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Kia ora and welcome to the second to last week of Term 2 at Wakatipu High School. Another great 
week with senior music nights, Rockquest heats, Netball championships, Market Days, Matatu 
training and much more. A highlight for me this week was hearing our Level 3 Business Studies 
students pitch their business ideas to a panel. Their ideas were creative, innovative and overall very 
impressive. A huge thanks to the business experts from the community who were on the panel and 
shared their wisdom and thoughts, not to mention time.  

Reports
•

•

LE Reports - are now available on the WHS Portal. Please be sure to read through the report and 
discuss with your student(s) as to how they are engaging with their learning. As we approach the 
middle of the year things definitely need to be on track or action needs to be taken. A 
reminder for Juniors that this will be the last LE Report for the Semester 1 classes, with new 
options starting next term.
Reporting - please see below for a piece from Mrs Hiestand regarding our upcoming Mid-Year 
Reports, with Senior Reports being issued at the end of next week and Junior Reports being 
issued early in Term 3.

Matatu Assembly - our annual Matatu (Haka-Waiata) competition is a very special event and 
parents are welcome to attend. It is being held from 1:45pm next Friday, 5 July in the Theatre. Seats 
are limited so please RSVP to Mr Rasmussen by Wednesday next week if you would like to attend.
(jrasmussen@wakatipu.school.nz)

Next Term - has some important events in the first few weeks. While the events are still some time 
away, and more details will be available next term, I’ve listed them below so you can put them in your 
calendars as appropriate:

• Course Option Afternoon - an important process which takes place early next term is students
choosing their courses and subjects for 2020, and part of this is our annual Course Option
Afternoon on Tuesday 30 July. More details will be available next term but parents are invited and
able to attend.

• Junior Mid-Year Prizegiving - will be held in the theatre on Monday 5 August. This important
ceremony will recognise achievement in the first semester courses. Prizewinners will be notified
in the week prior and more details regarding exact times will also be forthcoming next term.

• Excellence, Ad Alta & Akonga Passport Assemblies - to recognise achievement and effort in
Term 2, these will also be held on Monday 5 August. More details will be available early next
term.
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Notices

Please click here to view 
Wakatipu High School’s 
Student Notice Board.

Facebook Page

Please see our Facebook page 
for all the latest updates from
Wakatipu High School, and
take a look at our sports page
for news on football, rugby,
snow sports and more. Recent 
posts include Thomas 
Hartono’s selection for FEAST 
and recent success for our 
Robotics Club.

Newsletter

Only one week to go in the term and the final week is always busy, especially for Seniors who have many assessments due in - please 
support them to do their very best and to stay focussed on their learning until the very end of the term.

If you don’t have a chance to read next week’s newsletter, please do note the big rugby game against Dunstan High School that will be 
held on Saturday, 20 July and will be aired on Sky Television (see Week 9 Sports Report for more details).

Hope you all have a great weekend,

Oded Nathan, Acting Principal

http://notices.wakatipu.school.nz/#view-today
https://www.facebook.com/WakatipuHighSchoolQueenstown/#
https://www.facebook.com/WakatipuHighSchoolsports


Uniform

As per last week’s newsletter, on Monday we carried out a school-wide uniform audit during Ako Time. Parents of students who were 
not in correct uniform, or students who were absent for the audit recieved an email today. We hope that you will support us by ensuring 
that your child(ren) returns to school at the start of Term 3 in immaculate uniform. The website has been updated to provide a concise 
summary of what is required for all students, as well as posters to visually represent the uniform being worn correctly. Please 
click here for further information, including price lists for all uniform items. A reminder, too, that Wakatipu High School operates the Awhi 
Fund to help families who need assistance with the cost of uniform. Please contact either of our two guidance counsellors if you would 
like to know more. (Vicki Patton - vpatton@wakatipu.school.nz or Christopher Tweddell - ctweddell@wakatipu.school.nz).

A reminder about the uniform-wearing rules
• Students must wear the correct uniform to and from school (this includes the blazer).
• If this is not possible, students should bring a note and get a uniform pass (Mon/Wed/Fri from kaiārahi during Ako Time, Tue/Thur 

from Student Services).
• Uniform pass (plus note) = no consequence
• Uniform pass (no note) = 3 free and then detentions
• No uniform pass, if asked from Period 2 = detentions

Please also note we do not issue uniform passes for non-regulation items (e.g hat/hoodie).

Thanks, as always, for your support. 

Justine Duncan, Assistant Principal
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Reporting and Predictions

Information regarding students’ engagement, learning, progress and achievement is always live and available through the WHS Portal. 
However, a comprehensive mid-year report will be made available on the Portal for Seniors on Friday 5 July and Monday 29 July for 
Juniors. In addition to the information that is readily available through the Portal, the Senior Mid-Year Report will include a cover sheet 
that outlines the student’s academic goal and current prediction. The prediction is an indicator of what the student is on track to achieve 
(or not), as of 21 June, assuming they maintain their current levels of achievement. Kaiārahi have been meeting with students to discuss 
the prediction and what changes, if any, are required to achieve their academic goal. If you have any questions regarding any general 
information in this report you should contact the Kaiārahi in the first instance. If you require subject specific information, please contact 
the relevant subject teacher. Again, Junior Mid-Year Reports will be available on the Portal from Monday 29 July, and we will have our 
Junior Next Steps in mid-August, when parents will again meet with Kaiārahi. 

Lee Hiestand, Assistant Principal

Gracie and Deputy Head Girl Livvie Thompson at the 
Chamber of Commerce Women’s Conference

Head Students’ Address

Hi all,

I hope everyone had a fantastic week, as yet again we have had an action-packed 5 days at WHS. The houses have been training hard for 
the Matatu Assembly on the last day of term.

From what I have seen, the performances look outstanding. Well done to all the house leaders, students and teachers who have 
organised/participated this year. The Matatu Assembly is a highlight for many of us, so thank you for all your hard work!

On a personal note, thanks to Colliers I am lucky enough to be attending Outward Bound next week. I have packed my thermals and 
tramping boots and am ready to go. Three weeks in the wilderness doing various activities is daunting, however I am excited to be 
pushed out of my comfort zone. One of the beauties of Outward Bound is that I have no idea what I am to expect. I’ll make sure to be 
back with an update next term.        

In other news, the Whanaungatanga Council have been meeting regularly with the Wakatipu Youth Trust. We have been busy planning 
activities and initiatives that will run during Pride Week. It is important to us that students feel that they can be themselves at Wakatipu 
High School. We hope that by showing support and pride, teenagers on the LGBTQ+ spectrum will feel safe and accepted. Keep an eye 
out as we have some exciting things planned.    

Moving on, Livvie Thompson and I were fortunate to attend The Chamber of Commerce Women’s Conference a few weeks ago. It was 
inspirational listening to the stories of  multiple speakers. I asked Sharon Hunter, the founder of PC Direct, about key messages for girls 
in high school. She responded, “they are stronger than they think they are.” Teenagers, both boys and girls are vulnerable at times - we 
are constantly learning and adapting to changes and obstacles all of the time. We grow stronger by the day and are capable of anything.  
Be proud of yourself. “You Learn More From Failure Than From Success. Don’t Let It Stop You. Failure Builds Character.”

To wrap up, good luck to all of the houses for Haka Waiata on Friday! Term 2 has flown by and I know that the final week will be busy. In 
these holidays remember to take time for yourselves, relax and I’ll see you all refreshed and ready for next term.  

Gracie Hansby, Head Girl

A massive thank you to Colliers Queenstown for 
their continued support of our students. 

Enjoy Outward Bound Gracie!

http://www.wakatipu.school.nz/attending-whs.html#uniform
https://www.colliers.co.nz/offices/queenstown/


Music Events

Winterfest
Last Sunday the WHS bands performed at Earnslaw Park as part of Winterfest and had a great time. It was exceedingly cold when the 
sun went down so managing instruments and playing was a challenge. Well done to everyone who took part!

Upcoming Music Nights
Next week we have our Y11 and Y10 (5MUS3) Music Nights. Students showcase their skills by performing solo pieces to an audience. 
Both evenings start at 6.00pm and parents and friends are welcome to attend.

Rockquest
This week saw the heats for Rockquest with nine bands and four solo acts entered from WHS. For the solo/duo acts the top two from 
these acts across the region are the regional winners and go through to the next phase, which is at the national level. 

Tyrone Henderson was the overall winner of the Solo section with Greta Balfour as the runner-up so well done to both of them - they will 
now head to the national event!

From the bands section, we had six bands go through to the regional finals happening in Queenstown this coming Saturday. There were 
also six bands from Mt Aspiring and one from Cromwell College. The bands going through are:

Haven - Ryan Connaghan, Jack Wilson, Harrison Maguire
Murphy’s Law - Eric Sebastian, Adriana Calabrese, Sam Chan, Alfie Parvin, Gareth Harcombe
Rabbit Pilot - Alex Eastlake, Nik Rooney, Alex Bailey
Trainsurfers - Ollie Mclean, Dillon Bouchier, Cameron Kennedy Brown
No Man’s Land - Hannah White, Kira Almquist, Paige Loggenberg, Lucy Glover
Loose Ties - Harry Thomas, Toby Hart, Timo Souness

Alison Price, Head of Arts
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40 Hour Famine

It is hard to believe that yet another 40 Hour Famine campaign has come to an end. This year the leadership team ran a successful 
bacon butty sale and organised an awesome staff raffle. To date we have raised over $3000 with still more to come in. An amazing effort 
and a huge THANK YOU to those students who got involved with the Famine this year.

Our top fundraiser, Jack McBeth, had this to say about his 2019 Famine experience.  

“For this year’s 40-hour famine, I decided to spend 40 hours straight inside my one person tent without any form of entertainment. That 
literally meant that it was just me and the tent for 40 hours. I decided that I would set up camp down by the Glenorchy waterfront, so 
after finally getting permission from the QLDC, I went on to print off flyers and put them all over town. Overall, my 40 hours in that tent were 
probably the most boring ever..... but in saying that, I did manage to raise a massive $780 to help the children of South Sudan. 
Overall, I was happy to take some time out of my weekend to help someone else in need and I am extremely happy with the end result.”

Well done Jack, we are very proud of you and appreciate your effort! 

As always, we are grateful to our wonderful community who supports us with prizes and vouchers to enable us to run events to raise 
money for World Vision. Be sure to hand in your books & money by the end of the term to make a difference to the children of South 
Sudan affected by conflict, drought and famine. 

Penny Hearn, Teacher in Charge of 40-Hour Famine

Well done Greta and Tyrone!



Back to Top

Branches Trust Fundraiser

Save the date!!! It’s coming!!!

‘ART AUCTION & HORS D’OEURVES’ EVENING
Friday 9 August 2019
5.30 - 9pm, Queenstown Memorial Centre
Tickets $20, cash bar

Kicking off our fundraising for the upcoming Year 10 Branches Camp, The Branches Trust ‘Art Auction and Hors D’oeurvres’ Evening will 
be coming in Term 3! To be held at Queenstown Memorial Centre on Friday 9 August (at the end of week 3), the night promises to be 
simply fantastic! For just $20 you will be rewarded with some fabulous art, a night of yummy hors d’oeurves and a mix and mingle 
evening with other parents and community members like no other!! This is always such a fantastic school social, it’s fun, relaxed and all 
for a great cause, the upcoming BRANCHES CAMP! We would love all our Year 10 parents to attend but hey this is a whole school event, 
and at $20 you’d be crazy to miss out!

Tickets are ON SALE NOW from the WHS office and the Art Centre Queenstown, so don’t delay, buy today!

The Branches Trust will also be holding its AGM on Monday 22 July, which is the first Monday back in Term 3. The meeting will be held at 
WHS foyer or library. We welcome any parents to join who are passionate about keeping the Branches Camp affordable for all. Hope to 
see you there.

Warm regards

The Branches Trustees

Gifted and Talented Field Trip - 15 & 16 August

We have an upcoming field trip to Otago University for high-achieving students in Year 10 and 11. It’s planned for 15/16 August, and the 
aim of the trip is to extend our students’ horizons by experiencing learning and research that they would otherwise be unaware of. So far 
we are confirmed at the Genetics Lab, Business School and Geology Lab at the University.

To complete the planning for this trip, we would like expressions of interest from students. The cost is likely to be around $100 per 
student. To indicate you would like to be included, please log in to the Curious Minds Google Classroom with the class code fvyhtiz and 
complete the form. You may also like to take a look at the other opportunities through the Curious Minds classroom while you are there!

A reminder too that our Awhi Fund is available for those who need financial support. Please contact either of our two guidance 
counsellors (Vicki Patton - vpatton@wakatipu.school.nz or Christopher Tweddell - ctweddell@wakatipu.school.nz), if you would like to 
know more.

Lee Hiestand, Assistant Principal

Drive to Survive

A massive, massive thank you to the Wakatipu Youth Trust for the 
recent work in organising this year’s Drive to Survive event. They 
worked tirelessly to co-ordinate with the stall holders, speakers 
and liaised with the school to make it happen!  We really 
appreciate their hard work and reliability in creating another 
important event for our young people. The Trust supports our 
school and students hugely with a number of programmes each 
year and we couldn’t do it without them. 

Thank you Wakatipu Youth Trust!

Vicki Patton, Guidance Counsellor

Improving Wellbeing

As school we are undertaking a wellbeing programme with the NZ Institute of Wellbeing and Resilience. This programme is a 
long-term project, which will eventually include the wider student body, and at the moment a small team of staff members at WHS are 
working to share and promote wellbeing within our school community. As part of this - we’d like to share with you “Three Good Things” - 
one of the most powerful positive psychology techniques to raise your happiness levels. 

After just one week, participants who completed this exercise daily were 2% happier. Their happiness levels rose 5% in one month, and 
9% in six months.

Try the below exercise each night before going to sleep
Step 1: Think about anything good that happened to you today. It need not be anything big or important. It can be something small, e.g. 
you spent Break 3 playing basketball, or something more significant like you patched things up with a friend that you had a falling out 
with.
Step 2: Write down these three positive things.
Step 3: Reflect on why each good thing happened. Determining the “why” of the event is an important part of the exercise.
The “Three Good Things – a Happiness Journal” is a great little app that reminds you to complete the exercise daily and gives you 
streaks if you stick to it! 
 
Should you have any questions about the project, please get in touch with Lucy Ford, English - lford@wakatipu.school.nz.

The WHS Staff Wellbeing Team



Sports Report - Week 9
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Rugby - Sky Sport Rugby Match 
On Saturday 20 July, Sky Sport will be airing live coverage of our First XV Rugby match against Dunstan High School. Kick off is 
scheduled for 12:40pm on the WHS Rugby field. Come along, make some noise and support the boys! This will be an exciting opportunity 
to promote the Rugby at WHS and encourage our team and their efforts in what will be a competitive match up against Dunstan. 

Netball - Southland Secondary School Netball Tournament 
Our top Netball teams had some great results at the Southland Secondary School Netball tournament last weekend in Invercargill. 

Senior A - 3rd
Senior B - 2nd
Year 10A - 3rd
Year 9A - 2nd

We also had 4 umpires controlling finals at the Southland Secondary Schools. A Grade - Tasman Hughes, B Grade - Grace Hall, 10A - 
Rachel Scobie and Natalie Clearwater. Special mention to Natalie, Grace, Rachel and Tasman who all came home on Monday after 2 days 
of 3-4 games per day in Invercargill and then umpired in the Wakatipu Netball Club Premier and A Grade comp on Monday night. Thank 
you girls, congratulations on your efforts! 

Weekly Results:
Hockey
A Team beat Upper Clutha 3-1 (Player of the day - Ben Wilkinson)
B Team lost to Cromwell Blue 0-3 (Player of the day - Lucy Viggers

Rugby
1st XV vs OBHS lost 0-73
U14s vs Waitaki Boys lost 39-31
Girls: Match Friday against Mt Dunstan in Arrowtown

Football
Girls Default to Northern Southland College

Alexa Peters, Sports Coordinator

Basketball
Junior Boys Blue beat Verdon College 48-34



Indoor Plants

The biology department are currently seeking indoor plants for our laboratory spaces. If you have indoor plants or rooted cuttings that 
could be donated, we would be much appreciative. Thanks.

Rose Christian, Biology

Entertainment Books

Support Wakatipu High School and you’ll be rewarded! 

We are raising funds for our Basketball Team and you can help! 
Order the NEW 2019 | 2020 Entertainment Book or Entertainment 
Digital Membership and you will receive hundreds of exclusive 
offers for everything you love to do, and you will also be 
supporting our fundraiser. 

Click here.

 

 

 

Support Wakatipu High School! 
Get your new Entertainment Membership today. 

 
The 2019 | 2020 Entertainment Memberships are here, with exclusive offers for everything 
you love to do. It’s our best Membership yet, packed with amazing offers for activities, 
attractions, shopping, travel and all kinds of tasty treats - from cool cafes to fabulous fine 
dining.  
 
With Entertainment there are thousands of experiences you can enjoy, while raising 
funds for the things you care about. 
 
Purchase here now! https://www.entertainmentbook.co.nz/orderbooks/260506v 

 

https://www.entertainmentbook.co.nz/orderbooks/260506v


Important Dates

WHS Mobile App
Upcoming events and important dates

now available on the WHS App Calendar

You can now get information on our important upcoming events on the ‘Calendar’ section of our WHS App. It’s free to download and 
use for iOS and Android devices. Once you have the app on your smartphone or tablet, simply hit ‘Calendar’ to view important upcoming 

events. You can also tap on the three bars in the top left to bring up the menu, then use the ‘Alert Subscriptions’ option to select what 
groups, years, or subjects apply to you. The WHS App is recommended for both students and parents. 

Push Notifications
The app allows you to select alert groups so that 
you only get notifications relevant to you such as:
 
 - Whole School information alerts
 - Sports and activities reminders
 - Year level events
 - House announcements
 - Buses updates, such as lateness or breakdowns

This feature will help ensure that you receive only 
messages that are applicable to you.

 Other Features
The app also gives you quick links to:
 - Report your child’s absence
 - Log into the WHS Portal
 - Access the school notices
 - Read the latest newsletter
 - Quick link to the school website
 - Check upcoming  calendar events
 - Contact the school

Back to Top

Date Event Who

Saturday 29 June Rockquest Regionals
(at Memorial Hall) Rockquest Participants

Wednesday 3 July NCEA Music Performances Everyone

Friday 5 July Matatu (Haka/Waiata) 
Assembly Everyone

Friday 5 July End of Semester 1 Everyone

Monday 22 July Start of Term 3 (Semester 2) Everyone

Tuesday 30 July Course Option Afternoon Everyone

Monday 5 August
Year Level Assemblies

(Excellence/Ad Alta/Junior 
Prizegivings Semester 1)

Everyone
(Parents by invite)

Thursday 8 August Senior Exams Begin Seniors

Friday 9 August Pupil Free Day
(Exams still on) Everyone

https://itunes.apple.com/nz/app/wakatipu-high-school/id1034623084?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=nz.school.apps.wakatipu&hl=en


Community Notices

Wakatipu High School Foundation 
Business Partnership Programme

The success of Wakatipu High School Foundation depends on the strength of its 
partnerships – with our schools, our community and business leaders. The WHSF 

Business Partnership Program is comprised of a dynamic group of local companies and 
professionals who, through their financial support, share in its success. Partnering with 
WHSF is a great way to invest in our schools and promote your business. Outstanding 

schools help strengthen the entire community including the business community.

If you would like more information on how your business can participate in this vital 
programme, please contact:

Chris Duffy (Trustee): chris.duffy@crowehorwath.co.nz +64 3 450 1801
Mia McGregor (Executive Officer): wakatipuhsfoundation@gmail.com + 64 22 037 8993

Our Current Partner List:

35MM Ltd
Adventure Group
Affleck O’Meara
AJ Hackett Bungy NZ
Anderson Lloyd
Bridgetone Tyre Centre
Black ZQN
Cavell Leitch
Colliers
Cookie Time
Craigs Investment 
Partners

Crowe Horwath
Deloitte Queenstown
Flame Bar & Grill
Goldfields Jewellers
Highlands Game Over
Hush Spa & Salon
Jacks Point Clubhouse
Kinloch Lodge
KJet
Lakes Weekly Bulletin
Lane Neave

McCullouch & Partners
Mitre 10 Mega
New World Wakatipu
NZSki
Pacific Travel Planners
Pak ’n’ Save
Placemakers
Queenstown Resort College
Remarkables Park Town 
Centre
Trinity Development
Westwood Group Holdings

Please support these businesses as they are investing in our students and school.  
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Kā Mauka Whakatipu
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