PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE

ISSUE 13 • 18 MAY 2018
IN THIS ISSUE:
Principal’s Message

1

Adverse Weather

2

13 Reasons Why

3

Stop, Drop, Read, Languages Update

4

Careers Update, Business Studies Update 5
Arts Update

6

Showing Off Exhibition

7

Sports Update

8-10

NZ Alpine Sports Academy, Ski Passes

11

Important Dates, Meet the Staff

12

Trades Thanks

12

WHS Foundation Gala Dinner

13

WHS Foundation Business Partners

14

Community Notices

15-22

Kia ora and welcome again to the Wakatipu High
School newsletter on Pink Shirt day! It was great to
see so many students and staff wearing pink and
supporting this important day which fits so well with
our school value of inclusion - kotahitanga. It was
great to begin the Excellence and Ad Alta assemblies
with Arthur and Duncan Houses today. These
important assemblies acknowledge excellence in
both achievement and engagement with learning for
the first part of the year. It was great to have parents
come and join us, thanks to those who came along.
Just a few things from me today, including some
important reminders.

Parent Feedback - as per last week, please
click here for the parent feedback survey. A big
thanks to the parents who have already done it. It
closes on Monday so please do take a few minutes to
complete it. We really do value people’s feedback,
and thank you in anticipation of taking the time to
provide it.

Adverse Weather - with snow on the hills and in
the forecasts we will soon have snow and ice affecting
our roads and the operation of the school. Please see
below for information which includes possible
scenarios and responses, and how we will
communicate with you.

WHS Foundation Dinner - another reminder re
this important fundraiser for the WHS Foundation,
which does such an incredible job of supporting
WHS. Please see the flyer further down in the
newsletter.

LE Reports - will be available on the Portal this
evening. As always, please do take the time to go
through it over the weekend with your student, and
celebrate and/or review expectations as appropriate.
Families being engaged is a very important factor in
students’ learning, progress and achievement.
New School - with the cold weather arriving for real
this week, the process of ‘tuning’ the building
management system and temperatures inside the
school continued as we knew it would need to. It did
mean there were some cold spaces early in the week
but these have nearly all been sorted over the last few
days. Unfortunately our fine new ball fences have
still not been erected so the temporary fencing is still
in place - which is frustrating and a shame especially
as the First XV play their first game at home on our
field tomorrow.

Netflix ‘13 Reasons Why’ Season Two - another
reminder re this, which has been in the media this
week in anticipation of its release. Please see below
for info for parents about the upcoming second
series.

A very mixed autumn weekend ahead, fingers
crossed the weather’s not too bad for sport and
outdoor activities - I’d recommend a good jacket and
hat if you’re on the sidelines!
Steve Hall
Principal
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ADVERSE WEATHER
We are now approaching the time of year when adverse weather, including snow and ice, can affect roads and buses and the operation of the school. This year
with a mixed bus model, both with school buses and public buses, there is an added level of coordination required and potentially different possibilities that we
will communicate to our community. Below are the two main adverse weather scenarios and the methods of communication that we will use re adverse weather.
Adverse Weather Overnight and early Morning
We will liaise with QLDC’s roading contractor and the bus coordinator and make a decision re any changes to the school day. If changes are made they are likely
to be:
a) School is open as normal, however some buses may be delayed or cancelled.
b) School has a delayed start (usually 10am), with a compacted timetable. Buses may be delayed or cancelled.
c) School is closed.
Please note that we liaise with all the schools in the Wakatipu Basin, and our decisions are generally coordinated (although sometimes conditions are different for
schools).
Adverse Weather During the School Day
Please note that closing the school early is problematic for a number of reasons (notably trying to run all buses early), and we will try and run school until the
normal end of day if at all possible. Accordingly we do not want parents coming to school to collect their children unless specifically notified to do so.
The likely scenarios for adverse weather events during the school day are:
a) School runs until normal time, and buses run as normal.
b) School runs until normal time, but some buses run early &/or runs are altered.
c) School closes early, with buses also running early. In some cases bus routes may be altered.
d) In an extreme adverse weather event students may be kept at school until travel is safe or even stay overnight.
Communication
We will use the following channels for communicating with parents and students about adverse weather impacts:
 WHS App alert - please download the free WHS App and sign up for alerts
 Text - NB please ensure the school office has your correct mobile number
 WHS Website - we put any adverse weather information on here
 Radio - announcements will also be made on local radio stations
 For more information on these communications options, please check our website News page
( www.wakatipu.school.nz/news-and-communications )
Our primary concern is the safety of our students and this will always be paramount in our decision making. Please note that this also includes us being mindful
of our student drivers and we ask that parents proactively monitor student vehicle use during winter, and ensure that vehicles are equipped for winter driving
conditions.
James Rasmussen, Deputy Principal
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13 REASONS WHY
Netflix ‘13 Reasons Why’ Season Two - info and advice for parents
You may be aware of the public discussion generated by the Netflix series ‘13 Reasons Why’ last year. This show was widely watched and talked about by
teenagers last year.
Season Two will be released worldwide on Friday 18 May. In Season One, themes of suicide, sexual assault, consent, bullying and other issues made some
viewers feel distressed and in need of support, and similar and equally confronting themes will be present in Season Two.
In the lead-up to the release, some young people may re-watch the first Season, or watch it for the first time. Young people may feel the show represents the
issues they face. Banning, or recommending a ban on viewing it can be harmful as young people will still watch it but feel they have to hide that from adults.
The issues raised in the series are significant, and offer a good opportunity to talk to our young people about these difficult life events - but it is important that
those conversations are safe ones. To help parents with this, information is available on the resource hub of the Mental Health Foundation website. Additional
support material will be added to this hub prior to 18 May. The Office of Film and Literature Classification has also released a guide for parents: Talking with
young people about what they’re watching.
If you are concerned about a young person, please seek help. The Mental Health Foundation have a list of contacts, or phone your local DHB’s Mental Health
Crisis Team. Support is also available from a trained Counsellor anytime by calling or texting 1737. You are also welcome to meet with one of our school
Counsellors - Vicki Patton vpatton@wakatipu.school.nz or Christopher Tweddell ctweddell@wakatipu.school.nz.
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LANGUAGES UPDATE

STOP, DROP & READ - Year 9 Reading Competition

Language Perfect World Championships

Congratulations to the winners of 'Stop, Drop and Read' for
Week 2:
- Katie Westphall
- James Scoles
- Megan McCulloch
- Sophie Thompson
- Sade Kaihe

The 2018 Language Perfect World Championships begin next week from 6pm
Monday 21 May! All languages students from Year 9 to Year 13 are invited to
compete in this amazing event which will last 10 days! This is a world wide event
focusing on learning languages via a fun online competition and involving all
students learning a second (or even a third, fourth...) language. There are also
many prizes to be won!

Parents - please support your child with their reading!
OECD research shows that reading for pleasure is the
single most important indicator of a child’s future
success.
Studies also have found that exposure to fiction increases
empathy, as well as having a positive correlation with social
support. Reading for pleasure has health benefits including
reducing stress: Mindlab International’s research found that
tension eased and heart rates slowed down in subjects who read
silently for as little as six minutes.

All you need is to log on to your Education Perfect Account and go to the World
Championship part of it. Let's beat last year's result (Wakatipu High School
finished 9th in Aotearoa New Zealand)!
Bonne chance! Kia kaha!!!
Guillaume Charton
HoLA Languages

The research also shows that reading for pleasure at school is
strongly influenced by relationships between teachers and
children, and children and families. Parents are influential in
developing early reading for enjoyment, and if books are valued
from a young age, this is likely to continue. We need to take a
collective approach across school and community.
So come on, everyone - STOP, DROP & READ!!!
Lucy Ford
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BUSINESS STUDIES UPDATE
Dr Sam Hazeldine Inspires Budding Entrepreneurs
Last Friday the Business Studies students from Years 10 to 13 were fortunate to hear
from Dr Sam Hazeldine. A recipient of the New Zealand Young Entrepreneur of the
Year and founder of the internationally successful business MedRecruit, Sam shared
his three foundations for business success. The students enjoyed his overall message
of “purpose, passion, presence”. They will now be able to integrate the key points of
his talk into their upcoming business activities.
Looking ahead:
 Year 11 students are working towards their market days that will be held on 7-8
June where they have produced a product.
 Year 12 are currently undertaking market research to support and community
based group through their business activity.
 Year 13 are focusing on an innovative and sustainable product with consultation
from a mentor.
The Business Team
Gemma Boel and Nicola Proffit
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ARTS UPDATE
This last couple of weeks have been busy in
the Performing Arts area with several
visitors to the school. The Music
department was fortunate to have Aaron
Intermann who shared his experiences as a
hip hop artist and worked with the
students in creating music. Two days later
we had Jed Parsons who came via the NZ
Music Commission to share his thoughts
on life as a musician in NZ. Jed's
experience as a song writer and working
musician was great to hear and very
relevant for our students.
Alison Price

Over the past few weeks, senior students from the DramaDdepartment have been developing their
devising skills with the help of the fantastic RedLeap Theatre company. This involved taking the Year 12
and 13 classes down to watch a performance by RedLeap called Dust Pilgrim. A gripping coming of age
story that incorporated the use of boxes, sandbags hung from the roof, water, and sand. With a
superstar New Zealand cast including Amanda Billings ( you may know her as Sarah on Shortland
Street), the students came away buzzing with ideas.
Huge thanks to Jane Hughes and Tony Moore for helping out with the travel.
Also, this week seniors had workshops with RedLeap’s creative director Julie Nolan. Students were
introduced to exciting ways they could incorporate simple skills into a piece of theatre to give it more
appeal and show themes and ideas powerfully to an audience. The groups looked at gesture, stylisation,
miniaturisation and many other key skills to include in their own devised work. Students were really
engaged in the workshops and everyone took something away from it.
A huge thank you to everyone that helped us get these students exposed to New Zealand devising at its
finest.
Jake Hansen

Jed Parsons
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SHOWING OFF ART EXHIBITION
Showing Off Art Exhibition - May 3o
Lakes District Museum
The Wakatipu High School Arts Department will be
exhibiting a collection of Painting, Design and
Photographic work that has been selected from our
highest achieving art students in 2017. The exhibition
runs until 25 June at the Lakes District Museum,
Arrowtown.
This year we have three local art industry experts to be
our judges, each representing their own chosen field,
Paul Green - Photographer, Che McPherson - Graphic
Designer and Deidre Copeland - Painter, with the criteria
being technical proficiency of the medium, conveying an
original idea and the ‘X’ factor.
Awards are presented at the exhibition opening on
Wednesday the 30th of May beginning at 6.30pm. The
overall winner will be receiving a $300 framing
voucher from Aurum Gallery.
Drinks and nibbles will be served from 6.30pm.
We hope to see you there!
Monica Parker
Arts Coordinator
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SPORTS UPDATE
Mountain Biking - NZ Team
Congratulations to Nico Fernandez who has been named in the New Zealand Mountain Biking team for the World Champs in Switzerland in September.
Nico is joined by former WHS students Sam Robbie and Hamish McLeod. Nico is set to compete in World Cups in Scotland, France, Italy, and Andorra as
well as Crankworx in France and Austria in the lead up to the World Champs and will be away much of Term 3. This is a massive achievement for the Year
12 student, well done Nico.
Football - NZSS U15 Team
A big congratulations to Year 10 footballer Tobin Wilson who has just been named as a non-travelling reserve in the New Zealand U15 Boys Secondary
Schools team. This is a significant achievement for a hardworking young man. Tobin will be attending training camps over the coming weeks with the squad.
Southland Secondary School Cross Country Champs
It was a cold, wet and miserable day in Te Anau on Wednesday for the annual Southland Cross Country Champs. WHS had 17 competitors brave the
elements and give it their best shot. WHS did well to bring home medals and trophies to put back in the cabinet. Highlights included a new course record
from Todd Vermeir and an incredibly close one, two finish from WHS in the U16 boys race.
A big thank you to Neville Britton and Ms Scott for coaching the squad and to the parents who came down to support.
Next week some of the team head to Milton for the Otago/Southland cross country relays.
U14 Boys:
1st Todd Vermeir (set new course record 12:24m)
3rd Paulo Bjork
Second placed boys team
U16 Boys:
1st Benjamin Britton
2nd Aleks Cheiftz
First placed boys team (with Tasuku Yoneto)
O16 Boys:
3rd Gareth Harcombe

Medal winners: Gareth Harcombe, Paulo Bjork,
Benny Britton, Todd Vermeir, Aleks Chieftz.

Benny leading Aleks in the U16 Boys race
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continued…

Wakatipu High School Sports Academy
This year WHS has relaunched the Sports Academy in our new gym and fitness studio facilities and it is
awesome to be able to offer this opportunity to students on site. We have two groups of students training two
mornings a week with our sports academy coach, Kelsie Campbell. These 23 students are in “Level 1” of the
sports academy programme and are focusing on understanding and developing correct movement techniques
for injury prevention. They all come together every second Friday morning for a theory session which helps to
develop a holistic approach to their development as an athlete. Last Friday former WHS student and Olympic
Alpine Skier Adam Barwood spoke to the academy.
We will be running a second intake for the year in Term 3 and spaces are still available for that semester.
If you are interested in applying, please email lnathan@wakatipu.school.nz for an application form.
Otago Secondary School Swim Champs
Good luck to the 12 competitors heading to Dunedin for this Sunday’s annual Otago Secondary Schools Swim
Champs.

Sports Academy students circuit training
in the gym.

Young Rider of the Year competition
Brooklyn Crow and Firefly came 2nd in NZ L2 Dressage under 16 yrs, 1st in South
Island under 12yrs and 1st in Otago under 16yrs. Brooklyn's family are so proud
of the effort that the rider and horse have put in leading to this huge success. It is
not an easy feat to beat the stiff competition throughout the country but
determination and practise came through. Brooklyn and family would like to say
a big thanks to her Trainers Hamish and Tracy Disbrowe and to Jude Nickolls for
their daily inputs. These were invaluable to her success. Also, a big thank you to
her sponsors Exclusively Yours for making them look fabulous throughout the
season! As well as Equine Sweet for having the best rewards for her ponies after
their tests and rides.
This event is the Young Rider of the Year, open to all young riders around the
country to post their scores from events. It means that Brooklyn and her family
have been travelling around the South Island to competitions since August of
2017 to rack up points. This is a national title and as the Equestrian Teacher for
WHS it is a very proud moment that one of our students has taken this title. Well
done Brooklyn and her family for all the work you have put in to earn this title.
Rachael Bell
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Weekly Results Wrap Up:
Basketball:
Senior A Boys beat Central Southland Colts A
Football:
Girls 1st XI lost to Menzies A 7-0
Ice Hockey:
WHS lost to Green 5-4
Netball:
Senior A lost to Senior B 30-19

Southern League
10A beat Menzies College 53-4
Senior B beat Fiordland College 38-21
Rugby - Saturday 12th May
U15 lost to SBHS Red
U16 beat Mt Aspiring 48-19
1st XV lost to SBHS Development 53-14
U15 Girls 7s beat Dunstan 22-17 and beat Mt Aspiring
20-10
Huge thank you to T and Jake and the very supportive
parents
U18 Girls 7s lost to Dunstan and Mt Aspiring

Weekly Draw:
This Saturday will be the first rugby and netball games at the new high school. This is an important occasion for WHS sport and we would like to invite all
parents and students to come along and support the 1st XV Rugby and Senior A Netball teams. Please see details of game times in the draw below.
Basketball:
Both teams have a bye this Friday
Football - Tuesday 22nd May
Girls 1st XI vs James Hargest - Lumsden 4pm
Ice Hockey - Wednesday 23rd May
WHS vs Gold - Ice Rink 7:45pm

Netball - Saturday 19th May
Senior A vs Goals - Court 1 9am
Senior B vs Lonestar - Court 1 12pm
Senior A vs Mt Aspiring - WHS 2pm
Southern League
10A vs Verdon - Event Centre 5pm
Senior B vs SGHS - Winton 5:15pm

Rugby - Saturday 19th May
U15 vs Ohai/Nightcaps - Event Centre 1:15pm
U16 vs Kaikorai Valley - Kaikorai Valley 12:30pm
1st XV vs Te Anau/NSC - WHS 1:15pm
Laura Nathan
Sports Coordinator

10

WAKATIPU

HIGH

SCHOOL

NEWSLETTER •

18

MAY

2018

NZ ALPINE SPORTS ACADEMY
The NZ Alpine Sports Academy (aka Ski Academy) was set up in the late 90s to support our ski racing students and has been highly successful in doing so
over the years. Its primary purpose is to support the academic progress of our students around their sporting endeavours. The majority of the participants in
the programme train and race with QAST but over recent years with the ongoing growth in freestyle ski and snowboard training we have expanded to assist
athletes training at Cardrona and The Remarkables. There are entry criteria for applicants to be admitted to the programme.
For further information please contact Mr Hamish Robb via email: hrobb@wakatipu.school.nz

SKI PASSES
NZSKI
NZSKI are offering Local School Passes this year for the same low price as last year. $100 for primary aged children (5 years and under are just $20) and
$165 for secondary school aged children.
Passes will be available from the Queenstown Snow Centre from 8 May and there is no deadline for purchase.
Treble Cone
Along with their re-introduction of the Local Kids Passes ($99 for primary school and $149 for intermediate/secondary children) Treble Cone has some
exciting news for local young skiers and snowboarders.
Two-time New Zealand Freeride Athlete of the Year Sam Lee joins Team TC as head freeride coach. His solid competition results around the world - including
a podium in Alaska in 2017 - secured him a spot on the Freeride World Tour in 2018 and 2019. As well as coaching Team TC this winter he’ll be coaching the
NZ Freeride Team. Sam will coach alongside Louis Charnaud, who has instructed all over the world including New Zealand, Japan, USA and Switzerland.
Louis also competes in Big Mountain skiing in the Freeride World Qualifier events. Meanwhile head ski race coach Michael Shenkel is no stranger to Treble
Cone’s slopes, embarking on an impressive 24th season at TC. Mike has had a long and successful career of ski race coaching in New Zealand and the States,
with 72 seasons under his belt.
As an added bonus, all group lessons for skiers and snowboarders have been capped at five. Small group numbers mean they’re almost like a private lesson,
with more one-on-one instruction making it easier to ask questions and learn more quickly.
Local Kids Passes are on sale until May 31st and are available via this link or by emailing info@treblecone.com.
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Important dates for your diary…
DATE

EVENT

WHO

Meet the Staff…

21-25 May

House Debating Competition

All

Bridget Janse

Sat 26 May

WHS Formal

Yr 12&13

Wed 30 May

Showing Off Exhibition Opening

All

Fri 1 June

Teacher Only Day – no school

All

Mon 4 June

Queen’s Birthday – no school

All

Wed 6 June

Paid Union Meeting

All

Fri 8 June

Mufti Day –40 Hour Famine

All

Tue 12 June

James Hargest Exchange (At WHS)

All

Thu 14 June

Year 12 Drive to Survive

Yr 12

Tue 19 June

Open Evening

How long have you been at WHS?
Since the end of January this year.
What is your position?
Sitting down, standing up,
walking around ...
Teacher of Health, PE and Outdoor Education.
What do you love about the job?
Having fun, meeting and working with lots of interesting people in a
pretty spectacular location.
What do you like doing in your free time?
What free time? On some outdoor adventure somewhere.
What item could you not live without?
My reusable coffee cup filled with coffee.

TRADES THANKS
Thank you very much to Fairview for supporting trades with a window for
our shed we are building.
Also any parents who have a small outboard or motorcycle engine for a gokart to donate would be greatly appreciated.

What do you like about Queenstown?
It is central to many amazing outdoor places - right on the door step
which many people do not truly appreciate.
Describe yourself in three words: What only three?

Thanks so much
Glenn Brickell
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COMMUNITY NOTICES

www.entertainmentbook.co.nz/orderbooks/260506v

www.banff.nz
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COMMUNITY NOTICES
WAKATIPU SKI CLUB 2018
It's time to join for the 2018 season with membership starting from only $90. As a member you will enjoy a family friendly, warm on-mountain lodge with
kitchen facilities and a playroom. You will also be eligible to receive great value lessons run through the ski club by NZSki and available for children 4+
years and Adults at Coronet Peak.
Club members can book:
- Ski or Snowboard lessons for 5 days, available for both weeks of the school holidays for kids age 5 and up.
- Ski or Snowboard lessons for kids, aged 4 years and up, and adults, over 6 Sundays starting Sunday 29th July.
To find out more and to join visit www.wsc.co.nz/membership/
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COMMUNITY NOTICES

Flu Vaccines
Unichem Remarkables Pharmacy is offering students a discounted price
on their Flu Vaccines this year. The usual walk in price is $45 per vaccine,
however, they areoffering these for $39 when showing a valid student ID.
They are able to vaccinate anyone from 13 years and older. Please note
that you need to be in the pharmacy for 20minutes after the vaccination.
Clare Arrowsmith
Pharmacist - Managing Director
Phone: 442 2800
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COMMUNITY NOTICES

Phil Hartshorn's Dunedin School of Music
Guitar, Drums and Bass Tuition
Full Time Professional Music Teaching.
Phil Hartshorn BA (HONS) PGDip Tching
Web: dunedinschoolofmusic.nz
Phone: 021 075 0927
I want to make you an awesome player, fast.

The Pioneer Energy Tri Nations Women’s International Hockey
tournament will see the Vantage Black Sticks (world ranking 4th) go
up against trans-Tasman rivals Australia (5th) and Japan over 9 days
of exciting international hockey from 19-27 May at the Pioneer
Energy Sports Turf in Cromwell.
The exciting news for students is that Paper Plus is sponsoring 1000
FREE tickets for School Aged children to any of the pool play
matches!
To get your FREE ticket (you must be accompanied by a paying adult)
head to Paper Plus Cromwell, Wanaka, Alexandra or Queenstown
Airport .
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COMMUNITY NOTICES

2018 High School Ball Wristlet
FORMAL HAIR AND BEAUTY
PACKAGE 1
Full set of eyelash extensions
Gel manicure OR pedicure
Brow shape OR brow tint
$117.00, add a hair up from $80.00
PACKAGE 2
Brow shape and tint
Gel manicure
$60.00 add hair up from $80.00

Remarkables Park
Phone: 409 2206

PACKAGE 3 - BOYS
Wash cut and style $35.00
All beauty work can be done from Monday 20 - Friday 25 May.
All hair ups are from $80 depending on length and complexity of hair up.
We also offer OXIPAY which enables client to make 4 easy payments over 8
weeks.
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COMMUNITY NOTICES
Roxdale Foods is a 70 year old fruit processing business in Roxburgh, Central Otago, offering healthy lunch box options which
are dried apple (3 flavours), dried cherry and dried blueberry (all local fruit). They have also set up a “School Program” where
they donate 20% of the sales value to the school of your choice. Please go to their website for further information and to place
your order www.roxdalefoods.co.nz/school-program.
The product pricing is the same as the retail price charged by the supermarkets where they are currently stocked (Raeward
Fresh, Queenstown being one), so the parents are not paying a premium other than a small delivery charge.
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