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Kia ora and welcome to the end of a busy but very exciting week in which WHS great all-round 
education was in fine form with great cross-country results, music comps, economics competitions, 
community fundraisers, open evenings, matatu preparations, the list goes on.

Tuesday night was our 2020 Open and Enrolment Evening for incoming students to WHS and so 
many were blown away not only by the facilities available, but also by the number of curricular and 
extra-curricular opportunities on offer. Many parents were reminiscing about their school days and 
commenting on how they wished they could come back to school and enrol at WHS for 2020. It is 
amazing how quickly we forget how fortunate we are, not only to have the facilities that we have but 
also to have the dedicated staff who are willing to support students to achieve in all of their 
endeavours, both in and outside of the classroom. 

Two weeks left in the term. For seniors, there are lots of internal assessments getting ready for 
submission, and juniors will also be wrapping up projects and assessments as their Semester 1 
courses near completion.  Be sure to read below for more information regarding Academic 
Achievement and some examination preparation opportunities.

Our Matatu Assembly is being held on Friday 5 July and students across all five houses have been 
busy at break-times learning the school’s Haka and Waiata in anticipation of this wonderful school-
wide event.  

As per the intro, this week’s newsletter is packed with lots of information and includes some 
outstanding achievements and highlights from a wide-range of students and contexts, so be sure to 
have a read through! 

Hope everyone has a fantastic weekend.

​Ngā mihi, 

Oded Nathan, Acting Principal
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Notices

Please click here to view 
Wakatipu High School’s 
Student Notice Board.

Facebook Page

Please see our Facebook page 
for all the latest updates from
Wakatipu High School, and
take a look at our sports page
for news on football, rugby,
snow sports and more. Recent 
posts include a video from 
this Monday’s WHS Big Break

Newsletter

Matatu Preparations

http://notices.wakatipu.school.nz/#view-today
https://www.facebook.com/WakatipuHighSchoolQueenstown/#
https://www.facebook.com/WakatipuHighSchoolSports/


Academic Achievement

We have already reached the mid-point of the school year in terms of class time for our senior students. Teachers and Kaiārahi are 
working hard to support students to achieve the results they require to gain their best qualification possible. Parents will receive senior 
reports and a current prediction at the end of the term and Kaiārahi will be having conversations with students regarding their current 
progress. If there are any questions or concerns, please contact your child’s Kaiārahi or, if it is related to a specific subject, 
please contact the student’s subject teacher in the first instance. 

It is a busy time of the year and student’s may need support a home to manage their time with part-time jobs, school work, sport and 
cultural commitments and time on technology. 

Senior Exams are coming up in Term 3 so students will start to prepare for this. As per the email sent out, there is a “Passing Exams” 
Seminar on Thursday 18 July at 7.00pm in the school theatre. Registration and payment ($10 per ticket) can be made at the school 
office. 

Sonia Panapa, Deputy Principal

Uniform

With only a few weeks remaining until the holidays, we have decided that this is an opportune time to carry out a school-wide audit of 
the uniform, so that any issues can be rectified over the break. The audit will take place during Ako Time, next Monday, 24 June. We will 
be making contact with the parents of students who are not in correct uniform, and hope that you will support us by doing whatever is 
necessary to ensure that your child(ren) returns to school at the start of Term 3 in immaculate uniform. The website has been updated 
to provide a concise, clear summary of what is required for all students, as well as posters to visually represent the uniform being worn 
correctly. Please click here for further information, including price lists for all uniform items. A reminder, too, that Wakatipu High School 
operates the Awhi Fund, to help families who need assistance with the cost of uniform. Please contact either of our two guidance 
counsellors (Vicki Patton - vpatton@wakatipu.school.nz or Christopher Tweddell - ctweddell@wakatipu.school.nz), if you would like to 
know more.

A reminder about the uniform-wearing rules:
•	 Students must wear the correct uniform to and from school (this includes the blazer).
•	 If this is not possible: Bring a note and get uniform pass (Monday/Wednesday/Friday from kaiārahi during Ako Time, Tuesday/
•	 Thursday from Student Services).
•	 Uniform pass (plus note) = no consequence
•	 Uniform pass (no note) = 3 free and then detentions
•	 No uniform pass if asked from P2 = detentions

Please note: If a student has no uniform pass for a non-regulation items (e.g hat/hoodie), they will receive an immediate detention and 
likely confiscation.

Thanks, as always, for your support.

Justine Duncan, Assistant Principal
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Paid Union Meeting

WHS has been advised that there is a Paid Union Meeting for teachers on Thursday 27 June. School and classes will run as normal until 
12.30pm and students may depart at this time. Any students remaining at school after 12:30 will be supervised in the theatre, cafe or 
library, but please note that no classes will run and the cafe will not be open after 12:30 pm. Buses will run as normal from 3.30pm.

http://www.wakatipu.school.nz/attending-whs.html#uniform
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Music Events

WHS Big Break happened on Monday in the school theatre and was a great night for everyone. We had three bands from Shotover 
Primary who kicked off the evening then followed with 12 bands from WHS. Everyone performed extremely well to an appreciative and 
enthusiastic audience! Well done everyone!

Winterfest
Following on from Big Break we have the Winterfest event this Sunday at Earnslaw park running from 2.00-5.00pm, again featuring bands 
from WHS and primary schools. Thanks to Rockformation and their continuing support for our music students.

Rockquest
Due to the large number of entries this year Rockquest are holding heats at WHS and Mt Aspiring next week ahead of the regional final 
on Saturday June 23 in Queenstown. The heats are happening on Monday during the school day and from there the regional finalists will 
be selected for the Saturday event.

Alison Price, Head of Arts

Big Break: Alfie Parvin, Alex Eastlake and 
Shotover Country Band The Killer Kittens

Big Break: Audiosnake
Photos by June Ha

Branches Trust Fundraiser

Save the Date!!!  It’s coming!!! Art Auction and Hors D’oeurves Evening

Friday 28th September 2018 
5.30 - 9pm, Queenstown Memorial Centre
Tickets $20, cash bar

Kicking off our fundraising for the upcoming Year 10 Branches Camp, The Branches Trust ‘Art Auction and Hors D’oeurvres’ Evening will 
be coming in Term 3!  To be held at Queenstown Memorial Centre on Friday 9th August (at the end of week 3), the night promises to be 
simply fantastic!  For just $20 you will be rewarded with some fabulous art, a night of yummy hors d’oeurves and a mix and mingle 
evening with other parents and community members like no other!! This is always such a fantastic school social, it’s fun, relaxed and all 
for a great cause, the upcoming BRANCHES CAMP! We would love all our Year 10 parents to attend but hey this is a whole school event, 
and at $20 you’d be crazy to miss out!

Tickets are ON SALE NOW from the WHS office and the Art Centre Queenstown, so don’t delay, buy today!

Head Students’ Address

Hello everyone! With only 2 weeks of school left this term it has felt like the first half of this year has absolutely flown past. Although 
there are only two weeks of term left, there is still a number of events and activities happening throughout the short time. 

In the build-up to Matatu assembly, which is held on the final Friday of this term, all houses have started training. A lot of time and effort 
goes into the planning and running of this event, so it will be amazing to see the end results, and of course - who wins the competition!

This week the Community and Service Council has been running a raffle, and many other events to raise awareness about World Refugee 
week. It was great to see all of you supporting World Refugee week and donating to the New Zealand Red Cross. 

On Monday the 6ECB, 7BUS, and 8BUS (Business Studies) students were lucky enough to have the owner of Cookie Time International, 
Guy Pope-Mayell, come in and talk to them about his journey of building and growing what is now an extremely successful business. 
It was really interesting to not only hear about how he built his business from the bottom up, but also to hear about the challenges he 
faced on the way, and how he overcame all of them to become how successful he is today. I’m sure the messages he told the students 
will stay with them, and allow them to become more successful when selling their products to the school over the next couple of weeks. 

On another note, the Wakatipu High School opening evening was held on Tuesday. The event was an amazing way for all the budding 
year 8s to come in and get a look at the place where they will be experience high school life for the next 5 years. Having the Head 
Students and House Leaders as their tour guides not only allowed them to get a good look at the school itself, and how they would fit 
into it, but it also to meet the leaders of the school - and hear about the amazing opportunities it offers to all students. 

Have a great weekend,

Livvie Thompson, Deputy Head Girl

The Branches Trust will also be holding its AGM on 
Monday 22 July which is the first Monday back in Term 3. 
The meeting will be held at WHS foyer or library. We 
welcome any parents to join who are passionate about 
keeping the Branches Camp affordable for all. Hope to see 
you there.

Warm regards

The Branches Trustees
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Robotics Club

For several years now, a number of WHS students have participated in our after school code club and in local and regional robotics 
competitions. In recent months there have been some amazing achievements from team members Tannin Heeley, Josh Nyberg, Monique 
Rider, Pearce Summerfield and Minnie Tam (a mixture of Year 9 and 10’s) who compete under the banner of Queenstown Robostormers.

In December 2019, the team placed second in the FIRST LEGO League Nationals, which resulted in an invitation to compete in the 
Asia-Pacific championships in Sydney, coming up soon next month, July 4-7. Team members have worked hard over the school holidays, 
weekends and after school to prepare for this competition, and the work also includes a scientific research project and presentations at 
the competition.

Later this year the team will be travelling to Dubai for the FIRST Global Challenge, representing New Zealand at a friendly robotic 
olympics event. In a couple of weeks time, a robotics kit and game field will be shipped to the team from the US and their challenge will 
be to construct and code a robot to compete in the Ocean Opportunities match (watch this video to find out more). This is the first NZ 
team to be offered a place! In previous years, New Zealand was in a combined Oceania team.

There’s plenty happening in the community too, including Queenstown’s Code Club for Primary School aged children, which has been 
running since the start of term. This weekend, the team are taking a group of local 9 year-olds to Dunedin to compete in the Robocup 
Regionals.

If you’re interested in getting invovled, please contact WHS’s Teacher in Charge of Robotics, Kyle Jackson 
(kjackson@wakatipu.school.nz)

Well done everyone!

Gifted and Talented Field Trip - 15 & 16 August

We have an upcoming for field trip to Otago University for high achieving students in Year 10 and 11. It’s planned for 15/16 August, and 
the aim of the trip is to extend our students’ horizons by experiencing learning and research that they would otherwise be unaware of. So 
far we are confirmed at the Genetics Lab, Business School and Geology Lab at the University.

To complete the planning for this trip, we would like expressions of interest from students. The cost is likely to be around $100 per 
student. To indicate you would like to be included, please log in to the Curious Minds Google Classroom with the class code fvyhtiz and 
complete the form. You may also like to take a look at the other opportunities through the Curious Minds classroom while you are there!

A reminder too that our Awhi Fund is available for those who need financial support. Please contact either of our two guidance 
counsellors (Vicki Patton - vpatton@wakatipu.school.nz or Christopher Tweddell - ctweddell@wakatipu.school.nz), if you would like to 
know more.

Lee Hiestand, Assistant Principal

Model United Nations Success

Well done to Archie Ritchie, who was recently selected to be part 
of the New Zealand Model United Nations ‘premier’ event held at 
Victoria University between the 4th to 7th of July. The 4 day long 
forum consists which consists of ‘thrilling debate and 
engaging guest speakers’. Archie submitted an application in 
March through the UN Website and was chosen out of thousands 
of applicants. 

Well done Archie!

https://youtu.be/R6d5f5gFarw
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Japan Exchange

Every other year Wakatipu High School offers an exciting exchange programme for Year 10-13 students to visit Japan so it is open to all 
current Year 9-12 students for next year in 2020. 

The experience involves an 18-day visit at the end of Term 3 2020, with 11 days spent visiting the sights of Japan and the one week 
visiting a high school where students will enjoy staying with a Japanese family in their home to have a truly authentic cultural 
experience. 

The cost for the trip is approximately $5200, which includes return flights to Japan, insurance, accommodation (11 nights approx - dorm, 
capsule, traditional Japanese hostels) homestay visit and activities, pre-booked tickets to Disneyland, Geisha show, a robot dinner, 
entrance fees (nagashima, joyopolis, temples), transport, food based on three meals a day and booklets. 

We’ve spoken to students during house assemblies about this amazing trip, and they have been reminded to e-mail Ms Lund to recieve 
the relevant application forms. The deadline for applications is at the end of Term 2: 5pm, 5 July. No applications will be accepted after 
this time. If you have any questions, please email for more details: rlund@wakaktipu.school.nz.

Rebecca Lund and Juliet Scott, Teachers in Charge of Japan Exchange
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It’s Business Time!

The Level 2 Business Studies classes are about to embark on their first sale cycle next week. Students have been busy undertaking 
market research for their products, investigating suppliers, writing their business plans and planning for their sales. This activity requires 
students to carry out their business within a community context. The business groups have identified a community based charity and are 
supporting the charity by donating to them.

Products and services on offer included: 

Cake Pops
Hotdogs
Stickers
Scrunchies
Fudge
Popcorn
Durags

Phone cases
Key rings
Burgers
Choripans
WHS Bags
Shortbread
Muesli 

Help support our young entrepreneurs! Sales will run throughout next week during the breaks. Students bring your cash to school!

Nicola Proffit, Business Studies

CAKE POPS
WAWA

W e d n e s d a y  -
2 6 . 6

F r i d a y  -  2 8 . 6
$ 2  e a c h  o r

$ 3 . 5 0  f o r  2
 
 

 

 

$ 4
BRINGING SWEETNESS TO OUR COMMMUNITY!

B R E A K  2  - 2 3 R D  O F  J U N E

TIME TO

POP!

O N E  F O R  $ 3

T W O  F O R  $ 5

@  W a k a t i p u  H i g h  S c h o o l ,  T e  K i r i  K i r i

2 6 , 2 7 , 2 8  J u n e

B r e a k  2 & 3  

C a s h  O n l y

Crash Course from Cookie Time

On Monday 17 Guy Pope-Mayell, Managing Director and co-founder of Cookie Time Limited, was a guest speaker for all students taking 
Business Studies courses at WHS. He spoke about the journey of starting his business with his brother, the challenges of diversifying 
and developing products and how marketing is key to the success of your business. Guy also introduced students to some of his 
business culture practices such as being available 24/7 and BYOD! His key take-away message for students was to follow their passion 
and if you don’t yet know what this is - find it out! Thanks to Guy for taking time to come and share his wisdom with our students who are 
on the beginning of their business journeys.

Nicola Proffit and Gemma Boel - Business Studies



Sports Report - Week 8
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Cross Country- New Zealand Secondary School Cross Country Champs 
Congratulations to the following students for their efforts at the NZSS Cross Country Champs in Timaru last weekend. Our students 
competed alongside 808 runners from 136 Schools around the country, with huge fields in each category. The stand out result was from 
Sammy Fookes with a fantastic podium in the Junior Girls event. 

Sammy Fookes- 3rd Year 9 3000m 
Hannah Battrick- 93rd Junior Girls 3000m
Carmen Woodhouse- 81st Senior Girls 4000m
Sam Davis- 100th Junior Boys 4000m
Aleks Chiefitz- 31st Senior Boys 6000m
Gareth Harcombe- 41st Senior Boys 6000m
Benjamin Britton- 71st Senior Boys 6000m
Archie Ritchie- 88th Senior Boys 6000m
Linus Ritchie- 171st Senior Boys 6000m

NZ Cross Country Champs Team NZ Cross Country Champs Team

Synchronised Swimming - South Island Synchronised Swimming 
Championships 
A huge congratulations goes to Paige Cuisel for her efforts at the 
South Island Synchronised Swimming Championships in 
Invercargill last weekend. Paige placed 1st for Schools Solo, 2nd 
place for Aquarina Figures and 2nd place for Aquarina Solos. 
Paige is now training hard for the National Championships in 
Dunedin in October. 

Paige Cusiel

Weekly Results 
Hockey
A Team lost to Dunstan 1st XI 6-0 (player of the day - Seth 
Mawhinney)
B Team lost to Cromwell Red 7-0 (player of the day - Reo Larsson 
Allen)

Football
Girls default to Menzies 

Rugby
Colts- 69-14 to King’s High School 
WHS U14s won 39-14 against Mt Aspiring
Girls- 47-12 to Cromwell, a really hard played game, player of the 
day went to Aaliyah Wilson

Netball
WHS B’s played Quakes on Monday night.  The girls played solidly 
against a pretty vocal team which had some tall players. We had a 
good win 33 - 20
Yr 10 Lightning won 25-15 against Fusion

Basketball
Senior Boys A 
Friday 14 June - Lost to Southland Boys High School 
Tuesday 18 June - Beat the Disciples 63-38 to finish 3rd in 
Queenstown town Men’s Competition (good result)
Games this week 
Friday 21 June - Verdon Senior A at 7 pm in Invercargill

Junior Boys A
Friday 14 June - Beat Aparima College
Tuesday 18 June -  Beat WHS Senior Boys Gold 44 - 33
Games this week 
Friday 21 June -  Verdon College at 6 pm in Invercargill

Senior Girls
Tuesday 11 June - Lost to Great Bunch 41-62 to finish 4th in the 
Senior Women’s Competition

Senior Boys Gold
Tuesday 18 June - Lost 33 - 44 to WHS Junior Boys A

U14 Rugby vs Mount Aspiring College
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Kahui Ako o Wakatipu

On 13 June, 2019, educators from across the basin and beyond met at Shotover Primary School to share effective teaching and learning 
practice. The educational sectors invited to this Kahui Ako o Wakatipu (KAW) event were Early Childhood, Primary, and Secondary 
educators, and RTLBs (Resource Teachers in Learning and Behaviour). We had around 100 educators participating and this was the first 
time educators from all sectors had come together for such an event.  

Effective practice sessions were focused around the KAW achievement challenges: Writing, Transitions and Future-focused Education. 
Presentations included: current and relevant research; learning through play; a look into the competencies of self reflection, and self 
management; and engaging writers through games. 

Following the event, our evaluation showed that 100% of the participants found the ‘Impact Stories’ valuable for their teaching and 
learning practice. As one participant said, it was “great to learn from the collective talent within the basin, there is always something 
new to pick up on and the ‘light bulb’ moment. Great collaboration between the schools.” The KAW team looks forward to holding similar 
events in the future based on this success.

For more about the KAW please visit our website:
www.wakatipulearning.school.nz 

The KAW Team

www.wakatipulearning.school.nz


Important Dates

WHS Mobile App
Upcoming events and important dates

now available on the WHS App Calendar

You can now get information on our important upcoming events on the ‘Calendar’ section of our WHS App. It’s free to download and 
use for iOS and Android devices. Once you have the app on your smartphone or tablet, simply hit ‘Calendar’ to view important upcoming 

events. You can also tap on the three bars in the top left to bring up the menu, then use the ‘Alert Subscriptions’ option to select what 
groups, years, or subjects apply to you. The WHS App is recommended for both students and parents. 

Push Notifications
The app allows you to select alert groups so that 
you only get notifications relevant to you such as:
​
 - Whole School information alerts
 - Sports and activities reminders
 - Year level events
 - House announcements
 - Buses updates, such as lateness or breakdowns

This feature will help ensure that you receive only 
messages that are applicable to you.

​Other Features
The app also gives you quick links to:
 - Report your child’s absence
 - Log into the WHS Portal
 - Access the school notices
 - Read the latest newsletter
 - Quick link to the school website
 - Check upcoming  calendar events
 - Contact the school

Back to Top

Date Event Who

Thursday 27 June Paid Union Meeting
(Students may depart 12:30) Everyone

Saturday 29 June Rockquest Regionals Rockquest Participants

Wednesday 3 July NCEA Music Performances Everyone

Friday 5 July Matatu (Haka/Waiata) 
Assembly Everyone

Friday 5 July End of Semester 1 Everyone

Monday July 22 Start of Semester 2 Everyone

https://itunes.apple.com/nz/app/wakatipu-high-school/id1034623084?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=nz.school.apps.wakatipu&hl=en


Community Notices

Wakatipu High School Foundation 
Business Partnership Programme

The success of Wakatipu High School Foundation depends on the strength of its 
partnerships – with our schools, our community and business leaders. The WHSF 

Business Partnership Program is comprised of a dynamic group of local companies and 
professionals who, through their financial support, share in its success. Partnering with 
WHSF is a great way to invest in our schools and promote your business. Outstanding 

schools help strengthen the entire community including the business community.

If you would like more information on how your business can participate in this vital 
programme, please contact:

Chris Duffy (Trustee): chris.duffy@crowehorwath.co.nz +64 3 450 1801
Mia McGregor (Executive Officer): wakatipuhsfoundation@gmail.com + 64 22 037 8993

Our Current Partner List:

35MM Ltd
Adventure Group
Affleck O’Meara
AJ Hackett Bungy NZ
Anderson Lloyd
Bridgetone Tyre Centre
Black ZQN
Cavell Leitch
Colliers
Cookie Time
Craigs Investment 
Partners

Crowe Horwath
Deloitte Queenstown
Flame Bar & Grill
Goldfields Jewellers
Highlands Game Over
Hush Spa & Salon
Jacks Point Clubhouse
Kinloch Lodge
KJet
Lakes Weekly Bulletin
Lane Neave

McCullouch & Partners
Mitre 10 Mega
New World Wakatipu
NZSki
Pacific Travel Planners
Pak ’n’ Save
Placemakers
Queenstown Resort College
Remarkables Park Town 
Centre
Trinity Development
Westwood Group Holdings

Please support these businesses as they are investing in our students and school.  



Just Cuts in Frankton is offering a $1 donation to WHS for all services over $20 from now until the
end of June. A style is $30 for adults and $25 for teenagers. All people have to do is mention that
they are part of WHS and $1 of the fee will be donated back to the school. 

Just Cuts is on 19 Grant Road, Frankton for anyone interested in this great deal!



For Sale - Toyota Estima, 2000. 188,000kms. $2,500 ono. 
Brand new WOF.

Please contact 022 447 6293.
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Kā Mauka Whakatipu
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