PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE
Kia ora - welcome to the Wakatipu High School
newsletter at the end of the penultimate week of Term 3.
This is always a busy term which builds all the way to the
end - and this year is no different. Not a large number of
items below but some very important ones nonetheless.
Strategic Plan - my thanks to parents, students and
staff who provided feedback on our Draft 2021
Stratplan. The feedback was very supportive and the
BoT finalised the Stratplan at last night’s meeting. It is
worth noting that a key aspect of the plan is that there
are two phases going forward - with the first being to
focus primarily on the move and transition to the new
school before we then continue to develop and progress
as a second phase.
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Buses - following my piece in last week’s newsletter
(click here, p1), buses has been a topic of conversation
this week and featured in yesterday’s Mountain Scene.
In terms of what the ‘mixed model’ for 2018 will actually
look like we continue to wait for timetable and route
information from ORC and MoE - as soon as we know
more we will let you know.
We are also trying to arrange a parent information
evening with representatives from the MoE and ORC for
Thursday 19/10, ie the first week of next term - pencil
this date into your calendars.
Branches Camp - we had a great turnout at the parent
meeting on Wednesday evening, a big thanks to
everyone who came along. Information, including the
Permission Slip, will begin in earnest next term.
As an aside, Ziptrek are running a vote to decide which
local charity will benefit from their Local’s Day and
Branches Trust is one of the charities. Branches Trust
does an amazing job of helping keep the camp affordable
for students and families so please see below and vote
for Branches Trust! Also below please see a piece on
Branches Work Day.

New School - as I have reported previously the project
has a number of key milestones and another one has just
passed, from which we remain all go for handover on
Friday 22 December. I visited the site on Tuesday and
the progress was amazing again, with construction of
some parts of the building getting close to completion
including carpet laid etc. It was exciting to see it taking
shape. Do keep an eye on our New School Facebook page
for all the latest.
LE Reports - are out again by this evening; please note
that this is the final LE for senior students.
Only one week to go this term, and the end of the year is
also approaching with seniors only having 18 days of
school until Tutorial Week - time for a real focus on
learning and achievement.
Year 9 Journeys are next week, and we wish them well
for packing and preparations this weekend and for great
journeys next week. Also this weekend our Year 13s have
their annual bungy jump - our thanks to AJ Hackett
Bungy who support this ‘rite of passage’ every year.
Please do see the newsletter below for a number of
fantastic things our students have been involved in,
from Bulgaria to black belts and everything in between classic WHS great all-round :)
Steve Hall
Principal
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VOTE FOR BRANCHES TRUST
Community invited to vote on Ziptrek locals day recipient in Queenstown
Queenstown tourism company Ziptrek Ecotours is taking its Locals Day to a whole
new level.
The multi-award-winning company is giving its local community the chance to vote
on which one of three local voluntary organisations should receive thousands of
dollars from their annual fundraising day.
The company has chosen what Ziptrek Ecotours director Trent Yeo calls “three
amazing organisations” as the lucky short-listed participants for the funds.
Wakatipu Alpine Cliff Rescue, the local high school’s Branches Charitable Trust and
the Queenstown Fire Brigade are all volunteer organisations working tirelessly in the
district.
They each feature on Ziptrek’s website with an explanatory paragraph on who they
are and what they do, and a short video in which the representatives talk about why
they should be chosen.
Voting closes on Saturday 30 September and the locals day will be held
on Sunday 29 October .
Click on the link below to vote for the Branches Trust to support our students!
www.ziptrek.co.nz/locals-day/

BRANCHES WORK DAY
Branches Work Day Opportunity for Year 10 students
Each year our Year 10 students participate in a ‘Branches Work Day’.
This is an important day when Year 10 students contribute to
fundraising for Branches Camp. The funds raised from the paid work
they complete goes to the Branches Trust which helps to keep the
cost of camp down for students and families. This year the Branches
Camp Work Day for Year 10 students is on Friday 17 November
2017.
This year there is an opportunity for some groups of friends (3-4
max) to do their Work Day early during the coming October school
holidays. A large revegetation project on a site off Littles Road
requires students to assist with planting, hand release of plants,
staking (with bamboo), weed matting, and irrigation. Students will
be directly supervised and supplied with high visibility vests, gloves
and all materials as well as morning tea. The day in the October
holidays is negotiable.
For more information please contact Bennie Neilson asap:
bennieandphill@xtra.co.nz
Laura Allen
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SUMMER RESEARCH SCHOOL
My Impressions of the Summer Research School (SRS) Bulgaria– 2017
This is by far the best thing I have done this year. It’s definitely made a difference to where I see my life going and what is possible.
Before leaving I was a bit daunted by the options given for research topics. I might have heard of the headings, but the content delved into areas I had not
explored (or knew existed). Daunted, anxious and with that distinctive feeling of nervous excitement, would be the sum of my pre-trip feelings.
Before the event officially started I spent two days walking around Sofia, visiting various monuments, cathedrals and museums. Bulgarian is a lovely language,
its kind of the odd man out in the Slavic family. SRS itself was held in Blageovgrad, a university city of about 70,000 located in southwest Bulgaria close to the
Macedonian border. The first week had a series of lectures on a myriad of topics. Graph theory, probability crypto currencies, ethical hacking, Zsigmondy’s
theorem and so on, these weren’t those types where they just show you slides with cool pictures and assume you’re an idiot, but the full on type with crazy
images and symbols scribbled everywhere.
Amongst the lectures I found my general topic of inquiry to be in projective geometry. I spent much of the first week becoming familiar with various things
from non-metric (no concept of measurement) geometry, I based my research on some open questions by a semicelerity (as much as scientists can be)
mathematician who posed them about three years ago. The project I had is set in the fairly unexplored field of Enumerative geometry. On the second Sunday
we visited an old Roman town and hiked through the Pirin national park to an ancient Thracian religious.
I tackled the first problem in two days and really enjoyed it. After this, I started a second one. It’s a funny process to start something having no idea of the
direction to go or even if its doable. You kind of poke it and see what happens, work on a lead and hit a dead end, get frustrated, calm down, and try again. I
was taught how to write a research paper to proper standards, Latex and all. Near the end we did a 10min presentation about our research to the other
students, mentors and others. This was new to me, I was quite nervous beforehand but know now it’s something I can do.
One of the best things about SRS was the great group of students I was with. There were other international students from India, Italy, Korea and China. One of
my best friends was from Argentina, in him I found someone who shares my passion for all both things Germanic and mathematical and I hope to trip around
Norway with him someday. I also had many interesting conversations with my mentor and friend Konstantin Delchev. He’s technically a research fellow at the
academy of sciences but it is hard to say exactly what he does as he seems to have knowledge of just about everything you can throw at him.
I will definitely to continue doing original research and I now feel that a career in research is attainable for me.
I thank the Royal Society for funding this for me. But most of all I thank the comrades and colleagues I made
there for the wonderful experience.
Hamish Attenborough
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ARTS UPDATE
EMERGING CREATIVES - Poster Design Competition
Fluid Front Space Gallery - Wed 20 Sept - Wed 4 Oct
EMERGING CREATIVES is both an exhibition and competition for Year 12 and 13
design students to showcase the poster work they have done for their design briefs this
year.
Each student constructs their own brief at the beginning of the year and develops work
around this brief whether it be for a campaign, a product or event. The students were
asked to select and submit five of their best poster pieces for this exhibition. The overall
prize was awarded to Danielle Lauder for the best work and this is decided by the
designers at Fluid.
The Fluid Front Space Gallery is located at 10 Memorial street Queenstown.
Ms Koehn
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ONE ACT PLAY NATIONAL FINALS
Wakatipu High School competed in the finals of this competition in Wellington last
the weekend. This is the third year the WHS drama department have qualified for
the Nationals Finals and this year’s cast/crew of 21 were an outstanding group to
travel with. This is a significant achievement for our Drama department and an
amazing learning opportunity for everyone to learn about theatre from amateurs
and professionals.
There were eight finalists from around New Zealand from High School and Adult
Theatre groups. The weekend comprised of two evenings of performances,
workshops on Improvisation, Voice, Text Analysis and Stage Combat from
professional actors plus an hour with Wellingtonian Peter Hambleton - a
professional actor in theatre and film; best known for his role as Glion in The
Hobbit.
The cast had a short time to familiarise themselves with the stage and lighting in a
new theatre space in their technical rehearsal and performed admirably and
professionally on the Saturday night and were commended on their ‘brave’
performance of a challenging play.
Congratulations to the following students for their their months of hard work and
commitment to this festival and for their excellent performances throughout the
three levels of competition.
Izzy Jack, Esmond Paterson, Beatrice Onions, Daniel Lewis, Hugh Taylor, Kiki
Clarke-Leichti, Mika Turnbull, Erika Takahashi, Billie Parvin, Chris Belmont,
Sophia Harris, Olivia McHugo, Amelia Hamilton, Nina Johnston, Tucker Paris, Lexi
Rosemoore, Clem Campbell, Jaxon Buchanan, Leah McHugo, Isaiah MorganBoniface and Tasman Hughes (Lighting).
A huge thank you to Monica Parker, Jane Hughes, Vicki Onions, Becky Paris and
Alan Paris for all their help and support with this fantastic trip.
The cast is pictured with Peter Hambleton (Glion)
(missing from the picture is Nina Johnston and Dan Lewis)
Mrs Moetaua
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G&T UPDATE

MUSIC UPDATE

Gifted and Talented Field Trip
Aim: to enable a group of gifted and talented students to experience academic innovations in a
range of exciting fields, and interact with like minded students.
I have asked the university to provide an opportunity for the students to see things they would not
be aware even exist.

Battle of the Musos's kicks off this week with heats
at the Memorial Hall on Thursday and Friday night
and the finals on Saturday night. Entry is $20 and
the evenings start at 7pm for the heats and 6pm for
the finals.

The basic itinerary for the trip is:
Monday 23 October (Labour day)
Depart Wakatipu High School at 2pm
Evening at Mount John Observatory
Overnight Tekapo Holiday Park

The jazz combo heads to Invercargill for the
secondary schools jazz fest this Friday and we look
ahead to the Queenstown Jazz Festival in Labour
weekend, the first weekend back Term 4. At this
stage both jazz bands are scheduled to perform on
the Village Green on Saturday afternoon with
workshops on Sunday morning at the Memorial
Hall. There is also the possibility of a performance
to start the evening off on Sunday night as part of
the main festival. Further details to come.

Tuesday 24 October
Travel to Canterbury University for a day in the labs plus workshops in biology, psychology and
geography. (final programme TBC by next week)
Overnight at North-South Holiday Park
Wednesday 25 October
Morning Activity (either at the university or private company depending on University Itinerary).
Depart Christchurch by 11am.

Mrs Price

The expected cost for the trip is $215. This includes transport, accommodation and the fee for
visiting the Observatory. Food will be extra. Students may apply to the Awhi fund via Ms Patton
for financial assistance.
This trip is limited to 20 students from Year 10 and 11. We will take two teachers and two parent
helpers. To enable the students who will get the most out of this trip the chance to attend, I would
like interested students to complete the survey linked here explaining why they wish to come. I will
also send this link to the Year 9 and 10 students on the gifted and talented register. Applications
close on last day of this term.
https://goo.gl/forms/3WxGWI5K6O81hYcj1
Mrs Hiestand
G&T Coordinator
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OTAGO POLYFEST PERFORMANCE
I have a love-hate relationship with Dunedin. Firstly, the long drive there that takes three hours (less than that if you drive according to the speed limit),
secondly, the overbearing, huge orange square that comes into your vision as you realise that the Mitre Ten Mega is no understatement to the magnitude of the
building, and lastly, the sombre weather that always seems to save itself for this particular drive.
Yet on Thursday, these things didn’t matter to me anymore because along with my lovely Whānau and Kapa Haka group, we embarked on this journey to
participate in the Otago Polyfest. Running for 24 years now, the calibre of performances was incredible, and as a first-time performer for this festival, it opened
my eyes to the rich culture that our younger generation is embracing and doing such a great job at upholding.
Special mention to Mrs Panapa, Mr Cane and all the patient parents for tolerating our overexcited behaviour which on the bus ride I’m pretty sure they tried their
best to block out! However the biggest thank you goes to Whaea Rawinia, for allowing us to have this incredible opportunity to be involved in such events, and for
encouraging us to keep out group alive at school.
As well as learning from other groups, we were able to immerse ourselves in the talents and music that was presented to us in such high standards. Personally, I
believe that it is deeply important to keep this tradition alive, and Te Reo Māori as well.
Ka kite!
Rebecca Lauryssen
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SPORTS UPDATE
New Karate Black Belts
Over the course of four days, 9 Wakatipu High School Students and a teacher dedicated 22 hours to
karate. As Sensei Paul, world head of Samurai Karate, the big boss, was visiting, the weekend started
off with a bang: two afternoon training sessions followed by three hours of nonstop movement
involved in a Black Belt grading. From impact and fighting to the precision of techniques and kata, the
students were tested on their resilience. By the end, everyone was running on a mixture of fury and
sheer desperation.
In the end, it was well worth it, with a total of 18 black belts awarded. Unfortunately for them, the real
training had only just begun. Saturday and Sunday were focused on defensive fighting. Students were
pitted against each other to fight in small spaces including 3 on 1 situations. The result was a range of
bruises and states of exhaustion.
Part of the programme in Sensei Paul's visit is an Urban Survival Programme for Woman. Any
females from the public are welcomed to attend and this time had 25 participants. This programme is
centered around giving women the necessary information and skills to defend themselves in everyday
life. They practiced being aware, grabs, blocks, and hitting. It is a highly recommended programme,
especially for Wakatipu High School Students, so keep an eye out for the next one in March.
Congratulations to Zed Moore, Seth Mawhinney, Danielle Lauder, Ella Numaguchi, Lucy Tulloch,
Daniela Tapper, Divesh Singh, and Rachael Singh on their results.
Mr Quaid
South Island Secondary School Ski and Snowboard Championships
Wakatipu High School kids took a haul of medals home from the South Island Secondary School Ski
and Snowboard Championships on Saturday 16 Sept at Cardrona. A team of eight Wakatipu High
School Students went over for the event, taking home 12 medals. Cool Wakashima took a 1st place in
the girls snowboard GS and in the girls snowboard slope style. Ryusei Wakashima won the boys
snowboard slopestyle and the boys snowboard GS. Holly Ingram won the girls slopestyle whilst Mia
Shaw took 2nd place. With an all Wakatipu podium Jamie Shaw took 1st place in the boys slopestyle,
Liam Spring in 2nd and Anthony Lock in 3rd. We also took out the mixed snowboard GS team, the
mixed snowboard slopestyle and the mixed ski slopestyle.
Well done to all the Skiers and snowboarders that made the effort to compete!
Holly Ingram
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HEAD STUDENT UPDATE
Afternoon folks, hope all is well…
So a quick word from me, this week has been particularly quite important in terms of what's been going on. We’ve had the 2018 leadership candidates trial
for the positions; Head Girl, Head Boy, Deputy Head Girl and Deputy Head Boy. Most of the councils have also been mildly busy, with the Sports Council
which been running a successful and very competitive house basketball competition, the Academic Council has been busy concluding what was an
entertaining ‘Battle of the brains’, the Environmental Council which has been preparing for the second Boomerang Bag sewing bee, which will be held next
week on Wednesday, and the Whanaungatanga Council, Arts and Community and Services Councils are beavering away at their own activities. Yet just
another one of ‘em weeks to chug on through.
Incredible really, it seems to me that each year the candidates applying for the leadership positions get better at delivering their speeches. We had eleven
candidates who nervously said their speeches as of Monday morning, start of this week. During this day they also had to deliver a second speech to all the
teachers in the afternoon, for obvious reasons quite a packed day for the students.
So Councils…
The Sports Council has been running for the last week a successful, and very competitive house basketball competition, with the different houses battling it
out to see who triumphs out on top, then followed by a Teacher vs Year 13 game, which by now is pointless really, I mean come on staff, I hope you've been
scouting out your competition, we got this one, may as well just give us the win by default of how superior our game is, you're really going to have to pull
something out of the hat this time, and Mr Richards doesn't count he can do the math, but by that time we already dunked 3 on y’all.
Anyway! So the Academic Council has wrapped up their Battle of the Brains competition, which to say the least was a really entertaining comp which sought
to see who was the brightest house, with quiz questions ranging from ‘who was NZ’s first female Prime minister’ to ‘as of what intentions drove Connor
Kennedy to get a Buzzcut haircut?’, think the answer for that one was he wants to look like Brad Pitt or something bonkers like that. On the brighter side of
things, the Environmental Council has been cutting the templates, and preparing itself for is second Boomerang Bag sewing bee, which is going to be held
on Wednesday next week at 4pm, D15, if anyone's keen? I've grown to actually love knitting, it's really ‘sewn things together’ for me, ‘needless’ to say, it’s a
lot of fun.
One last word, this Saturday and the following Saturday, most Year 13s are completing the right of passage tradition, in which they throw themselves off the
Kawarau Bungy Bridge (with a bungy cord obviously) which essentially and officially marks the beginning of the end for many of us.
Cheers that’s all from me,
Louie Tatom-Cross
Deputy Head Boy
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Important dates for your diary…
WHO

EVENT

DATE

Yr 9

Year 9 Journeys

26-28 Sept

All

Last day of Term 3

Fri 29 Sept

All

First day of Term 4

Mon 16 Oct

All

Labour Day – no school

Mon 23 Oct

All

Sporting Blues Evening

Fri 27 Oct

All

Cultural Blues Evening

Tues 31 Oct

Yr
11,12,13

Senior Prizegiving

Thurs 2 Nov

Yr
11,12,13

Senior Tutorial Week

3–8 Nov

10

WAKATIPU

HIGH

SCHOOL

NEWSLETTER •

22

SEPTEMBER 2017

COMMUNITY NOTICES

The Real Life of War Victims and Refugees
Dunedin journalist Steve Addison has been working on a project with New York freelance photographer Tim Eastman to bring the stories of
war victims and refugees to life. During the past four years, they have visited the Syrian borders of Turkey, Jordan and Lebanon, where they
have found inhumane living conditions, accounts of torture and crimes against humanity. Steve will speak of the lives of the displaced,
showing Tim’s photos alongside.
Wednesday, September 27, 5:30-7 p.m., the Rees Hotel Queenstown conference room, please register at connect@catalystnz.org, more
information available at www.catalystnz.org
Please car pool if possible. $5 koha at the door.

Loving Queenstown to Death?
How do we balance visitor growth with the needs of our local community and prized environment? What are the options for resort towns like
ours to avoid “being loved to death”?
Two experts from the University of Otago’s Tourism Department offer some possible options for the future of Queenstown tourism at Catalyst’s
talk on Thursday, October 12. Associate Professor Brent Lovelock argues that to remain competitive, we need to be sustainable. What does
this mean in practical terms for our tourism industry and for the well-being of our community and environment?
Dr Susan Houge Mackenzie asks if a bioregional approach - where visitors are encouraged to make a deeper connection with a more
localised area, rather than traveling far and wide - might help us mitigate some of tourism’s negative impacts?
Q & A session will follow.
Thursday October 12, 6-7.30pm at Yonder, 14 Church Street, Queenstown. Register at connect@catalystnz.org. $5 koha at the door.
Speaker bios:
Associate Professor Brent Lovelock specialises in sustainable tourism, ethical tourism and outdoor recreation.
Dr Susan Houge Mackenzie focuses on research integrating psychology and tourism, including links between nature-based adventure and
well-being for tourists and host communities.
For more information, contact Sarah Jones, Catalyst Trust, 021 294 3921.
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COMMUNITY NOTICES

The Changeover World Premiere, Monday 25 September 2017
Tickets to the premiere of Miranda Harcourt and Stuart
McKenzie’s screen adaptation of Margaret Mahy’s award-winning
young adult book The Changeover are now on sale to the general
public. Bookings can be made at
http://premier.ticketek.co.nz/shows/show.aspx?sh=THECHANG17
Tickets are in hot demand, so it’s advised that would-be
attendees get in quickly. This premiere event, which takes place
on Monday 25 September at 7pm, is also an opportunity to
experience some of the glamour of Hollywood right here in
Christchurch, New Zealand, with a dress code of black tie and ball
dress and the promise of star cast members and industry
executives in attendance.
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COMMUNITY NOTICES

Sunday lessons now available
Dan Gerard Driving Instruction has a
professional male and female driving instructor,
and is a member of the New Zealand Institute of
Driver Educators (NZIDE). The instructors offer
high quality driver training in Queenstown. They
cover a range of driving lessons.
 Learner lessons for beginners
 Assessment for Learner drivers who have been
taught by family and need their skills polished
before sitting their Restricted Test
 Refresher lessons to brush up before sitting their
Full Test
 Reversing and parking tuition - simple techniques
for confidence when parallel parking and
reversing
www.drivinginstruction.co.nz/
info@drivinginstruction.co.nz
Rach Gerard: 027 273 9610
Dan Gerard: 027 349 2447

DEFENSIVE DRIVING COURSE:
the next AA New Zealand Defensive Driving Course is
being held in Queenstown on October 2nd,
4th,9th 11th (inclusive) from 7.00-9.00pm.
Further information please email
kaye@lakesdrivingschool.nz or txt 0276233534.
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