PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE
Kia ora and welcome to the Wakatipu High School newsletter at the end of the first week of the term. Term 3 is
always an important one for teaching and learning, especially for our seniors - more on that below. There are lots of
important events coming up in the next few weeks and much of my newsletter is flagging those things.
Junior Mid-Year Reports - will be available on the Portal from Monday.
Option Afternoon - an important part of the 2018 Course Selection process is our Option Afternoon, which is next
Tuesday 1 August. Please do note that it includes presentations for parents as well as students - see below for details.
Junior Next Steps - is coming up on Thursday 10 August. We do expect all parents and students to attend. Please
see below for more info, and schedule an appointment at www.schoolinterviews.co.nz , using the code h6z9h.
Senior School Exams - also below is a note re school exams for seniors, which are very important and begin in
less than two weeks.
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Other Important Reminders:
Junior Mid-Year Prizegiving - 12.25pm next Friday 4 August. This will award Semester One prizes, as well as
Excellence and Ad Alta awards. Prizewinners and parents will be notified by tomorrow. Parents are very welcome no rsvp required!
Senior Excellence and Ad Alta Assembly - 10.45am next Friday 4 August. Parents are also very welcome (and
no rsvp required :) ).
Teacher Only Day - please note that our annual ToD for Juniors during the senior exams is on Friday 11 August.
Uniform Shop Online - after careful consideration we have decided to go online with many of the items in our
Uniform Shop. While we know this will not be big news for parents from Primary Schools who already have online
uniform, it may be for others. Please see below for details, and rest assured that our intention is for this to be a
quality experience for people.
Well, this busy and important term is underway. All students - and particularly seniors, need to be focussed on their
learning and achievement this term, please support them to do this and be their best. Senior school exams are
important, and seniors should be encouraged and supported to develop a study plan and begin studying for their
upcoming exams.
Branches Art Auction is on tonight - come along for a great evening and to support the iconic WHS camp.
A super winter weekend awaits - cold and clear, fine and frosty! If you’re a ‘fair weather skier’ this is the weekend to
hit the hill - see you up there!
Steve Hall
Principal
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OPTION AFTERNOON
Option Afternoon is this Tuesday 1 August. A key feature is presentations for parents/caregivers and students for all year levels. These presentations, which
cover the 2018 option selection process, will all be held in the stadium at the following times:
- Year 11 and 12 - 1:55-2:15pm
- Year 10 - 2:15-2:35pm
- Year 9 - 2:35-2:50pm
- Year 13s - may depart school from 1:50pm
NB Buses run at normal times from 3:30pm.
Following the presentations, parents and students will be given the opportunity to meet with Teachers, Deans, Heads of Learning Areas and Senior Staff to
discuss options available and pathways in each of the Learning Areas. This afternoon provides parents and students the opportunity to gather information
to support them to make well-informed decisions around their 2018 options. Staff will be available from 2:30-4:30pm.
We look forward to seeing parents/caregivers and students for this important afternoon.

JUNIOR NEXT STEPS
Once again our upcoming Junior Next Steps meetings will comprise a 20 minute meeting with students, parents and Kaiārahi. They are on Thursday 10
August, from 2:30pm - 6:00pm.
School will finish at 1:50pm but, because the Year 9s will be return from their Ski Programme after 3pm and Seniors have examinations, buses will run at
normal times from 3:30pm. Year 10 students will be offered a quiet place to study if they do not have a Next Steps interview and/or need to wait for their
bus.
Next Steps are really important for all Junior students and parents and we do expect all to attend. If you or your child are unable to attend on the day
please email your child’s Kaiārahi directly to arrange another time.
Schedule an appointment with your Kaiārahi at www.schoolinterviews.co.nz , using the code h6z9h.
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SENIOR EXAMS
Senior Exams are being held from Thursday 10 to Tuesday 15 August. The timetable has been finalised and sent out to all students and is on our school
website. Please click here to view the exam timetable and associated details. Morning exams begin at 9:15 am and afternoon exams begin at 1:15 pm. Buses
run as normal throughout the Senior Exams.
Students should now be preparing a plan and beginning their study. Click here for a study calendar template. School exams are important for a number of
reasons, including for students to practise the art of performing well in an exam environment, and they are used for ‘derived grades’ for the number of
students who are always unable to sit external exams at the end of the year due to illness, injury, accident etc. Additionally, these results are used to
determine end of year prizes.

NZQA FEES
NZQA Fees and Financial Assistance for NCEA Exams 2017
Paying your fees will enable your results to be recorded on your Record of Achievement and to receive any certificates.
 Domestic Students pay $76.70 for all standards.
 International students pay $383.30 for all standards.
 Scholarship exam fees are $30 per subject (International students Scholarship Fee is $102.20) but this will be charged later once students are attached to
those standards.
If you are a domestic student you can apply for Financial Assistance, to see if you meet the conditions please click here for further information. To get
Financial Assistance you need to complete the Financial Assistance form and hand it in to the school office. You can get this form from the office or the
NZQA website.
All fees are due by Wednesday 30th August 2017.

FINANCE UPDATE
A big thank you to those who have paid their school fees, or are in an arrangement to pay. We will be sending out statements on 4 August.
A reminder re trips - Our school policy is that activities have to be paid for in full before the trip. Upcoming trips/activities are:
 Drama trip (One Act Play)
 Blenheim Jazz trip
 Winter Tournament
As always please contact the Finance Team if you have any questions regarding your school account – accounts@wakatipu.school.nz
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UNIFORM SHOP GOING ONLINE
From 1 September the WHS Uniform Shop is going online - well, mostly. The majority of our uniform comes from Argyle Schoolwear, and after careful
consideration, as a number of local Primary schools have, we have decided to use their online shop for the items they supply.
The benefits of an online Uniform Shop include:
 Convenience - open 24/7 (rather than the limited hours of our current shop)
 Phone ordering option
 Multiple payment options
 Always fully stocked
The cost of individual items may vary from the current prices (some items will increase, others will decrease) however overall there will be a small net
decrease in cost for an entire uniform. Items will be delivered within 3-5 working days via track and trace courier, with freight costs $4.25 - $10 per package
depending on weight.
Our onsite Uniform Shop will still operate and continue to sell non-Argyle items, including socks, belts, jerseys and tights, as well as holding a full size range
of items for fitting and sizing purposes.
Our Uniform Manager, Charmaine Wedderburn, will still be available at the end and beginning of the school years to help with sizing of uniform items.
Any questions or concerns please do not hesitate to contact Charmaine on 03-4427370 Ext 704 or email cwedderburn@wakatipu.school.nz
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MATATU ASSEMBLY
On the last day of last term we held our annual Matatu Assembly in which house groups
performed our school’s Haka and Waiata as part of our House Competition. With more
than 500 students participating, the event was opened up by our Kapa Haka group ‘Te Iti O
Tahuna’ who set the tone for what was to be an outstanding event. We were thrilled to have
five former students return to WHS as our Kaitiati (judges), as they certainly raised the
excitement and performance level of the students. A huge thanks to those returning
students - Candace Carroll, Kahoki Mikaere, Sydney Wallace, Brooklan Niwa and Callum
O’Connell.
Overall, all the houses gave outstanding performances and it culminated with the school
coming together to do a full-school haka at the end.
Congratulations to Duncan House who won the Waiata section and were declared the
Overall Winner of the Matatu and also to Arthur House who were declared the winner of
the Haka section. Videos of the individual house performances have been shared with
Deans and House Leaders and we hope to have the video of the full school haka plus a video
compilation from the event available in next week’s newsletter.
Click here for up-to-date House Competition results.
Upcoming House Competition events:
Wednesday 2 August - Linguathletics
Week 9 of Term 3 - House Basketball Competition
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SPORTS UPDATE
Welcome to our new Sports Coordinator Laura Allen. You may contact Laura at
lallen@wakatipu.school.nz with any questions or sports news.
Netball Success
During the holidays the Year 9 and Year 10 Wakatipu High School A teams plus umpires travelled
to the Junior South Island Secondary Schools Netball Tournament in Christchurch. For both teams
there were some hard fought wins over the three days of competition and everyone represented the
school extremely well.
Year 9A
The Year 9 team of Alicia Robert, Anika Moetaua, Jordan Boland, Phoebe Wallace, Maxime
Ehmann, Ruby Finlay, Bella Archibald, Lucy Viggers and Yubin Lee played in the Year 9/10
combined grade. With an extremely close game against arch rivals James Hargest, they were to play
off for 9th and 10th position until the stormy weather meant their final game was called off. They
displayed promising skills in their first big tournament and improved greatly over the three days.
Huge thank you to coaches Sue Albrecht and Tracey Galbraith for all their time and commitment to
the girls.

Year 9A Team once games called off due to snow!

Year 10A
A very exciting final day inside at Saint Margaret’s College Stadium saw the WHS Year 10A team
meet Villa Maria College in the final of the Year 10 Grade. To get to the final, the team dominated
against very strong competition from traditionally strong C schools, beating St Andrews, St
Margarets and CH CH Girls’ High School to deservedly earn a place in the final. It was a total team
effort and the entire team played their hearts out in the final, showing great determination and skill
to push Villa Maria for the whole game. Finishing runners-up in the South Island was an incredible
result and Wakatipu High School definitely turned some heads! A special thank you to Kay
O’Connell, Louise Barton and manager Donna King for all their work to contribute towards this
great result.
Ella Jackson was also named in the tournament team; one of only eight players.
The team is: Ella Jackson, Haley Adamson, Harriett Neilson, Alice Price, Claudia Watts, Becca
King, Neive Collin, Ava Gilbert, McKenzie Galbraith and Nell Watherston.
Sophie Woodham couldn’t travel due to injury.
Grace Hall and Tasman Hughes travelled as the school umpires and did a superb job in very cold
conditions. They were also great ambassadors of the school.
Kate Moetaua - TIC Netball

Year 10A Team
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continued…

Rugby
Please click here for this week’s WHS Rugby Newsletter.
Football - Super Cup
This year Wakatipu High School has two players representing Otago at the annual Super Cup in Ireland. Matthew Cordelle and Quinn MacDonald are
members of the only New Zealand team that takes part in this global youth competition. The Otago team played warm up matches in the UK against two
premiership academy sides before travelling to Ireland to compete in the Super Cup. Results so far have included a loss to Club America and a 1-0 win over
Country London. The tournament lasts for 10 days.
Southern Zone Rugby League South Island Regional Tournament - Wakatipu Boys Shine
Wakatipu High School Students Alesana Tulafono, Keanu Panapa, Harry Clark, Loic Billoud, Lucas
Erskine, Levi Collins, Olly Price, Xavier Sadler and Josh Hines-Townsend all represented Otago during
the holidays at the Southern Zone Tournament. All boys played some fantastic league against some
very strong teams and in very muddy conditions.
Under 17s
Olly, Xavier and Josh played in the Under 17s grade and ended up with two wins and two losses losing only narrowly to Southland and proving a challenge for the Canterbury team also. Xavier was
named in the trial team for the South Island Scorpion Squad.
Under 15s
Keanu, Loic, Lucas, Levi, Harry and Alesana were in the Under 15 team which included many players
who started League as Year 8s and who had come through the Central Otago Mustangs ranks. Their
Rugby League skills have been developing for three years under the guidance of coach Teaukura
Moetaua and they were ready to test themselves against the usual competition winners, Canterbury.
With incredible defence, belief in themselves and a total team effort, the 15s team ended up losing by
one try to Canterbury with the final score 26-22. This was an excellent result for the Otago team with
players from all over Otago and Central Otago.
Following the tournament Keanu, Alesana, Harry, and Levi were selected to trial for the Southern Zone
South Island Team who will compete at the National Competition in September. Unfortunately Alesana
couldn’t trial due to injury but congratulations to Keanu, Levi and Harry for all making the Southern
Zone Under 15s Squad.
A huge thank you to some of the Wakatipu Based management team: T Moetaua, Under 15s Coach,
Tina Mongston, Under 15s Manager and Paul Sadler, Under 17s Trainer.
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DRAMA UPDATE
Showbiz Queenstown's 2017 Show - MAMA MIA
Congratulations to many of our students who successfully auditioned for roles in this show which is in early November at the Events Centre.
DAN LEWIS, who will play 'Pepper'
HUGH TAYLOR who will play 'Eddie'
Female Ensemble - Sienna Strachan, Petra Simpson, Georgia Hall, Emeline Lewis
Male Ensemble - Clem Campbell, Tucker Paris
Congratulations also to ex-students Andrew Bell, who plays the lead role of Sky, and Vanessa Woodward who is in the Female Ensemble.
Kate Moetaua

MUSIC UPDATE
This term has started with visitors from the ARA Jazz and Contemporary music school in
Christchurch. They gave a great demonstration of music from some of the students at the
school along with two of the tutors.
The Blenheim Jazz festival is underway from 8 - 14 August and parents are reminded that the
fees do need to be paid prior to the trip leaving. We are also looking forward to the excellent
home cooking that will be accompanying us!
The Battle of the Muso's is happening again this year and with heats on 20/21 September with
the final on 23 September. Further information will be available closer to the time.
Alison Price

ARA Jazz and Contemporary music group

CANTEEN UPDATE
As mentioned in a previous newsletter, we have undertaken a review of the Canteen which included us reviewing our pricing. The prices have not changed
since 2015 however the cost of ingredients has gone up. This means that we will increase the price on items such as sandwiches, the daily specials and baked
goods.
We will put the new prices in the newsletter next Friday with the increase being effective Monday 7 August.
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COMMUNITY & SERVICE COUNCIL UPDATE

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS

Friendship Day
This Friday, Wakatipu High School celebrated Friendship Day. To
celebrate this we held a speed dating event but for friends called Fast
Friends. Fast Friends was set out where every table had a topic to talk
about e.g. What would you do if you gained 1 billion dollars right now and
why would you do that? We wanted to hold this event because what better
way to celebrate Friendship Day than with new friends. This went really
well and everyone went away from this with plenty of new friends.
Everyone got a smiley face sticker which represents everyone at Wakatipu
High School is all connected together and in one big whanau.
On top of this, we decided to sell friendship bracelets to raise money for
Child Fund. Child Fund is an international organisation that helps create
long-term positive change which benefits children. They also promote
children’s rights and voices and that helps children break free from
poverty. Here is a poem about friendship to sum up the day.
Make new friends, but keep the old:
Those are silver,
These are gold
-Joseph Parry

Our new International Students enjoying a trip up to Skyline this week.

Overall, it was a great day thanks to everyone who participated.
Hannah Battrick
The Community and Service Council

STUDENT CONGRATULATIONS
Congratulations to Benji Crossan who has raised $5,473 on his own for
Leukaemia & Blood Cancer NZ. He is now the charity's 9th most
successful individual fundraiser of all time. He is still taking donations
so please click below if you wish to support him.
Shave for A Cure https://shaveforacure.co.nz/
Otago Daily Times https://www.odt.co.nz/regions/queenstown/charitypremier-status-snippet-away
Benji's Shave for a Cure 2017 page https://goo.gl/pBh6u5
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WHS FOUNDATION BUSINESS PROGRAMME
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Important dates for your diary…
WHO

EVENT

DATE

Yr 9-10

Junior reports available on Portal

Mon 31 July

All

2018 Course Option Afternoon
(1.50pm-4.30pm)

Tue 1 Aug

Yr 11-13

Senior Excellence Assembly

Fri 4 Aug

Yr 9-10

Junior Semester 1 Prizegiving

Fri 4 Aug

Yr 9-10

Junior Next Steps
(Parent-Student-Teacher Interviews)

Thu 10 Aug

Yr 11-13

Senior Exams

10-15 Aug

Yr 9-10

Teacher Only Day
– Juniors only

Fri 11 Aug

Meet the Staff…
Ben Evans
How long have you been at WHS?
This is my first week!
What is your position?
I am teaching a range of Technology subjects
including Hard Materials Technology,
Electronics and Digital Technology.
What do you love about the job?
I've always enjoyed working with people. I love building strong relationships
with students, colleagues and the wider community as well as teaching
students skills I believe will help them succeed after school.
What do you like doing in your free time?
I enjoy being outdoors. I surf quite a bit back in Australia as well as rock
climb. Whilst in Queenstown I plan on hitting the slopes as it's something I
don't get the chance to do very often.
What item could you not live without?
My phone as I love listening to music.
What do you like about Queenstown?
I love the atmosphere. Everyone here is so friendly and helpful and the views
you get to see everyday are just incredible.
Describe yourself in three words: Caring, approachable and driven.
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COMMUNITY NOTICES

Contact Erin Tapp at the WHS Office to purchase your Entertainment Book.
Phone 03 442 7370 * Email etapp@wakatipu.school.nz
*Or visit www.entbook.co.nz/260506v
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STARTING 19 JULY!
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COMMUNITY NOTICES
Strengthening Families helps you sort things out when life’s challenges weigh you down. Whatever your concern or need:
› Finding a warm, comfortable home for your family/whanau
› Worries about your child’s health or behaviour
› Making ends meet
› Your child not doing well at school
› Coping with stress at home.
Strengthening Families brings together the agencies that can help your family/whanau deal with your concerns.
Visit their website for more details - www.strengtheningfamilies.govt.nz
or contact: Matthew Hawke, Strengthening Families Coordinator 0272034547, or Vicki Patton, Wakatipu High School, Guidance Counsellor.
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COMMUNITY NOTICES
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COMMUNITY NOTICES
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COMMUNITY NOTICES

Japan's Foreign Policy Options in the Trump Era
Professor Toshihiro Nakayama

Something in the Water - Why Should You Care?
Tuesday, August 8, 7 p.m., Copthorne Hotel and Resort Queenstown Lakefront

What are the foreign policy options for Japan in the Trump era –
and the resultant implications for NZ and the Asia-Pacific region?

The University of Otago’s Winter Symposium 2017 features a multi-disciplinary
panel of speakers, moderated by satirist and columnist Joe Bennett, discussing water
quality, tourism and the economy vs the environment.

With Trump’s isolationist tendencies, will Japan emerge as
economic adversary or ally with whom to share values?
Prof Nakayama is Catalyst Trust’s third Kippenberger Chair
speaker from Victoria University’s Centre for Strategic Studies. He
will talk about how Japan sees America’s role in our region and
what it means for us.
Monday August 14, 6 p.m. – 7:30 p.m, Hilton Queenstown Resort
and Spa’s Coronet 2 room, $5 koha at door. Please register at
connect@catalystnz.org More info at www.catalystnz.org

This year’s symposium is brought to Queenstown in association with Catalyst Trust to
address the big idea ‘Why Should You Care?’ Hear our panelists’ views on policy
changes that would-be politicians need to listen and respond to before the election.
Please email wintersymposium@otago.ac.nz with the following code: QN Winter
Symposium, to register your interest.
Panelists:
 Associate Professor Brent Lovelock specialises in sustainable tourism, ethical
tourism and outdoor recreation. His research covers North America, the AsiaPacific region and New Zealand.
 Dr Sarah Mager’s research expertise includes surface hydrology of pristine alpine
rivers, water yield and tussock grasslands. Her focus is natural fluxes of material
through headwater catchments.
 Freshwater scientist Dr Marc Schallenberg has studied more than 80 NZ lakes –
including the effects of development, invasive species, climate change and their
unique ecology on Central Otago lakes.
 Associate Professor Nicola Wheen is a specialist in NZ environmental law,
including allocation and conservation of freshwater resources and Treaty of
Waitangi issues. She also likes fishing!
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COMMUNITY NOTICES

Sunday lessons now available
Dan Gerard Driving Instruction has a
professional male and female driving instructor,
and is a member of the New Zealand Institute of
Driver Educators (NZIDE). The instructors offer
high quality driver training in Queenstown. They
cover a range of driving lessons.
 Learner lessons for beginners
 Assessment for Learner drivers who have been
taught by family and need their skills polished
before sitting their Restricted Test
 Refresher lessons to brush up before sitting their
Full Test
 Reversing and parking tuition - simple techniques
for confidence when parallel parking and
reversing
www.drivinginstruction.co.nz/
info@drivinginstruction.co.nz
Rach Gerard: 027 273 9610
Dan Gerard: 027 349 2447
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