SCHOOL

NEWSLETTER •

18

AUGUST 2017

COMMUNITY NOTICES

17

