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Kia ora and welcome to the penultimate week of Term 2 at Wakatipu High School. Another busy week with senior 
music nights and a great game of football between our 1st XI and Kavanagh College on our front field - which we 
won 5-0, as well as training for our upcoming Matatu Assembly and plenty of teaching and learning :)

Reports
 LE Reports - will be available on the WHS Portal this evening. Do please take the time to check in with the 

report and your student as to how they are engaging with their learning. As we approach mid-year things 
definitely need to be on track or action needs to be taken.

 Reporting - please see below for a piece from Mrs Panapa re upcoming Mid-Year reports.

Matatu Assembly - our annual House Haka-Waiata competition, is a very special event and parents are 
welcome to attend, 1.30pm next Friday in the Theatre. The format will be a bit different this year but it is always 
fantastic. Seats are limited so please RSVP to Mr Rasmussen by Wednesday next week 
jrasmussen@wakatipu.school.nz

Facebook - our WHS Facebook page is a great place to see some of the things that go on at WHS and the breadth 
of our all-round education, please click here:
www.facebook.com/WakatipuHighSchoolNewSchoolProject/
There is also our new WHS Sports Facebook page for all things sporty - click here to check it out:
www.facebook.com/WakatipuHighSchoolSports/

Next Term - has some important events in the first few weeks. While they are still some time away, and more 
details will be available next term, I’ve listed them below so you can put them in your calendars as appropriate:
 Course Option Afternoon - an important process which takes place early next term is students choosing 

their courses and subjects for 2019, and part of this is our annual Course Option Afternoon on Tuesday 31 July. 
More details next term but parents are invited and able to attend.

 Junior Mid-Year Prizegiving - will be held in the theatre on Tuesday 7 August at 10.45am. This important 
ceremony will recognise achievement in the first semester courses. Prizewinners will be notified in the week 
prior.

 Excellence and Ad Alta Assemblies - to recognise achievement and effort in Term 2 will be held in Week 2 
next term, again in a House format. More details next term.

Only one week to go in the term. Final weeks are always busy, especially for seniors with assessments frequently 
due in - please support them to do their very best and to stay focussed on their learning until the very end of the 
term.
This settled winter weather is going to continue through most of the weekend, great for outside activities 
including sport and skiing - enjoy :)

Steve Hall
Principal

P R I N C I P A L ’ S M E S S A G EP R I N C I P A L ’ S M E S S A G E



2

W A K A T I P U  H I G H  S C H O O L  N E W S L E T T E R  •  2 9  J U N E  2 0 1 8

A F T E R  S C H O O L  S E C U R I T YA F T E R  S C H O O L  S E C U R I T Y

We will be implementing some changes commencing at the start of Term 3 around after-school security to ensure we are meeting our legal obligations 
related to use of the facilities and supervision. All students who are not present for a supervised school event must have left the building by 5pm at the 
latest. Students who are present for a supervised school event that has a delayed start (e.g. netball at 4.45pm) will only be allowed to congregate at the 
front of the school in the Foyer and Library area. The learning commons will be closed off and not available for access (unless they are with a staff 
member). This may mean that students attending sport in the gymnasium will need to exit via the front door and re-enter in the side Gymnasium door -
as the internal doors will be shut.

If your student is waiting for you to finish work, or waiting to access other facilities nearby (eg Kip McGrath, Site Trampoline) they will need to make 
alternate arrangements after 5.00pm. We recommend the Wakatipu Youth Trust who have a Drop in Center (Youth Booth) at 15 Red Oaks Drive which is 
across the street. This is open until 6pm each day during the school term and has XBOX, Pool Table, Air Hockey, Ping Pong, Sound System, Computers 
and daily afternoon tea. It is free of charge.

Andrea Wilton-Connell

Information regarding students engagement, learning, progress and achievement is always live and available through the WHS Portal. However, a 
comprehensive Mid-Year report will be made available on the Portal for Seniors on Friday 6 July and Monday 30 July for Juniors.

In addition to the information that is readily available through the Portal, the Senior Mid-Year Report will include a cover sheet that outlines the student's 
Academic Goal and current prediction. The prediction is an indicator of what the student is on track to achieve (or not), as of 22 June, assuming they 
maintain their current levels of achievement. Kaiārahi have been meeting with students to discuss the prediction and what changes, if any, are required to 
achieve their academic goal. If you have any questions regarding any general information in this report you should contact the Kaiārahi in the first instance. 
If you have subject specific information, please contact the relevant subject teacher.

Again, Junior Mid-Year Reports will be available on the Portal from Monday 30 July, and we will have our Junior Next Steps in mid-August, when parents 
will again meet with Kaiārahi.

Sonia Panapa

R E P O R T I N GR E P O R T I N G
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C A N  F O R  A  C A U S EC A N  F O R  A  C A U S E

Just two weeks ago the Community and Service council ran an initiative called ‘Can for a Cause’ which aimed to gather as many cans of donated food as 
possible for local charities Happiness House Community Support Centre and Queenstown Salvation Army. Run as an unofficial house competition, students 
were encouraged to bring cans of food to school across the week (11-18th June), and on the final day, house representatives constructed sculptures using the 
cans which were eagerly judged by Mr Hall, Mrs Panapa and Mr Rasmussen. The houses were ranked using a point system that reflected the creativity of the 
sculptures and amount of cans collected. Mackenzie was the clear frontrunner, taking the win, followed by Arthur. 

Overall, 435 cans were donated from students, and on behalf of the Community and Service council, we are grateful for everyone who got involved and made 
an effort to support our community. 

Sophie Woodham
Community and Service Council
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C O M E  O N E  C O M E  A L L  – 6 D R A  P R E S E N T S  N U I  S I L A ! !C O M E  O N E  C O M E  A L L  – 6 D R A  P R E S E N T S  N U I  S I L A ! !

WHS drama department would like to present NUI SILA a hilarious play that will leave you pondering your thoughts on cultural clashes and youth growing 
up in New Zealand. This play is the 1.6 assessment for the Level 1 Drama Class and they would love your support. The show is on Thursday 5 July and the 
curtain drops at 5:30pm sharp so please be seated before then. 

One night only this is a show you don't want to miss!!!!!!

Jake Hansen

M U S I C  U P D A T EM U S I C  U P D A T E

Last Friday afternoon saw musicians from WHS performing at Winterfest down on 
Earnslaw Park. This has been an annual event thanks to the efforts of Rockformation who 
continue to support our students by providing these opportunities. 
The students had a great time entertaining the audience and played extremely well.

Picture is of Haven, taken by shotbysarah.co.nz

Upcoming Music Events:
July 3/4 5MUS3 Music Nights 6pm school theatre
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A S P E N  E X C H A N G EA S P E N  E X C H A N G E

“A journey is best measured in friends, rather than miles.” – Tim Cahill
Travelling, hosting, being a tour guide in your own back yard, discussing similarities and 
differences late into the evening is what being a participant on the Sister City Aspen Exchange is 
all about. It is enriching, life changing and character building for our young people and 
ourselves as teachers.  Getting to know eight students from Wakatipu High School like they are 
extensions of yourself, seeing them treat their Aspen students like they are their family member, 
hosting another teacher and bonding in the same way.  That is the magic of the Sister City 
Queenstown/Aspen Exchange.

We had an awesome group come to visit for 10 days over the last weeks of June.  They were 
hosted by our amazing students and their even more amazing families.  Allan and I got 
incredible support from local businesses to send the group on trips around the lower South 
Island.  On their first day AJ Hackett Bungy plunged them into New Zealand tourism with a 
jump off the Kawarau bridge.  NZSKI donated ski passes and equipment hire for the students to 
use for three days, a generous offer to say the least. Real Journeys ferried the group to Walter 
Peak for a quintessential farm show and morning tea.  Go Orange tiki toured them to Milford 
Sound, where the weather added its mysterious mist and rain to heighten the landscape. The 
Kiwi Bird House hosted the group, so they could have an up close look at our native bird. 
Skyline entertained the group twice, once with the Honorable Mayor Jim Bolt to discuss the 
similarities and differences the two cities face, then again on Friday for the Kiwi Haka 
experience. There were countless discounts and vouchers from local businesses, including 
Fergburger providing an experience of what a burger can do to a town.  Our community may be 
small, but the generosity and support we have received is huge.

There were weekends with families, attending sport, skiing and tasting local foods. As a group 
the students got together as much as they could to spend time as one big family.  The generosity, 
support and can do attitude of our Wakatipu High School students and their incredible families 
meant that these visiting students felt right at home and slotted into kiwi lifestyle quickly.

Experiencing this exchange for the first time, I am filled with a sense of pride, exhaustion and 
excitement for what our little group will do when we travel to see them in January 2019.  A huge 
thank you to the families involved in this trip, without you, we would not be able to do this.  
Thank you to our students for ensuring that their students had the best time possible.  
Thank you to Wakatipu High School for supporting this exchange, it truly is magic.

Allan Birkett and Rachael Bell
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L A N G U A G E S  U P D A T EL A N G U A G E S  U P D A T E

Students have been experiencing learning languages outside of the classroom with our local community.  The French Year 10 students have spent part of 
Term 2 learning, speaking, conversing about eating habits and of course....food!

What better opportunity than experiencing this learning outside of the classroom and having to engage in meaningful French conversations to order food! 
This is what students did by going to the local French bakery Ma Boulangerie! Students, during this ‘field trip’, had to answer a range of relevant questions in 
French related to the bakery.

A big ‘merci beaucoup’ to David from Ma Boulangerie for making this possible.

Guillaume Charton



Last week on Tuesday afternoon, a group of Year 13 Biology students had the privilege of travelling down to Dunedin and spending three days in the New 
Zealand Marine Studies Centre in Portobello. The intention of this trip was to conduct an individual experiment and learn scientific processes. 

On the first day, the eager students caught the first whiff of sea salt as they searched high and low (but mainly low) under rocks, nooks and especially 
crannies for a range of different crab species. Throughout the day, we learnt about the anatomy, ecological niche and behaviour of these crabs. This 
knowledge was to lead us into our journey of crab and self-discovery on the second day of the trip. 

It was the half crab that the majority of students chose to conduct their experiments on. We tested feeding responses, turnover time and the speed of the 
crab depending on a range of variables. It was hard not to squash the crabs as they nipped at our hands throughout the intense eight hours in the lab. The 
mentors had to keep a close eye on Jordyn after his tragic “accident” the previous day on the shore where one crab sadly lost its life. We were then treated 
to nachos and a relaxing evening after a busy day. 

The third day was spent repeating these experiments and ensuring that any issue or errors from the second day were eliminated. By the end, we had 
accurate and reliable datasets to take home and analyse in Queenstown. Overall, it was a fantastic and informative time that was just as good as the 
Winterfest fireworks that we missed. 

We would like to thank the incredible teachers that accompanied us on the trip, Mrs Christian and Mrs Jackson, as well as Steve and our other mentors at 
the centre for supporting us throughout the time. 

Henry McIntyre and Kate Lambert
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Southland Secondary School Junior Netball Champs
The WHS 9A and 10A teams played in the Southland 
Secondary Schools Junior Netball Tournament in 
Invercargill yesterday. The 9A team finished third out of six 
teams and the 10A team finished third out of seven teams. A 
big thank you to all of the coaches and parents who went 
down for the day.

Wakatipu High School Sports Facebook Page
Take a look at the new sports Facebook page and follow it on 
Facebook by clicking “Like” for all of the latest news, results 
and updates. Please click the link here: 
https://www.facebook.com/WakatipuHighSchoolSports/

Laura Nathan
Sports Coordinator

Weekly Sports Wrap 
Results - Week 9
Football - Mon 25 June
1st XI Boys beat Kavanagh College - 5-0
Tue 26 June
1st XI Girls vs Menzies College - rescheduled

Hockey - Thu 21 June
Mixed B lost to Cromwell Red 
Fri 22 June
Mixed A beat Upper Clutha - 3-1

Ice Hockey - No Game

Netball - Mon 25 June
WHSA beat Flints Flyers - 29-14
Netball Southern League - Wed 27 June
10A lost to Central Southland College - 29-28
Senior B beat Aparima College - 39-16

Rugby - Sat 23 June
U15 lost to Te Anau/Northern Southland - 49-24
U16 lost to Kings Panthers - 26-22
1st XV lost to Woodlands U18 - 26-24
Wed 27 June
Girls lost to Cromwell - 29-0

Jett Fa’Amalepe in midcourt for the 9A’s

Draw - Week 10 Term 2
Basketball - Fri 29 June
Senior Boys vs James Hargest College 
- Stadium Southland 6:30pm
Junior Boys vs SBHS Bullets 
- Stadium Southland 6pm

Football - Tue 3 July
1st XI Girls vs Menzies College 
- Northern Southland College 4pm

Hockey - Thu 29 June
Mixed B vs Cromwell Blue - Cromwell 4:45pm
Fri 30 June
Mixed A vs Dunstan 1st XI - Cromwell 8:45pm

Ice Hockey - Wed 4 July
WHS vs Gold - Ice Rink 6:30pm

Netball - Sat 30 June
WHSA vs Legends - Event Centre Court 1 9am
Mon 2 July
WHSB vs Flints - Shotover Primary 6:30pm
Netball Southern League - Wed 4 July
10A TBC - 3rd/4th play off
Senior B TBC - Final

Rugby - Sat 30 June
U15 vs SBHS Blue - WHS 1:15pm
U16 vs OBHS - Cromwell Rugby Club 1pm
1st XV vs St Peters - St Peters College 1:15pm
Wed 4 July
Girls vs Dunstan - Alexandra 5:45pm
Thu 5 July
U15 vs Lane Cove - WHS 4:15pm
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7 B U S  – I T ’ S  B U S I N E S S  T I M E !7 B U S  – I T ’ S  B U S I N E S S  T I M E !

The Level 2 Business Studies classes are about to embark on their first 
sale cycle during the last week of Term 2. Students have been busy 
undertaking market research for their products, investigating 
suppliers, writing their business plans and planning for their sales. This 
activity requires students to carry out their business within a 
community context. The business groups have identified a community 
based charity and are supporting the charity by donating to them.

Products and services on offer included: 
 Cupcakes
 Jam
 Car wash
 American candy
 Sausage sizzles
 Homemade candles
 Chalk boards
 Candy floss
 Socks
 Sherbet
 Phone protectors
 Stress balls
 Bean bags
 Stickers

Help support our young entrepreneurs! 

Nicola Proffit
7Bus Teacher
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7 B U S  A D S7 B U S  A D S

The end of the term is coming up fast and what a term it has been! Senior 
students are finishing off internals, juniors are getting ready to move into the 
second semester and everyone is preparing for the Matatu assembly at the 
end of the term.

Student subcouncils have been working hard to bring us initiatives like this 
years ‘Can for a Cause’, where over 400 cans were donated by students and 
teachers, built into beautiful sculptures in the school foyer, then broken down 
and donated to the Salvation Army and Happiness House. This is an event 
that the Community and Service Council run every year and it’s awesome to 
see it continue in the new school!

The Arts and Culture Council have hosted another ‘Bob Ross Therapy 
Painting Session’ this term, with a great turnout of painters, from beginner 
level to excellence students. Keep an eye out for the next one coming up!

Well, that’s it from the Councils for this week! Although, you can bet that 
there’s lots of work behind the scenes going into lots of exciting new ideas to 
make Term 3 the best yet!

Lexi Rosemoore

H E A D  S T U D E N T  U P D A T EH E A D  S T U D E N T  U P D A T E
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DATE EVENT WHO

Fri 6 July Matatu Assembly All

Fri 6 July Last day of Term 2 All

Mon 23 July First day of Term 3 All

Wed 25 July School Photos All

Tue 31 July Course Option Afternoon All

Tue 7 Aug Junior Mid-year Prizegiving Yr 9 & 10

Fri 10 Aug Teacher Only Day – no school All

10-14 Aug Senior Exams Yr 11, 12, 13

Important dates for your diary…

The lost property is located upstairs at Student Services if you are missing 
any items please come and look as it is overflowing. Smaller items have 
been locked away so be sure to ask at reception.

LOST - School Blazer missing if anyone accidentally picked up a blazer 
that is not theirs, will have Morganty written on the inside, please return 
to lost property or Matthew!

Any questions to office@wakatipu.school.nz

L O S T  P R O P E R T YL O S T  P R O P E R T Y

U N I F O R M  S A L EU N I F O R M  S A L E
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C O M M U N I T Y  N O T I C E SC O M M U N I T Y  N O T I C E S



Browns Ski Shop are looking for Younglings for the 2018 ski season –
available to Yr8‐Yr10 students, for one or possibly two afternoons 
per week, after school till about 7.30pm. Starting end of June till 
end of August.

We will teach you skills like washing clothing, cleaning ski and board 
boots etc etc – in other words things you do not do at home. If you 
are interested, talk to your parents then have them contact us 
on jedicouncil@brownsnz.com
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www.entertainmentbook.co.nz/orderbooks/260506v
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North Korea ‐ what hope peace? Prof Kevin Clements will cover the swirling 
geopolitical dynamics at play on the Korean Peninsula at this Catalyst Trust 
event, from a peace research perspective. 

Thursday July 19, 7pm at the Sherwood ‐ $5 koha. 

See www.catalystnz.org or FB.com/catalystnzQT for details. 
Register to ensure your seat at eventbrite.co.nz (search for Catalyst Trust 
Queenstown). 
Facebook event: https://www.facebook.com/events/399666067168684/
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The Future of Regional Healthcare ‐ Thursday July 5, 6‐7.30pm
Copthorne Hotel & Resort Queenstown

How do we provide for sustainable healthcare services in rural areas? This is the topic of 
this year's winter symposium from the University of Otago. A panel of specialists in health 
science and rural health will debate the issues with MC Guyon Espiner, Radio New Zealand 
journalist. 
For more info and to register a place, go to https://www.otago.ac.nz/winter‐symposium/

FB event: https://www.facebook.com/events/631562973855714/
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Holden Street Smart

Holden Street Smart is a programme that equips young Kiwis with the tools needed to safely drive on our roads, well prepared and confident. Holden Street Smart is a 
world‐class, cognitive based driver programme that aims to positively influence the lives of young kiwis across the country. The Programme has been developed with the 
involvement of world‐renowned road safety expert, Peter Sheppard. In addition, passionate road safety advocate, Greg Murphy, is our Programme Ambassador.

Offering a practical hands‐on learning experience, Holden Street Smart is a programme that aims to add to, and compliment, the great work already undertaken by NZTA, 
NZ Police and others in the area of road safety and driving training.

Holden Street Smart is a one‐day event providing young drivers and their parents/caregivers the opportunity to undertake supervised driving practice. There is a focus on 
developing good decision‐making strategies for safe driving, including assessing themselves, reading the road environment, resisting peer pressure, managing or 
eliminating distractions and planning ahead.

The Programme takes place in safe, controlled, off‐the‐road environments, under the watchful eye of qualified coaches plus the parent/caregiver. This provides the 
parent the opportunity to also assess themselves, in order to be a better coach and mentor to their teen.

Holden Street Smart will be delivering its programme throughout these July School Holidays at the following venues:

Mike Pero Motorsport Park – Christchurch ‐ Mon 16 and Tues 17 July

Highlands Motorsport Park – Cromwell ‐ Thu 19 and Fri 20 July

Registrations are open for only $49 at www.holdenstreetsmart.co.nz

Click here to view our introduction video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oO49nI‐gCGU

Registrations can be completed via the easy to use pages on our website: 
www.holdenstreetsmart.co.nz


