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Kia ora, welcome to the Wakatipu High School newsletter at the end of Week 4. Another busy week 
with everything from debating to spelling, tramping to alternative transport, and some great 
speakers for our students. Speaking of which, it was great to see parents and students come along 
to Dr Denise Quinlan’s Wellbeing evening on Tuesday - it was informative, and her visit marks the 
beginning of our wellbeing journey as a school.

Also this week was the launch of the Financial Literacy programme for Year 12s and some Year 13s. 
Along with the Year 11 Wellbeing unit which has been running, these initiatives are part of our 
Ākonga Profile. Today has been the second Strike for Climate day, with our students choosing to 
promote the use of alternative transport for staff and students.

Formal - the big night is tomorrow - so it’s all about dresses, suits, hairdos, makeup and spray tans!  
The Formal is a special and important occasion for students and families - the odd parent has even 
been known to get a bit misty-eyed seeing their ‘baby ‘ (male or female)  all dressed up for the first 
time. On Monday morning I spoke to the students about rules and expectations. Parents - please 
ensure you have read the email we sent out on Monday and support your child to make correct 
choices so that everyone has an enjoyable and safe night.

Teachers’ Strike - is next Wednesday 29. As a school we will be ‘closed for instruction’, ie no teach-
ing and learning, however we will offer limited supervision (NB this will involve self-directed study in 
the library or similar; the canteen will not be open).

Teacher Only Day - as is the norm before Queen’s Birthday, is next Friday 1 June.

WHS Foundation Rata Dinner - another reminder re this important fundraiser on Saturday 8 June. 
Please see the flyer further below.

Internet and Online Safety - a reminder that this evening with John Parsons is next Monday 27, in the 
theatre at 7pm.

Another big newsletter below reflects another busy week and a good one; and please note there will 
be no newsletter next Friday with Teacher Only Day.

After a week of good weather the weekend looks pretty reasonable too - maybe the odd shower. 
Make the most of it before wetter and more wintry weather arrives next week.

​Ngā mihi, 

Steve Hall, Principal
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Notices

Please click here to view 
Wakatipu High School’s 
Student Notice Board.

Facebook Page

Please see our Facebook page 
for all the latest updates from
Wakatipu High School, and
take a look at our sports page
for news on football, rugby,
snow sports and more. Recent 
posts include last week’s Ad 
Alta and Excellence Awards 
and yesterday’s OTD Spelling 
Competition Winners.

Newsletter

http://notices.wakatipu.school.nz/#view-today
https://www.facebook.com/WakatipuHighSchoolQueenstown/#
https://www.facebook.com/WakatipuHighSchoolSports/


Otago Daily Times Spelling Competition

Last night four teams travelled to Cromwell to take part in the annual ODT Spelling Competition. It was a closely fought battle, but 
Wakatipu High School secured first and second place. Congratulations to the winners, Helena Hornbacher, Minna Zhu and Hershey Avila 
and to Ruby Dawson, Aurora Macleod and Ayla Nakayama who secured second place. Well done to all the other participants who 
performed strongly; Oliver Battrick, Isadora Figueroa, Luca Hall, Sidney Isip, Jack Speedy and Scarlet Taylor. 

See the Otago Daily Times article.

Ruth Needham & Jennifer Smart, English
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Geography Trip

Last week the 8GEO class attended a field trip to Christchurch to collect data for our research project. The trip included many highlights 
such as attending the Quake City museum, conquering the extreme Margaret Mahy playground and exploring the new buildings and 
space activation projects within the city centre. Whilst the trip was really fun, there was still work to be done. Many groups took part 
in surveys, collecting data from the public, and listening to talks from key community leaders. The most nerve-racking experience for 
myself was interviewing the MP of Christchurch, Duncan Webb. He is a very important man and we felt well and truly out of our depth 
when asking him questions for our project! Overall, the trip was a great success, we were able to get a great balance between collecting 
our data, exploring and have some great times lounging in our 5-star hostel at the end of busy days. I would like to say thank you to Ms 
Wood, Mr Gilbertson and Mrs Richards for making this trip possible.

Gabe White, Year 13

https://www.odt.co.nz/regions/central-otago/wakatipu-top-two-school-tussle


House Debating Competition

WHS’ house debating competition started this week, with teams from each house debating moots like ‘Marvel is better than DC’, ‘the arts 
have more advantages for students than sports’ and ‘gaming has more benefits than negatives’. The finals come up on Monday Break 
3 with Mackenzie vs Hay for 1st/2nd and Arthur vs Duncan for 3rd/4th. Well done all! The photos below are from the Fox vs Mackenzie 
debate from which Mackenzie won by 1 point.

Tasman Hughes, Deputy Head Girl
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Wakamaths

Today WHS hosted the innaugural Wakamaths in the Basin, where teams from Queenstown’s primary schools competed against each 
other in maths challenges for prizes! This was an amazing event with students running up and down to pass answers to judges, and it 
was great to see so many young people enthusiastic and excited about maths. Well done to our winners, Team ‘Pink A’ from 
Remarkables Primary School! We look forward to hosting the event again next year.

Year 9 and 10 Assembly: Marcus Akuhata Brown

Today Year 9 and 10 students had the pleasure of listening to internationally-renowned motivational speaker - Marcus Akuhata Brown. 
His story is a remarkable one from growing up in the small town of Te Araroa on the east coast to travelling all over the world as both a 
national and international representative. He founded a global consultancy in 2000 and is currently involved in a number of education 
and training initiatives. He is also previous director on the international board of CIVICUS and member of the Commonwealth Youth 
Caucus.

The key messages from Marcus were the importance of making good choices. He told students to believe in themselves, be kind to 
others and lift people up rather than push them down. His closing words challenged students to think intentionally about how to live their 
life to positively affect the lives of others. A big thank you to Southern Reap for bringing Marcus to Wakatipu High School.

James Rasmussen, Deputy Principal
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2019 Queenstown Indoor Bouldering Series at WHS

Over 50 people turned up at the inaugural Queenstown Indoor Bouldering Series last Saturday to compete or support climbers at the 
school bouldering wall. Participants were as young as 10 years old and came as far as from Milford Sound (!), Te Anau, Invercargill, 
Wanaka, Mossburn and from primary schools around Queenstown and of course there was a strong keen contingent from the high 
school and students from Wanaka and Invercargill.

Qualifying climbs allowed climbers to warm up on easy routes and to tackle much harder and more technical climbs. A massive thank 
you to the Queenstown Climbing Club for supporting this event and providing volunteers (Diego, Phil, Che, and Paul) and prizes. Thank 
you to Ms Kate Jackson for her time and to each WHS student who came for the challenge and showed resilience during this event. We 
are aiming to run such an event once a season. 

Students are welcome to join the Wakatipu Climbing Team which meets Break 2 on Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday in the stadium.
For more information email: gcharton@wakatipu.school.nz

Juniors, Females: 
•	 1st Place: Lucy Sinclair
•	 2nd Place: Azaria Briscoe
•	 3rd Place: Izzi Law

Juniors, Males: 
•	 1st Place: Hylton Briscoe
•	 2nd Place: Jack McBeth 
•	 3rd Place: Tama Huston-Jefferies

Guillaume Charton, Head of Languages

Isaiah Jabbour making it to 
2nd place in the Experts Category Jack McBeth flying for second place

Azaria Briscoe dialing up her moves to reach 
2nd place for Junior Females
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Internet Use Workshop

John Parsons is presenting an Internet Health and Wellbeing workshop  at Wakatipu High School Monday 27 May, 7pm. (Free of Charge)
 
We are finding parents need help and support around their children’s use of ICT -  this 1.5 hour workshop has been proven to be an 
excellent forum regarding internet safety, device time, use of websites and positive support for young people.

Thank you!

Vicki Patton, Guidance Counsellor

Scott Basin Trip

Thanks to Mr McIntyre for sending in these great photos of 8OREC’s recent Scott Basin Tramp. Our students had a brilliant experience 
hiking, camping,  and encountering some very friendly keas!

Traffic Safety

A reminder to all parents that Red Oaks Drive, outside of WHS, is a no-stopping zone and vehicles are not permitted to stop in bus stops, 
cycle lanes or on dotted yellow lines. We are increasingly concerned about the safety of our students as vehicles pull out into traffic, 
perform U-Turns or block the bus area whilst students are crossing the road as they arrive to school each morning.

Please take this opportunity talk to students about responsible driving behaviour, and set a good example by complying with road 
regulations. We have been in touch with QLDC about the issue, and they are also are concerned by driver behaviour and will commence a 
monitoring programme. Thank you for your cooperation.

Andrea Wilton-Connell, Executive Officer
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A night at Rata
A N N U A L  G A L A  D I N N E R  

&  A U C T I O N

The Wakatipu High School Foundation 
would like to invite you to 

 
Saturday 8th June 2019 | 6.30pm

Rata Restaurant 
$245 per person

 
 
 
 

- -

- -

Book your ticket at Eventbrite.co.nz or 
wakatipuhsfoundation@gmail.com



Music Events and Competitions

Roger Fox Jazz Workshops
Four students have been given the opportunity to attend the Roger Fox Roadshow in Auckland next Wednesday. Alfie Parvin, Kai Komene, 
Eric Sebastian and Jack James have been sponsored by the local Turn Up the Music Trust and will be involved with workshops and an 
evening concert under the guidance of Roger Fox.

Michael Hill Violin competition visit
Next Thursday from 12.30 - 1.45 we have visitors from the MIchael Hill competition coming to school to showcase their skills and talk 
about life as a professional violinists. This will be a great event that gives our students some insight into music that most of them are 
unfamiliar with.

Upcoming Events
Things will start to ramp up in the Music department over the coming weeks. The main dates to be aware of are as follows:

•	 June 17: WHS mini Big Break. Opportunity for bands from WHS and primary schools to have a play through of their music in the WHS 
theatre. Starting 6.00pm

•	 June 23: 2.00-5.00pm. Earnslaw Park. Winterfest. Bands performing
•	 June 29: Rockquest. Qtn Memorial Hall. 5.00pm
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French International Diploma

It is this time of the year where the International French Diploma (a.k.a DELF) is around the corner.
This French proficiency diploma for non-native speakers of French is awarded by the French Ministry of Education to certify the 
competency in the French language.

Students who are learning French at WHS have the opportunity to sit this international diploma here at school on Saturday 31 August 
as the school is a DELF accredited assessment centre. This year the DELF is open to NCEA Level 1, 2 and 3 students. Students need to 
register and pay via this registration form and email it to Mr Guillaume Charton before the Friday 31 May.

A DELF diploma offers:
•	 International recognition of French proficiency.
•	 Life-long certification, based on the same international standard used in 164 countries (CEFR)
•	 A testimonial to one’s success in learning French.
•	 Recognition of the candidate’s accomplishments, represents an official document, recognised internationally.
•	 Advantages for post secondary education.
•	 Recognised internationally by francophone post secondary institutions, Acceptance into a university in France (B2).
•	 Enhances one’s resume.

Guillaume Charton, Head of Languages
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NZQA Fees - No Longer charged

The Minister of Education has announced that fees will no longer be charged for NZQA. This means all students doing NCEA (usually 
years 11-13) no longer have to pay the $76.70 NZQA Fee. If you have already paid we will credit your students account, and if all your 
required fees are paid and you would like a refund, please email your banking details to accounts@wakatipu.school.nz with your 
students name and ID number. As there are 517 senior students, please bear with our finance team while we work through this 
process. We are unable to remove the fee in our system at this time, so if you see it on the Portal, please ignore and do not pay.

Michelle Loggenberg, Finance Manager

Overdue English Textbooks

We have a huge number of overdue English Department novels that were issued last year. Please could all seniors check at home for any 
overdue class texts and return them.

Senior students are again being issued with texts for this year’s novel study and should be reminded that they are responsible for 
returning the exact copy they were issued. This happens through the library and books not returned at the end of year will be charged for.

Jennifer Smart, Acting Head of English

Head Students’ Address

Yet another busy week at Wakatipu High School. We’ve had a wide range of events being run in break times including poi practice, 
musical chairs, movie of the week and house debating. The moots at debating have been very interesting and allowed for some healthy 
competition. Big congratulations to everyone that got involved in debating, it takes a lot of courage to get up on stage so again, good 
job everyone! Academic-wise, seniors have had heaps of internals to keep them busy, even in break times seniors working hard at their 
upcoming assessments. On this note, I’d like to give a massive thanks to all the teachers running break time tutorials, we really 
appreciate all the extra help you give us. 

This Saturday is a big night for seniors, the school formal is finally here! The student formal committee has put in a lot of effort over the 
past couple of months to make this all happen, so a huge thanks to them. Everyone is very excited and looking forward to it! 

Lastly, I’d like to make everyone aware of the 40-hour famine which is happening in the upcoming weeks. This was addressed last week 
by Deputy Head Boy, Thomas Hartono, however, because of the significance of this event, I would like to readdress it. This year all the 
funds raised are going to refugees of South Sudan. Their country is in a crisis unlike anything we could ever imagine. Over two million 
refugees have fled their homeland leaving family, friends and belongings behind, which is why they need our help so desperately. Even 
the smallest funds will go a long way, something as little as $10 will provide the gift of education to five children supplying them school 
supplies for a year. For this reason, we encourage everyone to contribute to this years 40-hour famine cause. 

Thanks, have a great weekend :) 

Indigo Little, Board of Trustees Student Representative



Sports Report - Week 4
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Cross Country - Otago/ Southland Cross Country Relay Champs 
On Wednesday Neville Britton traveled with two teams of Cross 
Country runners down to Milton for the Otago/Southland Cross 
Country Relay Champs. Both teams were very successful taking 
out their categories. 

1st Junior U15 mixed Team and 8th place overall. Sammy Fookes, 
Sam Davis, Hannah Battrick and Todd Vermeir.

1st Senior Boys O15 Team and overall race winners by a whole 
minute, Benjamin Britton, Archie Ritchie, Gareth Harcombe and 
Aleks Cheifetz. 

WHS’ Milton Dream Team
Swimming - Otago Swimming Champs 
WHS represented at the Otago Secondary Schools Swim meet last 
weekend in Dunedin, with 10 swimmers. Our swimmers placed 
well, making many finals in the 13 &14 and 15 & over categories. 
Some top results included; Jemima Barr 3rd 200IM. Sara 
Jameson 1st 200 Butterfly, 2nd 200IM & 3rd 100 Butterfly. Kaleb 
Poole 1st 200 Backstroke, 100IM, 100 Backstroke & 200IM and 
2nd 100 Butterfly. Dylan Foote 2nd 50 Backstroke & 50 
Breastroke. Jett Fa’amalepe 1st 100 Backstroke, 2nd 50 & 200 
Backstroke. Isaak Frewen 1st 100IM & 100 Backstroke, 2nd 50 
Butterfly & 3rd 200IM and Sophie Adamson 2nd 200 Freestyle. 
 
Our relay team placed 1st in mixed medley event, with the senior 
team of Jett, Gabbi, Isaak & Sophie. The junior team of Jemima, 
Gracie Seeto, Sara & Kaleb placed 2nd. The freestyle relay saw an 
extremely narrow finish of 0.01 seconds, giving Jett, Sophie, Dylan 
& Isaak 2nd place, to St Kevin’s of Oamaru. The team of Grace, 
Charlotte Payne, Gabbi & Kaleb placed 3rd. Great effort by all the 
swimmers. 

Team photo; Isaak Frewan, Dylan Foote, Gabbi Barr, 
Sophie Adamson, Jett Fa’amalepe 

Kaleb Poole,  Charlotte Payne, Grace Seeto, 
Sara Jameson, Jemima Barr 

Rugby
Big result for the Girls rugby team last night in Wanaka. They managed a win 28-12 - this is a first for the 15 aside team. The first half 
was an even affair with Mt Aspiring using their size to good effect. breaking tackles, and playing a more physical game than the WHS 
girls. Second half was largely WHS with key players getting more involved allowing for speedster Olive Watherston to cut loose out wide. 
Olive was Player of the Day, scoring 4 tries and worked tirelessly on defence.

1st XV -Saturday 18th - the 1st XV had the opportunity to play their Round 3 Otago Premier Schools fixture at Forsyth Barr Stadium. It 
was against Combined Coed Schools and lived up to the promise of being a tightly contested affair. After conceeding the early lead, WHS 
fought back and took a 19-12 lead late into the second half. Unfortunately, unable to hold onto the ball, and giving away crucial penalties 
under pressure, the final say in the game went to Combined Schools who took a well deserved try and conversion to lock up the scores 
19-19. Player of the Day Sam McLean had yet another impressive performance with an outstanding defensive work rate and big running 
meters with ball in hand. A big challenge this Saturday as the team hosts John McGlashan College - 12noon at WHS. 

U14’s - Big win for the U14’s over South Otago High School 60-19, played at WHS. A good solid game with 10 tries scored and 5 
conversions.

Hockey
Hockey A Team drew 1-1 with Upper Clutha.
Hockey B Team lost 4-0 to DHS Eagles.

Football -  Boys First XI Premier Tournament Qualifying Match 
The first XI boys played a home game against Kings HIgh School. Kings managed to take the win 3-0. Next up is a match against Otago 
Boys in Dunedin. Girls Southland League: Bye 

Basketball
The 1st round of the QLDC Senior Men’s Competition finished last week with the Senior Boys Blue finishing 3rd and qualifying for the 
Championship Round. 

Results from Tuesday 22 May: 
•	 Senior Boys Blue lost 42 - 72
•	 Junior Boys Blue lost 56 - 69
•	 Senior Boys Gold lost 29 - 59
•	 WHS Girls lost 41 - 52

Southland Basketball Competition in Invercargill begins next Friday.

Alexa Peters, Sports Coordinator



Important Dates

WHS Mobile App
Upcoming events and important dates

now available on the WHS App Calendar

You can now get information on our important upcoming events on the ‘Calendar’ section of our WHS App. It’s free to download and 
use for iOS and Android devices. Once you have the app on your smartphone or tablet, simply hit ‘Calendar’ to view important upcoming 

events. You can also tap on the three bars in the top left to bring up the menu, then use the ‘Alert Subscriptions’ option to select what 
groups, years, or subjects apply to you. The WHS App is recommended for both students and parents. 

Push Notifications
The app allows you to select alert groups so that 
you only get notifications relevant to you such as:
​
 - Whole School information alerts
 - Sports and activities reminders
 - Year level events
 - House announcements
 - Buses updates, such as lateness or breakdowns

This feature will help ensure that you receive only 
messages that are applicable to you.

​Other Features
The app also gives you quick links to:
 - Report your child’s absence
 - Log into the WHS Portal
 - Access the school notices
 - Read the latest newsletter
 - Quick link to the school website
 - Check upcoming  calendar events
 - Contact the school

Back to Top

Date Event Who

Saturday 25 May School Formal Seniors

Monday 27 May John Parsons -
 Cybersafety talk Parents and Students

Wednesday 29 May PPTA Strike Everyone

Friday 31 May Teacher Only Day
(No Students at School) Everyone

Saturday 1 June Sheilah Winn Finals Sheilah Winn students

Monday 3 June Queens Birthday No School

Friday 8 June Kapahaka - interschool 
Matariki Everyone

Thursday 13 June Year 12 Drive to Survive Year 12’s

https://itunes.apple.com/nz/app/wakatipu-high-school/id1034623084?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=nz.school.apps.wakatipu&hl=en


Community Notices

Wakatipu High School Foundation 
Business Partnership Programme

The success of Wakatipu High School Foundation depends on the strength of its 
partnerships – with our schools, our community and business leaders. The WHSF 

Business Partnership Program is comprised of a dynamic group of local companies and 
professionals who, through their financial support, share in its success. Partnering with 
WHSF is a great way to invest in our schools and promote your business. Outstanding 

schools help strengthen the entire community including the business community.

If you would like more information on how your business can participate in this vital 
programme, please contact:

Chris Duffy (Trustee): chris.duffy@crowehorwath.co.nz +64 3 450 1801
Mia McGregor (Executive Officer): wakatipuhsfoundation@gmail.com + 64 22 037 8993

Our Current Partner List:

35MM Ltd
Adventure Group
Affleck O’Meara
AJ Hackett Bungy NZ
Anderson Lloyd
Bridgetone Tyre Centre
Black ZQN
Cavell Leitch
Colliers
Cookie Time
Craigs Investment 
Partners

Crowe Horwath
Deloitte Queenstown
Flame Bar & Grill
Goldfields Jewellers
Highlands Game Over
Hush Spa & Salon
Jacks Point Clubhouse
Kinloch Lodge
KJet
Lakes Weekly Bulletin
Lane Neave

McCullouch & Partners
Mitre 10 Mega
New World Wakatipu
NZSki
Pacific Travel Planners
Pak ’n’ Save
Placemakers
Queenstown Resort College
Remarkables Park Town 
Centre
Trinity Development
Westwood Group Holdings

Please support these businesses as they are investing in our students and school.  



Just Cuts in Frankton is offering a $1 donation to WHS for all services over $20 from now until the
end of June. A style is $30 for adults and $25 for teenagers. All people have to do is mention that
they are part of WHS and $1 of the fee will be donated back to the school. 

Just Cuts is on 19 Grant Road, Frankton for anyone interested in this great deal!
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Kā Mauka Whakatipu
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